«m unnti u« m MUfi ux udcd pare 

-A CITY (AFP) — The Palestinian National Authority 
jA) is asking Israel to allow the first ship to use the new 
ijrulc area's partially completed port, the facility’s manager said ' 
.iday. An Egyptian ship is to bring in 100 tonnes of material to 
dp finish building the port. Maher Madoukh told AFP. Ft will 
-ave to anchor off the Gaza coast and unload the cargo onto 
■mailer boats that will sail into port. He said the PNA’s transport 
ministry was going through the joint liaison committee with Israel 
to seek permission for the ship to dock off Gaza waters. Under the 
-agreement that launched autonomy in May, Israel has the final 
. word in granting permits for entry into the waters of Gaza and its 
international land border with Egypt at Rafah. Work on the port, 
which is to be replaced eventually with a larger facility, began 
about three months ago. Mr. Madoukh, whose private company is 
financing construction, said costs for the fust year amount to $9 
million and another $21 million wDI be used to build more docks. 

He said the port would be officially handed over to the transport 
ministry once complete. Meanwhile all ships using it would be 
bringing in building material and not commercial goods. 



Jordan urges U.N. action in Bosnia 

NEW YORK (Petra) — Jordan oo Friday urged the international 
co nun unity to work on entfingthe '“ethnic deanstng’’ in die former 
Yugoslav republic of Bosnra-Herzegovina and for bringing to trial 
Serb militias responsible for such policies. In an address to the 
U.N. General Assembly, tbe Kingdom's permanent rep r esentative 
at the U.N.. Adrian Abu Odefa, called on the international 
community to annul and reverse all the results ottbese policies and 
to affirm the right of the Bosnian refugees »o return to their lands. 
Dr. Abu Odeb said the international community should also 
intensify its efforts and increase relief aid to the Bosnian people 
before the start of winter. He said that the Serbs should also be 
forced to lift the siege of Sarajevo and other Bosnian cities. The 
siege constitutes an obstacle in the face of peace efforts, he said. 
The arms embargo imposed on tbe Bosnian government contra* 
dices the Bosnian people's right to self-defence though Article SI 
of tbe U-N. Charter provides for this right, he said. 
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21 die, 11 missing in flashfloods 

King orders panel to study damages and compensation, donates JD 50,000 


By a Jordan Tun 

AMMAN — Twenty-one 
Jbrdanians were killed and 34 
others were injured in floods 
that swept the Kingdom dur- 
ing the week, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said 
Friday. 

. - It said 11 people were mis- 
sing as a result of the heavy 
rain, which swept away 
homes in various govemo- 
rates m southern and eastern 
Iordan. 

Petra quoted earlier In- 
terior Minister Salameh 
Hammad as reporting 17 
deaths. He did not specify the 
number of injured and mis- 
sing Jordanians. 

Although temperatures dip 
to much below freezing level 
[during a three-month winter 
.season that starts in late De- 
cember, heavy rain and 
floods are rare in Jordan. 

Scores of people were kil- 
led or injured in floods that 
hit Israel and the occupied 
territories as well as Egypt on 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

, '. His Majesty King Hussein 


Staff Reporta* 

on Friday issued directives to 
the concerned authorities to 
set up a committee to follow 
up the conditions of citizens 
residing in areas that were 
affected by the flashfloods 
with the aim of studying dam- 
ages and offering compensa- 
tions. 

The King also announced 
that he was making a person- 
al donation of JD 50,000 to 
people affected by the floods. 

The King delegated gov- 
ernors in tbe concerned areas 
to offer his condolences to 
the families of those killed by 
the floods and issued direc- 
tives to government depart- 
ments to offer every possible 
care to the injured and to 
step up efforts to search for 
those missing. 

King Hussein was all day 
Friday following with the 
conditions of citizens residing 
in areas affected by the 
floods, Petra said. 

More rain is expected 
Saturday in most regions of 
the country with heavy con- 


centration in the northern 
areas, according to die De- 
partment of Meteorology Fri- 
day. 

A department spokesman 
told the Jordan limes that 
Saturday's rains will be 
accompanied by a .drop in 
temperatures to 18’C from 
22 C on Friday as a result of a 
cold front moving in a north- 
westerly direction. Mr. 
Hammad said earlier 13 peo- 
ple died Thursday in Mafraq 
and Zarqa, two others died in 
Ma’an and another two were 
killed in Madaba. The seven 
people missing were feared 
drowned in Zarqa where a 
river overflowed, the mini* , 
ter said. 

Among the dead was 38- 
year-old F^wzieh Hadid who 
died when flood waters 
poured into Petra in the 
Ma’an govern orate, accord- 
ing to the Civil Defence De- 
partment (CDD). 

The CDD said that Ms. 
Hadid’s 35-year-old sister 
was saved, but suffered in- 
juries. 

Also among the dead was 


18-year-old Kbaldoun Issa 
Aqaiieh, who was killed 
when he was swept away by 
the rising streams. 

In Madaba, an unidentified 
citizen was reported to have 
died and his body was later 
found by local residents. In 
Jerash two children and a 
man were reported to have 
been carried away by floods 
near Jisr A1 Rumman district. 

Tlie Public Security De- 
partment (PSD) said that the 
heavy rain and floods swept 
away a bus full of passengers 
and a small car in Qasr A1 
Hallabat area near Azraq, 
bnt all the passengers were 
pulled to safety. 

The PSD said that the pas- 
sengers of another bos near 
Mafraq were left stranded by 
the flood waters; they were 
rescued later by Civil De- 
fence teams. 

Tbe PSD said the rainfall 
in Mafraq. Balama, Ramtha 
and Zarqa flooded scores of 
homes, cot off several vil- 
lages and caused the destruc- 

( Con tinned on page 3) 



Tbe flooded Wadi Faran river in the Wadi Aniba desert when torrential rains made driving impossible in a few 

where nine Israeli buses on their way to Eilat were stranded minut e s (AFP photo) 



Residents of the southern Egyptian village of Dronka sit 
before the devastated landscape after huge oil tanks nearby 
■exploded Wednesday sending rivers of fire through the 
community and killing over ^00 people (AFP photo) 


Bomb explodes at 
Amman liquor shop 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — An explosion 
occurred shortly after mid- 
night outside a liquor store in 
central Amman Friday. No 
casualties resulted from the 
incident. 

■ Within about five minutes 
after the blast police raced to 
the scene dose to the First 
Circle, cordoned off the area 
and blocked entry routes with 
four or five police vehides. 
Witnesses said. 

: Policemen who were seen 
inspecting the ground in the 
immediate vicinity refused to 
comment on the blast, which 
was heard from a kilometre 
dway. 

' Police dedined comment 
oh the blast. 

Policemen were deployed 
Oh roads within a few 
kilometres radius leading to 
and from the site, to check 
drivers’ licences and inspect 
Jie trunk of cars. 
u liquor store owner Samir 
: akhoury said the blast may 
ave been the work of reh- 
ious extremists opposed to 
sale of alcohol. 


More than 20 Islamic fun- 
damentalists are currently 
being tried by the State 
Security Court. They are 
charged with intent to des- 
tabilise the Kingdom. 

The defendants have been 
implicated in connection with 
bomb attacks in 1993 and 
earlier this year outside li- 
quor stores and cinemas prof- 
fering pornographic films. 

Alcohol and sexually expli- 
dt films are seen by activists 
as exponents of social corrup- 
tion infiltrating into the re- 
gion from the West. 

Mr. Fakhoury was seen 
running to the site around 15 
minutes after the blast, while 
all other vehides and passers- 
by were diverted away from 
it. 

Later Friday, Mr. 
Fakhoury told the Jordan 
Tunes that he had owned the 
shop for four and half years 
and bad never had problems 
before. 

“We don’t have any per- 
sonal enemies,” he said. 

He added that the blast 
was thought to have been 
caused by something explo- 


Death toll nears 550 in 


Egypt flame-hit villages 


King phones Mubarak 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein on Thursday called Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, condoling him over the death of 
over 500 Egyptians who were killed in southern Egypt as a 
result of floods and fire. President Mubarak thanked tbe 
King for his brotherly feelings and position towards the 
victims, the Jordan News Agency, Petra said. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
death toll in the southern 
province of Assiut rose to 541 
Friday from an oil depot fire 
and torrential rains, police 
and hospitals said Friday. 

At least 481 bodies have 
been recovered in the Assiut 
village of Dronka. after it was 
devastated by a fire at an oil 
depot there Wednesday. 

On Friday alone rescue 
workers dug out 42 bodies 
from the Dronka debris. Res- 
cue workers said they pulled 
out 15 bodies from one house 
alone. 

Police said that 60 people 
died in torrential rains in 
other parts of Assiut. 

They had previously said 
that 35 people died in the 
floods. 

The blaze was sparked 
when oil from an army depot 
caugfrt fire, sending a river of 
flame through Dronka. 

The rains which began ear- 
ly Wednesday caused huge 
floods that killed at least 
eight other people in other 
provinces and left thousands 
of people homeless. 

In the southern province of 
Sohag 495 kilometres south 
of Cairo, four people died in 
flooding, among them a 
young girl, according to 
police. 

In the tourist resort of 
Taba along the Red Sea, a 


British tourist died when the 
-floods trapped her tour bus. 

Also in the Red Sea area; 
two school children were re- 
ported dead. 

A student drowned in a 
ditch in Fayum province 
where rains lasted for more 
than 35 hours. 

Police said 200 people 
would be buried in a mass 
grave in Dronka village 
cemetery. 

Rescue workers will .con- 
tinue their search for bodies 
in Dronka for 10 days, the 
head of the Assiut ambulance 
services AJi Mohammad told 
AFP. . 

Rescue workers feared that 
hundreds' of people remain 
under the charred ruins of 
Droka. 

Rescue operations were 
hampered early Friday when 
a barrel of oil exploded. 

The rains carried dozens of 
barrels from near the Dronka 
oil depot through the village, 
Ali told AFP, adding that 


rescue workers’ main priority 
was to remove the barrels 
from the village to avoid 
another fire. 

According to Egyptian 
state television, the floods 
destroyed about 5,000 homes 
in southern Egypt, with 3,000 
in Qena province alone. 
Assiut lost 1,400 homes, the 
tourist city of Luxor 250, 
Sohag province 243, and 
Aswan eight. 

President Hosni Mubarak 
visited tbe disaster areas on 
Friday. 

Local government officials 
said the president stayed 
away from the village of 
Dronka where a sea of burn- 
ing fuel from a storage depot 
killed more than 400 of the 
total. 

The president discussed re- 
lief operations with officials 
in tbe cities of Minya and 
Assiut and then saw a tented 
encampment in the village of 

(Continued on page 3) 



The shutters of an Amman liquor store damaged by a bomb Thursday/Friday midnight 
(photo by Yousef Allan) 


sive contained in a Pepsi bot- 
tle. 

The damage sustained, 
although not extensive, in- 
cluded a hole blown through 
the outside corrugated Iron 
shutter and the wooden door 
within it. Tens of bottles of 
liquor were shattered. 

Mr. Fakhoury’s son said 


that they bad been notified of 
the explosion by residents 
close to the shop and his 
father had immediately gone 
to the scene. 

He also said that there 
were no injuries. 

Despite the incident and 
the pungent smell of alcohol 
inside the shop, business con- 


tinued yesterday as norir 

According to a news ag 
cy dispatch i Interior Minis 
Salameh Hammad said t 
investigations were in pr 
ress to determine the mol 
of the attack. 

Security around the ca 
was tightened throu 
Friday. 


Jordan to host disarmament talks 


AMMAN (AP) — Political 
and military experts from 20 
countries, including Israel 
and Arab states, wOl meet in 
Jordan next week to discuss 
efforts to curb arms prolifera- 
tion in the. Middle Eastman 
-offic ial s aid Friday. 

Jordan’s delegation to tbe 
conference, opening Tuesday 
at tbe Dead Sea, will be 
headed by Abdullah Touqan. 
an official wbo took part in 
negotiations that led to tbe 
Jordarrian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty signed on Oct. 26. 

Dr. Touqan .said Friday 
that the conference will 
ways of cooperation 
n Arab and Israeli 
armies and “confidence- 
btrilding measures among re- 
gional countries” in addition 
to arms control. 

Tbe three-day conference 
would produce recommenda- 
tions to be presented to a 
larger parley scheduled to 
convene in Tunisia next 
month. 

Arms control is one of 
several multilateral work- 
shops launched as part of the 


Middle East peace process 
three years ago. They include 
ones on refugees, environ- 
ment, water and economy. 

The aim of these confer- 
ences is to eliminate areas of 
potential conflict and ensure 
Arab-Israeli" cooperation 
once a peace settlement is 
achieved. . 

Jordan signfed a treaty with 
Israel on Oct. 26, becoming 
tbe second Arab country af- 
ter Egypt to make peace with 
the Jewish state since the 
conflict developed in 1948. 

. Israel and the Palestinians 
have reached a self-rule 
accord, and are negotiating 
for a more comprehensive 
treaty. 

But the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks of die peace 
talks remain deadlocked, and 
the two countries have re- 
fused to take part in the 
multilateral workshops until 
progress is achieved in their 
bilateral negotiations with 
Israel- 

Speaking to the Associated 
Press, Touqan said that at 
next week’s meeting Jordan 


will seek information on 
“Israel’s nuclear capabili- 
ties.” 

“We hope that Israel, 
which has repeatedly denied 
its possession of nuclear 
arms, will acknowledge that 
at 'the meeting." he said. 

Mr. Touqan said the con- 
ferees also will discuss the 
“exchange of military in- 
formation, especially with re- 
gard to the nature of weapons 
each army possesses.” 

He said participants will 
“discuss cooperation be- 
tween naval and . ground 
forces among regional coun- 
tries and other aspects re- 
lated to regional security.” 

Dr. Touqan said next 
week’s meeting will be 
attended by experts from Jor- 
dan, Israel, Yemen, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Alger- 
ia, Morocco, Tunisia. Mauri- 
tania, Qatar, Bahrain. 
Oman, The United Arab 
Emirates, the Palestinians, 
Turkey, the United States, 
Russia, Canada and Austra- 
lia. 


Hamas protesters slam Arafat 
over carbomb killing in Gaza 



Israel silent over allegations it engineered 
blast that killed Jihad leader 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Some 6,000 Hamas suppor- 
ters denounced Palestinian 
National Authority fPNA) 
Chairman Yasser Ararat for 
making peace with Israel and 
challenged him to capture the 
killers of a fundamentalist 
leader in an angry march, 
through Gaza Gty on Friday. 

All Palestinian factions, in- 
cluding Mr. Arafat’s Fateh, 
have blamed Israel for the 
murder of Islamic Jihad’s 
Hani Abed, whose car was 
blown up on Wednesday. 

Bnt Mr. Arafat has .faced 
tbe wrath of Muslim mili- 
tants, and Friday’s protest 
followed his flight the pre- 
vious day under a torrent of 
abase from crowds at Abed’s 
funeral, although be later re-, 
ceived an apology from Isla- 
mic Jihad. 

Israel meanwhile kept si- 
lent over allegations it was 
behind tbe killing, but Israeli 
commentators said the car- 
bombing packed a powerful 
message for Palestinians. 

The message from the kill- 
ing was double-edged: Isla- 
mic guerrillas could not act 
with impunity and Mr. Arafat 
had to clamp down on them. 

“Whether the perpetrators 
are Israelis or Palestinians or 
both is a matter of pure spe- 
culation,” said Joseph 
AIpber, bead of the Jane 
Centre for Strategic Studies 


in Tel Aviv. 

“But tire message is the 
same and the message comes 
on the backdrop of Arafat’s 
lack of political will to deal 
properly with terrorisits — 
the more you (Arafat) wait, 
the more such incidents are 
going to happen,” be told 
Reuters. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin told reporters on Fri- 
day that Mj. Arafat bad to 
“prevent (self-rule) areas . 
'from being used as a laun- 
ching base for terrorist 
attacks inride Israel.” 

Israel, rocked by the kid- 
napping and death of as 
Israeli soldier last month and 
a suicide bus attack in Tel 
Aviv that killed the bomber 
and 22 people, has vowed to 
fight “terrorists” anywhere, 
anytime. 

No one has claimed re- 
sponsibility for Abed’s death. 
Leaders of the PLO joined 
Islamic Jihad and Hamas in 
blaming Israel. 

Israeli officials have de- 
clined comment. 

Hie Haaretz daily, in an 
editorial titled “terror and 
punishment,” . recalled the 
way Israel hunted down 
Palestinians it finked to the 
massacre of 11 Israelis at the 
1972 Munich Olympics and 
killed them one by one. 

In one case, a Moroccan 
waiter mistaken for a Palesti- 


nian guerrilla was shot dead 
by Israeli intelligence agents 
in Norway. 

“There were cases when 
the arm of vengeance mis- 
took the identity of its target 
and there should be regret 
about it,” the editorial said. 

“But if Hani Abed was 
involved in murder and terror 
operations, he doesn't de- 
serve an apology, rather he 
got tbe punishment coming to 
him because ‘they have sown 
the wind and they shall reap 
the whirlwind',” it said, quot- 
ing tiie Bible. 

Haaretz said in an un- 
sourced report that Abed had 
been the head of Islamic 
Jihad's mffftary wing in the 
Gaza Strip and planned 
attacks in which Israelis were 
killed. 

It said Abed, a chemist by 
training, had been plotting a 
car bombing. 

Palestinians have said Mr. 
Arafat has -refrained from 
hunting suspected guerrillas 
m Gam and the o titer self- 
rule enclave of Jericho for 
fear of revolt. Thousands 
booed Mr. Arafat out of 
Abed’s funeral on Thursday. 

Mr. AIpber said despite 
that fracas, it was possible for 
Mr. Arafat and his security 
forces to put down opponents 
of bis peace deal with Israel 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Hebron braces for 
return of faithful 
to Ibrahimi Mosque 






HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (AFP) — The new sign 
by the grand entrance up to 
the Ibrahimi Mosque reads 
“Passage for Jews." Off to 
the side and out of sight 
stands the warning “Passage 
for Muslims." 

Despite Arab protests, the 
Israeli army is preparing to 
reopen on Monday the sacred 
complex where Jewish settler 
Baruch Goldstein massacred 
more than 30 praying Palesti- 
nians on Feb. 25. 

“We don't want it to open 
in such a manner.” said Heb- 
ron Mayor Mustafa Natshe. 
“They have divided it be- 
tween Muslims and Jews.” 

The two faiths will hence- 
forth be kept totally apart in 
the complex which both con- 
sider is constructed over the 
caves where Abraham and 
his sons Isaac and Jacob are 
buried along with their wives. 

“There was no consulta- 
tion,” Mr. Natshe com- 
plained. “We have not even 
been told officially it is to 
reopen. But carpets have 
been laid out for prayer.” 

The Israeli government 
announced the ate will first 
open for two days, dose for a 
review and then reopen again 
for good if all goes well. 

“For 1,300 years it’s been a 
mosque.” said Mr. Natshe. 
“First they altered it after 
1967 and now they have par- 
titioned it. It's a fortress. It's 
easier to get into the White 
House.” 

Soldiers are posted on the 
roof, a police hut disfigures 
the main facade, electronic 
barriers block entry roads 
and dozens of police and 
troops stand guard amid the 
barbed -wire. 

“This is indeed a danger- 
ous period,” Mr. Natshe 
warned. “The situation is not • 
normal, there is a lot of ten- 
sion. This will create prob- 
lems. 

‘ “We are afraid from both 
sides. We cannot control the 
Palestinian youth and there 
are fanatics among the Israeli 
settlers,” be said. 

A special 200-man guard 
junit c carried out training ex- 
ercises in and around the 
complex ou Thursday, car- 
rying stretchers, preparing • 
for the worst. 

Leila Kafisha, who lives in 
the shadow of the site and 
lost a 13-year-old son as well 
as a cousin in the massacre, 
expects it. 

“Our blood will not be 
forgotten,” vowed the 32- 
year-old mother of four more 


children. 

“I got pregnant again be- 
cause I want another son and 
I am ready to sacrifice him for 
the mosque. I want 10 more 
sons,” she said. “When we 
live without the Israelis here, 
only then will the killing 
stop.” 

Her hatred burnt through 
as she roldof having to run a 
gauntlet of soldiers every day 
to get in and out of her 
house. 

The Bible relates how it 
was in Hebron that God 
made a covenant with Abra- 
ham who would be the father 
of the chosen people, the 
Jews. 

Herod the Great first con- 
structed the site around 20 
B.C. Successive centuries 
saw a church, a synagogue 
and with the Arab conquest 
of 638 a mosuqe built over 
the caves. 

The Crusaders destroyed 
the synagogue and turned the 
mosque back into a church in 
1100, massacring Jews and 
Muslims alike. 

The Muslims returned in 
1260 but denied Jews access 
to anything more than the 
seventh step on an outer 
stairway which Israel des- 
troyed after the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

The victory brought equal 
access for the Jews, who had 
been banned from the second 
holiest dty in Judaism since 
1929. 

A year later armed settlers 
moved into Hebron and by 
1977 they began reconstruct- 
ing the ancient Jewish quar- 
ter where hardliners have dug 
in. 

Prime Minister Yithzak 
Rabin questioned this week 
the wisdom of a colony of 450 
Jews that requires nearly 
1,000 soldiers to protect it. 

Under the Palestinian self- 
rule agreement, Israeli troops 
are due to pull out of built-up 
Arab areas to allow elections 
to take place. 

The mayor warned to 
Rabin's comments but esti- 
mated that no more than 150 
Israelis live permanently in 
Hebron among 120,000 
Palestinians. 

' Few Palestinians in Heb- 
ron were prepared to give 
peace much chance until the 
Israelis leave the dty. 

“We want to see new facts 
on the ground so that people 
will support the peace pro- 
cess here," Mr. Natshe said. 
"The settlers must move 
away from here.” 


4 Nigerians beheaded 
for murder in Mecca 


RIYADH (AP) — Four 
Nigerians were beheaded Fri- 
day in Mecca where they 
murdered a woman after 
breaking into her home, the 
Interior Ministry announced. 

The Nigerians strangled 
the woman, the ministry said' 
in a statement. She was not 
identified. 

The men were named as 
Mohammad Sami Ahmad, 
Biyo Ibrahim Mohammad, 
Ibrahim Mohammad Ahmad 
and Ihabo Ibrahim Abu 
Bakr. 

Sharia, or Islamic law, 
courts convicted the men of 
murder and burglary. They 
were found to have committed 
several other burglaries of 
shops, the ministry said. 

Saudi Arabia is ruled by 
Islamic law. under which 
murderers are beheaded. 
Since 1987, the same punish- 
ment has been meted out to 


convicted drug smugglers. 

Nearly 50 murderers, rap- 
ists and narcotics traffickers 
have been beheaded this 
year, usually in public 
squares after the Friday 
prayers. 

Many of them have come 
from the large expatriate 
Asian and African communi- 
ties whom form part of the 
labour force, or who stay 
behind illegally after visiting 
the kingdom with special 
visas for the annual pilgrim- 
age, or Haj, to Mecca, birth- 
place of the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

Last month, three Filipinos 
broke into the home of a 
Saudi millionaire in Riyadh 
and held his family hostage 
for a $10 million ransom. His 
two-year-old son and two of 
the hostage-takers were kil- 
led by police when they 
stormed the house. 
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A Palestinian woman under a closed barrier at the Ibrahimi Mosque next to a new sign leading ‘Passage for 

Mustons’ (AFP photo) " 

Clinton signs Gulf compensation legislation 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
President Bill Clinton 
Wednesday signed legislation 
giving the Deportment of 
Veterans Affairs authority to 
award compensation pay- 
ments to chronically disabled 
Persian Gulf war veterans 
with undiagnosed illnesses. 

“Some of our Persian Golf 
veterans are suff er i ng from 
illnesses that cannot be di- 
agnosed based on current 
available scientific and 
medical data,” the president, 
said. “The lack of a diagnosis 
at this point, however, should 
not stop us from proriding an 
expeditious and compassion- 
ate response to these veter- 
ans’ needs.” 

Veterans Affairs Secretary 
Jesse Brown said in a news 
release: “We are moving as 
quickly as possible to issue 
regulations so we can begin 
paying compensation to these 
veterans who need and de- 
serve our help. We also will 
continue to treat and di- 
agnose Persian Gulf veterans 
and conduct research to iden- 
tify what is causing their 
health, problems.” 

Mr. Brown said, that ■ his 
department will contact each 
veteran on 'its Persian Gulf 
Registry, established in 1992, 
to identify any patterns of 
illnesses among Gulf veter- 
ans, and reopen benefits 
claims that were previously 
denied. 

Following is die text of 


President Clinton’s state- 
ment, as released by the 
White House: 

“Today I am pleased to 
sign into law H.R. 5244, the 
“Veterans* Benefits Im- 
provement Act of 1994” and 
H.R. 3313, the “Veterans 
Health Programmes Exten- 
sion Act of 1994.” These bills 
address important areas of 
concern for our nation’s 
veterans. 

“Primary purpose of H.R. 
5244, the “Veterans’ Benefits 
Improvements Act of T994,” 
is to authorise compensation 
to Persian Gulf war veterans 
suffering from disabilities re- 
sulting from undiagnosed 
illnesses possibly incurred 
during service in the Persian 
Gulf theatre of operations. 

“Some of our Persian Gulf 
war veterans are suffering 
from illnesses that cannot be 
diagnosed based upon cur- 
rent available scientific and 
medical data. The lack of a 
diagnosis at this point, 
however, should not stop us 
from providing an expedi- 
tious and compassionate re- 
sponse to these veterans* 
needs. Oar nation is keenly 
aware of its responsibility to 
•the brave men and women- 
who so capably served our 
country during the Persian 
Gulf conflict. This legislation 
is designed to address their 
needs. 

“The act authorises the 
secretary of veterans affairs 


to compensate Persian Gulf 
war veterans who suffer chro- 
nic disabilities from undi- 
agnosed Alnesses that became 
manifest during or within a 
specified time after their ser- 
vice in the Gulf region. It also 
.requires the secretary of 
veterans affairs to develop 
and implement a uniform and 
comprehensive medical eva- 
luation protocol for veterans 
of the Persian Gulf conflict 
suffering from unexplained 
Alnesses. I am pleased to say 
that this protocol has already 
been established. VA medic- 
al centres and facilities are 
currently providing appropri- 
ate medical assessment, di- 
agnoses, and treatment to 
Persian Gulf war veterans. 

“This act wAl help to furth- 
er our investigation into the 
adverse health consequences 
that may be associated with 
service m the Persian Gulf, 
including potential risks to 
the family members of our 
veterans, by requiring the . 
VA to evaluate the health 
status of spouses and children 
of Persian GuHwar veterans. 
It also requires the VA to 
implement an outreach prog- ; 
ranuhe for Persian Gulf war 
veterans, including a newslet- 
ter and a toll-free telephone 
number to provide informa- 
tion concerning available be- 
nefits. 

“The “Veterans Health 


Programmes Extension Act 
of 1994,” H.R. 3313, will 
extend the VA’s authority to 
operate a number of veterans 
pro gr a mmes and activities. 
Significantly, this act will ex- 
tend the VA’s authority to 
provide Persian Gulf war 
veterans with hospital, nurs- 
ing home, and outpatient 
medical care for disabilities 
possibly incurred from expo- 
sure of toxic substances or 
environmental hazards dur- 
ing service in the Persian 
Gulf. It also extends the 
VA’s authority to provide 
Vietnam veterans with hos- 
pital and nursing home care 
for disabilities which may 
have resulted from exposure 
to dioxin. The act also ex- 
tends the VA’s authority to 
provide priority health care 
serices for disabilities poss- 
ibly related to exposure to 
ionising radiation during nuc- 
lear testing or during certain 
service in Japan following 
World War II. Finally, the 
act also authorises appropria- 
tions of S379.4 million for 
major medical facility con- 
struction and repair projects 
and 15.8 million for -major 
medical facility leases for tire 
VA. 

“Because of the important 
benefits that tins legislation 
will provide to our nation’s 
veterans and their families, I 
am very gratified to sign 
these two bills into law.” 


Aid workers ordered to leave South Sudan towns 


NAIROBI (R) — Aid 
agencies ordered their fore- 
ign staff on Friday to 
evacuate from two south- 
ern Sudanese towns be- 
cause of advancing rebels, 
aid workers said. 

They said the U.N. 
World Food Programme 
(WFP), Medecins Sans 
Frontieres ( MS F- Doctors 
Without Borders) and the 
British charity Save The 
Children told their 11 inter- 
national staff to leave the 
towns of Akon and Lieth- 
hom. 

A breakaway faction of 
the rebel Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) is 
advancing on the towns. 

Faction leader Kerubino 
Kwanynin is one of the 
founding fathers of the 
mainstream SPLA led by 
John Garang. He broke 
from Colonel Garang after 
spending 10 years in a guer- 
rilla jail plotting to topple 


his boss in the early days of 
the rebel campaign. 

The workers said Col. 
Garang's SPLA which con- 
trols tire two towns had 
advised them to leave, 
saying Mr. Kerubino and 
his men were within a day’s 
march. 

“There's been fighting 
near the two towns and 
relief workers in Akon 
heard shelling and gun- 
fire,” an aid worker in the 
Kenyan capital Nairobi 
told Reuters. “The SPLA 
advised us to evacuate.” 

They said aid workers in 
both towns had noticed a 
recent increase int he num- 
ber of people being 
brought in wounds from 
bullets and mortar bombs 
because of the internal 
SPLA power struggle. 

Factional fighting has kil- 
led thousands of people in 
the last two years and 
wounded many more. 


allowing Khartoum's gov- 
ernment forces to ioncrease 
pressure on the rival 
groups. 

The United States said 
on Thursday it bad con- 
firmed a massacre of more 
than 100 residents of the 
south Sudan town of Akot 
last week, which it said was 
carried out by anotber 
splinter SPLA group led by 
commander Riek Machar. 

Like Mr. Kerubino, Mr. 
Machar is a former aide to 
Col. Garang. 

State Department 
spokesman Mike McCuny 
said in a statement that 
most of the dead were civi- 
lians — some of them pa- 
tients in the town hospital 
who were murdered in 
their beds. Many more civi- 
lians were wounded and 
some 5,000 left homeless, 
he said. 

The black, mainly Christ- 
ian and animist SPLA has 


been fighting the Islamic 
government in Khartoum 
for 11 years and said this 
week a dry season offensive 
by Khartoum's forces had 
started. 

The SPLA disintegrated 
along tribal lines in 1991 
after internal rifts on hu- 
man rights, war tactics and 
political aims. 

A unilateral ceasefire de- 
clared by the factions and 
Khartoum in July broke 
down last week after Col. 
Garang's group said it had 
been attacked by govern- 
ment forces near the town 
of Kapoeta. 

Peace talks between re- 
bel and Sudanese govern- 
ment teams in Nairobi col- 
lapsed last month. 

The chairman of the re- 
gional peace mediators — 
Kenyan President Daniel 
Arap Moi — has been 
trying to revive the talks. 


news in brief - 


-1OT.I1* don’t want Palestinian wodent, 

tft AVTV f AFP) — Six out of every 10 Israelis oppose 
the government's decision to allow thousands of Paksti- 
return to work in Israel, according to a poll 
pSTlibed Friday. Only 35 per cent 
lifting of the closure of the Gaza Stop and West Bank 
which enables 13,000 labourers to go back to their jobs m 
the coming days. Five per cent voiced no opuuon m the 
s£vS of 500 people for the Yediot Aharonot newspaper. 
Under the army conditions, all workers must be manwd, 
ov£r the age of 30 and have previously teen ^employed in 
Israel Fewer than; . 4,000 labourers reached their jobs m 
Israel’ on Thursday after only 1.000 on Wednesday Mid* 
few score the day before, the army said. Transport 
problems and delays in issuing permits ^r^ame^r the 
shortfall. When the array sealed off the Gaza Strip and 
occupied West Bank on Oct. 19 after a Palestinian ; strode 
bomber blew up a Tel Aviv bus killing himself and 22 
Israelis, some 70,000 Arabs were employed in Israel. 

4 die, one missing in W. Bank floods 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A Palestinian 
mother and her daughter were swept away from their home 
and two Israelis died and a third was missing after torTen&al 
rain, police said Friday. The Palestinians' bodira were 
found Thursday night several hundred metres from the 
house at Beit Jann village on the West Bank. One Israeli 
drowned and a second disappeared after their car was 

• . , rr ■. a i .... Aftiilo in fhi* north. (IMIWF 


collapsed on him during the storm at Kiryat Malachi in the 
south. Another helicopter rescued four youngsters who 
were stranded - by flash floods during a hike in the Judaean 
I desert., Two Jordanians also died in the storms on the 
other side of the Jordan Rift Valley, civil defence workers 
said in Amman. Heavy rains battered Egypt, Israel and 
Jordan since Wednesday. Almost 500 people were killed in 
the southern Egyptian province of Assiut, most of them in 
an oil blaze triggered by torrential rains. 

260 prisonerrs held in Khiyam jail 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Around 260 people, some of them 
teenagers, are being held without charge in an Israeli jail in 
South Lebanon, a committee for the defence of the 
- prisoners said Thursday. It also charged in a report that 11 
detainees had been tortured to death. The report was 
submitted to the Foreign Ministry which would hand it on 
to the United Nations as part of efforts to set up an 
international committee to investigate Khiyam prison in 
South Lebanon, the state-run news agency ANI said. U.N, 
Secretary General Boutros Ghali asked Lebanese Foreign 
Minister Faress Bouez for details on the number of 
prisoners held in Khiyam, promising to send an inquiry 
team, the agency said. “Around 260 Lebanese men and 
women are currently being held in Khiyam like hostages,” 
according to the report quoted by ANI. It said 11 prisoners 
had died of torture in detention since the Khiyam prison 
opened in 1985 inside Israel’s self-declared “security zone” 
in southern Lebanon. The prisoners are aged between 14 
and 65 and are being held without charge, the report said. 

Uganda president visits Libya 

TUNIS (R) — Uganda's President Yowerei Museveni has 
arrived in Tripoli for talks with Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi, the official Libyan news agency JANA said on 
Friday. “I visit the great Jumhuriyah (Libya) to meet with 
my brother Muammar Qadhafi to discuss several' issues 
interesting tire two countries/’ Mr. Museveni is quoted by 
JANA as saying on arrival on Thursday mg)it. Mr. 
Museveni last visited Libya in June after he attended an 
African summit in neighbouring Tunisia. 

‘Libya ready to ease position on Israel* 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
has told the Israeli government he is ready to soften his 
positions on Israel and the issue of “terrorism," the foreign 
ministry said. Foreign Minister Shimon Peres told reporters, 
that Colonel Qadhafi had sent a message to the IsraeUjJ 
government through Turkish Prime Minister Tansu dUer, 
currently on a visit here. She received the message while 
passing through Tripoli on Tuesday. Mr. Peres described 
the message as “vague,” but a senior Israeli offidal said 
Libya was anxious to improve its relations with the West 
and the United Stales via Israel. Libya since April 15, 1992 
has been the target of an air and arms embargo imposed tty 
the U.N. Security Council for its refusal to hand over two 
suspects wanted in connection with the 1988 bombing of la 
U-S. airliner over Scotland, which killed 288. Both the 
United States and Britain want to put the pair on tria). 

Israeli gets 15 years for murder 

TEL AVIV (AP) — - a Tel Aviv court sentenced an 
to 15 years after he appealed a life sentence for i 
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CHURCHES 

Si. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweUfeh, Tel. 810740 
AmtnWes of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tci. 624590. 
Church of the Anuuneiathn Tel. 
637440. 


D* b SaOc Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Ammdttlta Tel. 
623541. 

Angfeau Church Tel. 630851. Tci. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman Interna tfonai Church Tel. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tci. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church or Nazarene Td. 675691. 
The EvaugeOcal Local Church in 

Tel. 811295 
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WEATHER 


by the Dcpart- 


Bullctiit 
meat of 


Temperatures arc expected to drop 
gradMtty with a chance of sAowcrs 
and winds becoming northwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, skies wOl be 
partly cloudy, winds northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 
Amman 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 


...... Ii/I8 

16/26 

9/22 

15/23 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 20. Aqaba 27 Humidity 
readings: Amman 62 per cent. 
Aqaba 76 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Fakhri Taych 885881 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 776751 

Dr. NidalDahleh 827195 

Dr. Bassasm Karadshch .... 759200 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukb pharmacy 623672 

A1 Saturn pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmchooi pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


monk 

Dr.FayaQadi ... 
Alqads pharmacy 


ZARQA : 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi 

Khali fch pharmacy 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 11 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775/2/ 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department ... 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipalhy 

Complaints 7871 II 

Telephone Information 

(dmxtoty assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623/0/ 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731/1 

RadioJordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

FU Flight Information .... 08-53200 


Queen Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centro 813813/32 
KhaUdi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

AkUch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Abli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 
Amai Hospital 674155 • 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

Ibn Sins Hospital [ 09)986732 

AIHjfana Modem Hospital (09)990990 
IRBUh 

Princess Basma Hatful (Q2E75JJ5 

Greek Catbofic Hospital (02072275 
Dm A1 Niftxs Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 11 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 

JUUUVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

84450 Jakarta, Singapore (RJ) 

0*15 .TXqutajRjj 

o *S4B New Delhi (RJ) 

WriS Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Beirut (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

*0s30 Dhahran. Aqaba (RJ) 

l&W New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

I&30 Cairo (RJ) 

London. Berlin (RJ) 

JJsfS Frankfort. Vienna (RJ) 

0335 .... Brussels, Paris (add) (RJ) 


Other nights (Terminal 2 ) 

JJj?! Vienna (OS) 

Jfifi Rome. Lamaca (AZ) 

r-v— "■ Bc >nii (ME) 

H===i=3S:« 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

£££ 

!!” Beirut (RJ j 

il'm Atnsterdam.Ncv^ort! [rJ) 

ilS ^vAqaba. Paris (RJ) 

“si Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

— - Brussels. Paris <Rj) 

10.45 d":’"".'" Cairo (RJ) 

£££ Bahnun. Doha (RJ) 

20-m Larnaca (Rj) 

07:45 e, . ' 

LfcSO ;; ■*•"« (ME) 

19:15 Yi?! na<OS ) 

2fc00 Dubai (EK) 

23:59 (IY) 

0*26 " 

0930 Anwcrdam (kj_) 

Cairo (MS) 


* 254S Athens (OA) 

HUA 2 RAILWAY TRAIN 

5* £r- ss a - mcvcr y 

arr. pan a si u i SOT p.m. every Mondjy 
7J0a.m.cvc?y3y 
An-. Am, .... 5:00 p . ra . ^ Wky 

**arket prices 

Upper/lower price in fib per kg. ' 

SSLr::::22fc“ 7 “S. 

Banana (Mukiimmarj 620 

>*>'#> 

J?amcntinc ion 

"no* I® 

&„ F ™; 

Marrow (lar-V 


feH? *2.' 22 


oK*** 400/300 

Tmf? 280/200 

String beans "[".BOW 500 
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TCC announces lower rates 
for international calls 


'AMMAN (J.T.) —The Tele- 
communications Corporation 
. ’(TCC) has decided to reduce 

* charges on internationaJ tele- 
phone calls on Friday and 

* those made to the occupied 
; ‘territories, the self-rule areas 

'and Israel, according to an 
: announcement Friday. 

* ' The TCC board, which met 
: ‘under the chairmanship of 
; 'Minister of Post and Com- 

■ ; munications Hashem Dab- 

■ ‘ bas, took the decision in 
: order to enable the largest 

possible number of citizens to 

■ call relatives and friends in 
the Arab World on the 

' 1 weekend, as well as friends in 
; “other countries, said Walid 

■ ; Dweik, acting TCC director 
! ‘ general, in a statement to the 
; : Jordan News Agency, Petra. 
; f As of Friday Nov. 11, in- 
> ; ternational daytime calls on 
I ' Fridays will cost as much as 


the usual, reduced rate night 
calls (between 10 p.m. and 7 
a.m. the next day), said Mr. 
Dweik in his statement. 

The current daytime call 
costs JD 2 per minute plus a 
10 per cent service charge 
and the nipht-time calls costs 
JD 1.4 per minute plus a 10 
per ceat, serice charge. 

Calls made to Israel and 
the Palestinian lands will cost 
900 ills per minute during the 
daytime hours and 630 fils 
per minute during the night 
hours. 

The previous rate was 
JD 1.2 a minute by day or by 
nigbt. 

Mr. Dweik said the TCC 
has installed a microwave 
link with Israel enabling 
Jordanian subscribers to 
make direct calls, thus jus- 
tifying the reduction in rates. 

He said that the rates for 


calls to Israel and the Palesti- 
nian lands will take effect as 
of December 1994 

Meanwhile, the TCC 
board decided that the fol- 
lowing groups wfll be given 
priority over others when ap- 
plying for telephone service: 
banks, the press, news agen- 
cies, companies and the 
tourism sector. 

He said that the board de- 
cided at an earlier session to 
also add factories, sharehold- 
ing companies and regional | 
organisations to the list of 
applicants for telephone 
lines. 

According to Mr. Dweik, 
the decision was taken in 
light of an expected surge in 
investment areas in the com- 
ing stage, noting it was neces- 
sary to offer incentives to 
encourage economic pro- 
jects. 


Arab regional preparatory meeting for 1995 
Beijing conference on women to convene 

Participants to assess key issues for women in Arab region 



AMMAN (J.T,) — This 
week in Amman, the Arab 
Regional Preparatory Meet- 
ing for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women will 
convene at the Philadelphia 
Hotel. The five-day meeting 
is organised by the Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA), in 
cooperation with the League 
of Arab States and the Cen- 
tre of Arab Women for 
Training and Research 
(CAWTAR). 

Held under the patronage 
of Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Basina, chairperson of 
the Jordanian National Com- 
mittee for Women and Ger- 
trude Mongella, secretary- 
general of the Fourth World 
■Conference on Women, the 
meeting will assess the key 
issues for women in the Arab 
region and ultimately provide 
input to the Arab regional, 
report for the conference 
which will be held in Sept. 
1995 in Beijing. 

The Fourth World Confer- 


ence on Women will review 
the advancement of women 
since 1985 in light of the 1985 
Nairobi Forward-Looking 
Strategies. Thanks to press- 
ure at all levels, women are 
increasingly gaining crucial 
access to proper healthcare, 
education and civil justice, 
and women’s heightened 
awareness of their common 
problems has provoked an 
ESCWA determined mobi- 
lisation to fight discrimina- 
tion and persistent injustices, 
according to spokeswoman in 
Amman Vera Azar. 

But, just how much have 
these advances, unproved the 
lives of the average woman? 
And, in view of the sustained 
soda! and economic crises 
facing much of the world 
today, just how deep is the 
commitment of government 
to eliminate discrimination 
against women are questions 
which will be studied, said 
Ms. Azar. 

In Sept. 199S, thousands of 
women and men from around 


U.S. university 
fairs open today 


HER ROYAL HIGHNESS Princess Basma 
Friday attends deliberations of one of 39 
workshops currently held as part of the 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 
forum, which started here Thursday. The 
three-day forum b held to prepare for the 
World Conference on Women schedided for 
September 1995 in Bering. Taking part in the 


forum are 900 women from 16 Arab countries. 
The event seeks to crystallise a pan- Arab plan 
reflecting Arab women’s views on issues that 
wfil be addressed during the Bering confer- 
ence. The recommendations reached dnrhig 
t&@ Amman formn wfll be presented to an 
Arab regional preparatory meeting (see sepa- 
rate story) (Petra photo) 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sqour returns from^Caira 
minister meeting i fivfi ■ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social De- 
velopment Mohammad Sqour Friday re- 
turned home after attending meetings of the 
Executive Bureau of the Council of Arab 
Ministers of Social Affairs which concluded in 
Cairo Thursday. In an arrival statement. Dr. 
Sqour, who chaired the bureau's dosing 
session, said participants discussed 27 subjects 
including a proposal for a pan-Arab strategy 
to fight drug trafficking and abuse. The 
strategy will be drafted by the Council of 
Ministers of Sodal Affairs, the Coundl of 
Arab Health Ministers and the Coundl of 
Arab Ministers of Interior, the bureau also 
discussed a pan-Arab paper to be presented to 
the World Summit for Sodal Development, 
which will be held in Copenhagen in March, 
Dr. Sqour said. The Executive Bureau's 
meeting was held to prepare for the meeting 
of the Council of Arab Ministers of Sodal 
Affairs which will be held in Cairo in mid- 
December. 


Jordan to attend EU w. • 
programme 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs will take part in a six-day programme 
on diplomatic work, organised by the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) in Brussels. Attending the 
programme, which starts Monday, will be 
Wasfi Ayyad and Omar Barakat. The prog- 
ramme includes discussions and lectures ab- 
out EU polices. 

Regional seminar to discuss 
water conservation 

AMMAN (Petra) — A four-day regional 
symposium on water conservation in agricul- 
ture will be held here on Nov. 21 with experts 
from several countries paitidpating. Partici- 
pants will exchange information data and 
technical information on the use of water for 
agriculture, and will discuss issues pertaining 
to the establishment of an information net 
work on the optimal use of water and pesti 
ddes in agriculture. ~ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Un- 
den Educational Services, in 
cooperation with 
AMID EAST in Amman, will 
hold two days of U.S. educa- 
tional and university fairs 
starting today to familiarise 
high school -students with 
higher education opportuni- 
ties in the United States, 
according to an AMIDEAST 
statement. 

Last January, the Linden 
visit to Jordan consisted of 14 
university representatives 
who met with more than 1 

1.000 prospective students. 

In conjunction with 

AMIDEAST, a variety of 
activities have been arranged 
so that more students can 
take ac$4ntage of this oppor- 
tunity/- - 

Accqnfing to AMIDEAST 
Country Director Janirie £f" 
Tal, “There is a strong tradi- 
tion of educational coopera- 
tion between Jordan and the 
United States. Last year, 
more than 3,200 Jordanian 
students were enrolled in 
American universities. Over 

2.000 of these students were 
pursuing undergraduate de- 
grees.” 

Ms. Tal emphasised, “The 
United States posseses 
thousands of universities that 
offer quality education at all 
levels. This includes out- 
standing short-term, inten- 
sive training opportunities for 
professionals, businesses, in- 
dustries, and government 
agencies in virtually any field. 

“The Linden tour offers 
Jordanians the unique oppor- 
tunity to personally meet 
with representatives from a 


21 killed in llashfloods Death toll in Egypt near 550 


(Con tinned from page 1) 


tion of small bridges. 
r - In Taffleb, the storm was 
reported to have caused dam- 
■ age to roads and culverts and 
flooding of homes. 

• Until late Thursday the 
Amman-Jerash road was re- 
ported closed because of 
! landslides along parts of the 
/ ’highway. According to a PSD 
announcement, many of the 
roads in the northern Badia 
region were also closed be- 
“ cause of the flood. 

Nine people killed in Zar- 
qa as a result of the flood 
■were identified r~ Dua'a 
Mohammad Fayy ih (9). 
Ghaith Mohammad Fayyad 
;(11), Alaa’ Abdullah 
Fayyadh (4), Riham Moham- 
mad Fayyadh (14), Areej 
Ahmad Yousef (2), Sabah 
Yousef Faraja (16), Khadija - 
Yousef Faraj (26), and Zuha 
Salem Sweilem Khawaldeh 
_ .(30). In addition, a nine-year 
.old child whose identity was 
-■not known was also killed. 

The two killed in Madaba 
!|were identified as Awad 
jSeifan Nofal AI Zabven and 
:$tfha Hassan Al Bawarid. 

In Mafraq four people 
. were killed, but the identity 
of only two was known; 
Mohammad Sari Jamil and 
.‘Usama Mohammad Abu 
.Jasem. 

;* In other developments, the 
Jordan Valley Authority 
.^JVA) was on Friday clean- 
ing the King Abdullah Canal 
-from sediments and rocks 
-drawn in by the floods. 

JVA Secretary General 
I '+fisham Al Shboul said the 
. authority’s personnel and 
machinery were put on full 
alert along the canal, which 


extends from Al Adassiyeh in 
the northern Jordan Valley to 
South Shuneh, to remove 
rocks and other sediments. 

He said the authority had 
finished clearing the canal in 
Al Arida area where the flow 
of water from north to south 
was completely blocked by 
rocks and was clearing 
another spot near Al 
Karameh town. 

Mr. Shboul said the JVA 
was forced to increase the 
amount quantities of water 
pumped from the canal to 
Amman. The authority also 
started pumping water from 
the canal to Wadi Al Araba 
dam. Usually, the authority 
pumps water from the dam 
into the canal. 

Mr. Shboul said that the 
floods had replenished water 
in the King Talal Dam, the 
largest in the Kingdom, as 
eight million cubic metres fo 
water were collected by the 
dam. 

Mr. Shboul said that at the 
peak hour of the storm water 
was flowing into the dam, 
north of Amman, at a rate of 
Z13 cubic metres per second, 
dropping to 26 cubic metres 
by Friday evening. 

He said water flowing into 
the dam, mainly from Al 
Zarqa River, has increased 
the volume of water in the 
reservoir, which can take 1 
almost 100 million cubic 
metres, to 24.7 million cubic 
metres. 

• The quantities received 
Thursday and Friday, he 
noted, will help improve the 
quality of water held by the 
dam and reduce salinity. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Manqabad, where refugees 
from Dronka and from areas 
hit by floods are staying until 
they can go home. 

The camp is about seven 
kilometres north of Dronka, 
where the local people are 
accusing the authorities of 
negligence at the fuel depot 
and delays in providing relief. 

Presidential guards sealed 
off the village and no repor- 
ters were initially let in after 
Mr. Mubarak’s arrival in 
nearly Assiut. There was no 
explanation for his decision 
not to go there. 

Later in the Dronka area, 
residents expressed anger at 
the failure or the president to 
visit them. 

"Where is the president? 
Why did the people die? Be- 
cause of the government’s 
petrol. Why didn't he come 
to see us?” asked 17-year-old 
SaJah Sayyed. 

Prime Minister Atef Sedki 
and five ministers visited 
Dronka on Thursday but 
villagers complained early on 
Friday that they had still not 
seen the compensation which 
he promised. 

“Nothing has come, just 
some blankets which arrived 
yesterday,” said Mohammad 
Hussein, a salesman who 
lives in Dronka, 320 
kilometres south of Cairo. 

Two hundred displaced 
people spent the night in the 
40 tents at the camp at Man- 
qabad but thousands of 
others slept in the street or 
with friends and relatives. 

The government has play- 
ed down the death toll and 
says it has done everything 
possible to help the victims. 

Mr. Mubarak tried to reas- 


sure the displaced people at 
the camp, telling them they 
would receive compensation 
for their losses, according to 
local officials who were pre- 
sent. 

Major-General Kama! 
Mandour, a civil defence 
officer from Cairo, told re- 
porters in Dronka on Friday 
that 260 people died in the 
fuel depot fire and the floods 
in the village. 

But villagers disputed the 
figure. "That's not true. Five 
thousand people died in 
Dronka,” said Mohammad 
Ahmad, a farmer. 

“It’s not true, not true," 
echoed other villagers. 

Hospitals in the Assiut 
area say they have received 
more than 320 corpses from 
the village, where floods on 
Wednesday morning over- 
turned tanker wagons full of 
fuel which then ignited. 

Mr. Mandour said the 
death toll might yet rise as 
rescuers search the devas- 
tated part of the village house 
by house. 

Other corpses have not 
readied the hospitals and ab- 
out 80 people have been kil- 
led in flash floods in other 
parts of southern Egypt, local 
officials said. 

The latest discoveries in 
Dronka included 21 corpses 
from a mosque where they 
had tried to take shelter and a 
whole family of 15 which 
suffocated to death after 
climbing up to the fifth floor 
of the building next to their 
house. 

Villagers buried 45 dead in 
a mass grave on Thursday 
evening and on Friday dozens 
of women in black sat against 
the cemetery wall weeping 
and wailing for their rela- 


n umber of excellent institu- 
tions.” 

Activities begin today with 
a series of private visits to 
various Jordanian secondary 
schools. 

A university fair will be 
held from 5-8 p.m. at die 
Jordan Inter. Continental 
Hotel. This event is free and 
open to the public. 

It will provide an occasion 
for students and their families 
to meet directly with the rep- 
resentatives and to learn ab- 
- out the degrees and program- 
mes offered by their respec- 
tive universities, said the 
statement. 

On Sunday, from 9 a.m.- 
6:30 p.m., AMIDEAST is 
sponsoring a free educational 
fair at the -American Centre 
of the U.S. embassy. 

Also open to the public, 
this fair will feature informa- 
tion sessions on studying in 
the United States, career 
planning, applying to U.S. 
colleges, predeparture 
orientation to the United 
States, graduate studies, and 
financial aid. 

Students wfll also be able 
to meet with the visiting uni- 
versity representatives as well 
as o f r i ci a Is from 
AMIDEAST, the United 
States Information Service, 
the American Language Cen- 
tre, the United States Agency 
for International Develop- 
ment, the Sky Insitute of 
Technology, and the Amer- 
ican University of Beirut 
Alumni Club, E1S Language 
Centres and Jordanian Alum- 
ni Society Graduates of U.S. 
Universities. 


tiVes. 

At noon prayers across the 
country, congregations said 
special prayers for the victims 
of the disaster. 

The land around Dronka 
now looks like a World War 
II battleground, with black- 
ened trees sticking out of a 
sea of mud: - - - 

One pool of fuel caught 
fire on Friday as workers 
nearby went from house to 
house looking for bodies. 
Flames leapt 10 metres high 
and it took 15 minutes to- 
extinguish them. 

One group of workers 
waded through pools of mud 
looking for the body of a 
seven-year-old girl believed 
to have drowned. 

An elderly man, Abdul 
Shafl Shaaban, arrived with a 
piece of burnt human flesh 
wrapped in cloth and said it 
was all he could recover from . 
the body of one of his grand- 
sons. 

He put h silently in the 
back of an ambulance and 
then told reporter he had 
lost his wife, his children and 
his grandchildren in the disas- 
ter. 

In Cairo the opposition 
newspaper Al Wafd criticised 
the government for por- 
traying the disaster as an act 
of God. 

“It is nonsense to blame 
fete for our own shortcom- 
ings and negligence,” it said 
in a front-page editorial. 

“The state has a duty to 
prepare to deal with these 
natural disasters at any time 
and in any place,” it added. 

Military sources said two 
Saudi planes had arrived at 
an airbase outside Cairo with 
relief supplies. Two Egyptian 
airforce planes were flying to 
Assiut on Friday with food 
and blankets for them, the 
sources added. 


the world will meet in Beijing 
for the conference. They will 
attempt to answer these ques- 
tions, assessing the progress- 
ed the shortfalls-of the past 
two decades and identify ac- 
tion to be taken, she said. 

Despite the growing evi- 
dence that investments in 
women have an enormous 
impact on society as a whole, 
no one can deny that women 
continue to face discrimina- 
tion in social, economic, poli- 
tical and cultural spheres, 
Ms. Azar said. 

According to ESCWA: 

— Today, only seven of the 
184 ambassadors to the Un- 
ited Nations are women. 
Only four of the 32' U.N. 
specialised agencies and 
programmes are headed by 
women. 

— In 1993, only six coun- 
tries had women as heads of 
government while the aver- 
age proportion of women in 
the world's parliaments had 
dropped to 10 per cent-from 
12 per cent in 1989. 


Three quarters of women 
over 25 in much of Africa and 
Asia are illiterate, a much 
higher rate than for men and 
a residue of past discrimina- 
tion. Women account for two 
thirds of illiterate people in 
the world. 

— On average, women re- 
‘ ceive between 30 and 40 per 
cent less pay than men for the 
same work. At the same 
time, much of women’s daily 
work is unremunerated and 
the value of household labour 
unrecorded. 

— Half a million women, 
nearly all of them in develop- 
ing countries, die each year 
from pregnancy-related 
causes. Thirty per cent of 
them are teenageis. 

— The break-up of families 
caused, by armed conflict, 
economic difficulties and in- 
creased divorce rates, has led 
to a burgeoning growth in the 
number of female-headed 
households. One third of all 
families worldwide are 
handed by a woman. These 


families are often poor and 
lack financial support from 
the fathers of the children. 
Everywhere, women and 
children are the poorest 
among the poor. 

— Violence against women 
is recognised to be pervasive 
across cultures and regions. 

In order to achieve 
meaningful, equitable part- 
nership between women and 
men, according to the U.N. 
much more will have to be 
done to change persistent 
stereotyped attitudes, to im- 
prove the conditions ' of 
women around the world and 
to promote and defend their 
human rights. 

The conference offers gov- 
ernments, non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs), the 
private sector and individuals 
the opportunity to review 
their efforts and renew their 
commitment to the theme, of 
the conference: “Action for 
Equality, Development and 
Peace,” said Ms. Azar. 


Seminar to look at opportunities 
in Jordanian, S. African business 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Am- 
man Chamber of Industry 
and the South African 
embassy in Jordan Monday 
are organising a seminar here 
entitled “Jordan-South Afri- 
ca Business Opportunities,”' 
according to an announce- 
ment Friday. 

The seminar is designed to 
familiarise a visiting econo- 
mic delegation from South 
Africa with the Jordanian 
economy and prospects for 
expanded trade, according to 
chamber chairman Khaldoun 
Abu Hassan. 

Mr. Abu Hassan, who has 
invited the Jordanian busi- 
ness community to the meet- 
ing, said the , four-member 
South African- ‘ delegatio n is 
•made up of rejri€simta'tiVes of 
the Department of Foreign 
"Affairs, the National African 
Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce, the South Afri- 
can Chamber of Business and 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry. 

Meanwhile, the Chamber 


of Industry is preparing for 
. two industrial exhibitions to 
be opened in Jordan to intro- 
duce the public to Jordanian 
manufactured products. 

A statement Friday said 
that one of the two exhibi- 
tions wfll be held in Zarqa to 
mark His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's birthday on Nov. 14 
and the other will be orga- 
nised in Amman on Jordan’s 
Independence Day 
anniversary on May 25. 

The Jordanian Business- 
men’s Association (JBA) 
announced Friday that it will 
organise a meeting with a 
10-member American econo- 
mic delegation at Amman 
Philadelphia Hold on Tues- 
day. 

- A -JBA' statement 'Said the 
delegation represents the De- 
partment of Commerce, die 
Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation, the Depart- 
ment of State, die Depart- 
ment of the Treasury and the 
Export/Import bank. 

The statement said the 


meeting assumes a great sig- 
nificance coming in the wake 
of a visit to Jordan by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and the 
conclusion of the Middle East 
and North Africa Economic 
Conference in Casablanca. 

Hamdi Tabbaa JBA chair- 
man is to be one of the main 
speakers at the meeting and 
is expected to outline future 
cooperation between the pri- 
vate sectors in the United 1 
States and Jordan in light of 
U.S. pledges to help Jordan's 
economy, said the statement. 

Representatives of the 
Jordanian business commun- 
ity have been invited to 
attend the meeting and ' to 
exchange; views on prospefcts. 
for Cooperation in economic 
and trade 'fields, it’ adde^_ 

The meeting will be th_* 
second of its kind this year, 
following a visit to Jordan last 
January by U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Ronald Brown 
accompanied by a large busi- 
ness delegation. 


Jordan still a target, despite 
signing peace treaty — Obeidat 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Senator 
Ahmad Obeidat has under- 
lined that Jordan is still being 
targetted politically, econo- 
mically, culturally and 
psychologically despite the 
fact that it had signed a peace 
treaty with Israel. 

In a lecture delivered at the 
Arab Forum last week, Mr. 
Obeidat, a former prime 
minister, called for safe- 
guarding national unity and 
protecting the domestic front 
in the face of challenges con- 
fronting Jordan. 

He called on all Jordanians 
to shoulder their various re- 
sponsibilities to confront the 
new realities in the aftermath 
of the peace treaty "and to - 
work in an organised manner 
to adapt to the requirements 
of the coming stage to reduce 
the repercussions of '“the 
shock of peace” and to be- 
nefit from the prevailing 
national, regional and inter- 
national conditions to the 
maximum. 

“If dangers are inherent in 
the complications of the 
stages that follow signing of 
treaties, we will be in an 
unenviable position, especial- 
ly if there were no national 
will determined to protect 
national unity and the derao- 
cratisation process...,” he 
said. 

Mr. Obeidat called for 
creating a multi-dimensional, 
integrated (flan to enable the 


should be based on modernis- 
ing the government’s admi- 
nistrative institutions and en- 
hancing public participation 
in the decision making pro- 
cess. 

He demanded that work 
start on establishing modem 




Ahmad Obeidat . 

state institutions- which will 
be able to transform the peo- 
ple from the position of spec- 
tators and state of careless- 
ness to the position of the 
participants in shonldering 
responsibilities. 

Israel, he said, is trying to ■ 
be at the heart of the new 
regional order in the Middle 
East, stressing that the Jew- 
ish state constitutes the 
strongest and richest in the 
Jordanian-Palestinian-Israeli 
triangle. 

Furthermore, Mr. Obeidat 
said that Jordan will not have 
many choices for the future, 
adding that the Kingdom has 
to re-organise its political and 
social institutions in order to 
have a genuine role in the 
making pf the future, wam- 


and social hypocrisy disr- 
guised in outdated slogans 
would prevail. 

“We aspire these days to a 
homeland where human and 
citizens’ rights are protected 
and where the values of soli- 
darity and productive work 


on the basis of justice and 
providing equal opportunities 
to all and where law and 
order prevail," said the sena- 
tor in his lecture, titled “Jor- 
dan — To Where?” 

He affirmed that the state 
institutions should shoulder 
their responsibilities and 
commit themselves to the 
Constitution and the Nation- 
al Charter instead of wasting 
time in creating “personal- 
ised institutions and enhanc- 
ing the centres of strength 
and adopting tribal and fac- 
tional symbols that are com- 
peting to achieve their per- 
sonal gains at the expense of 
the country and the citizens' 
constitutional, legal and hu- 
man rights.” 

He said the Jordanian peo- 
ple have for long awaited the 
liberation of their occupied 
land and now that the land is 
liberated, Jordan’s main 
priority becomes to “liberate 
citizens from fear and pover- 
ty and to immunise them 
against all forms of influence 
through work on protecting 
public freedoms, achieving 
social justice and safeguard- 
ing national unity in all cir- 
cumstances and conditions.'' 

He said this is the responsi- 
bility of the constitutional in-’ 
stitutions as it is the responsi- 
bility of political parties and 
economic and sodal institu- 
tions. 

Mr. Obeidat also called on 


Organisation (PLO) on the 
final form of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship and 
to agree on the question of 
Jerusalem, and warned that 
the goals of the Zionist, colo- 
nial project in the Arab re- 
gion are still alive. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


^ Poetry redial by Haya Hwaik Atiyeh at 
the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art at 
6:00 pan. 

& Exhibition of paintings by Ahmad Na’wash 
at Abdul Hameed Shomau Foundation, 

* Exhibition of paintings by Safaum Kan’an at 
the Balfcaa Art Gallery, Fuhcss. 

* Exhibition of art by Annie Sakkab at the 


French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of ofl paintings by Iraqi artist 
Ibmtiim AI Abdafi at Orfeli Art Gallery. 

fr Exhibition of art by Adnan Al Sharif at 
An ’ad Art Gallery. 

fr Exhibition of ofl paintings by Iman Khaled 
anc. Fawzi Rasoul at Bakulin Art GaOcxy; 
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Chirac announces candidacy 


PARIS (R) — Jacques Chir- 
ac, mayor of Paris and leader 
of France’s conservative 
Caullist party. Friday be- 
came the first major conten- 
der officially to enter next 
year's presidential election 
race six months before the 
ballot. 

Twice defeated for the. 
presidency in 1981 and 1988, 
Mr. Chirac took the risk of an 
early burn-out because he is 
trailing an increasingly dis- 
tant third in opinion polls 
behind Gaullist Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Balladur and 
Socialist European Commis- 
sion President Jacques De- 
iors, who are neck-and-neck. 

“I have decided to clarify 
the situation by announcing 
today that I am a candidate 
for the next presidential elec- 
don," Mr. Chirac, 61, told 
the newspaper La Voix Du 
Nord. 

“No one really doubted it 
but I think things have to be 
said clearly," he said. 

The latest survey, a Louis 
Harris poll issued Thursday, 
showed Mr. Deiors and Mr. 
Balladur stand exactly level, 
white Mr. Deiors would beat 
Mr. Chirac by 54 per cent to 
46 per cent in a run-off. 

The two-round election is 
due to be held next April 23 
and May 7 but incumbent 
Socialist President Francois 
Mitterrand’s battle against 
prostate cancer had ted to 
speculation that the poll 
might have to be brought 
forward. 

By declaring so early, poli- 
tical commentators said Mr. 


Chirac ran a serious risk of 
his campaign burning out be- 
fore Mr. Balladur is expected 
to enter the race in January. 
Mr. Deiors has said he will 
not announce his intentions 
until he leaves Brussels on 
Jan. 26. 

Mr. Balladur and Mr. 
Chirac had been waging an 
increasingly vicious battle 
and Mr. Chirac said the 
"hypocrisy" of an undeclared 
race had created an unheal- 
thy atmosphere. 

"The French people have a 
right to know who will shape 
their fate and towards which 
horizons," he said. 

In thinly veiled criticism of 
Mr. Bailadur’s economic 
policies, Mr. Chirac said 
growth would not be suffi- 
cient to solve acute unem- 
ployment that threatened a v 
break-up of society. 

"Between the risks of a 
dean-break policy that would 
sow disorder and the comfort 
of lukewarm policies that 
would plunge our country 
into lethargic decline, com- 
mon sense imposes the need 
for change,” he said. . 

More nationalistic and in- 
terventionist than Mr. Baha- 
dur, Mr. Chirac is dose to 
France’s farm lobby. Last 
month, he described the plan 
for a single European curren- 
cy as "inapplicable." 

“Things are now clear, the 
debate can start.” said Jean- 
Louis Deb re, a dose Chirac 
aide. In a dear swipe at Mr. 
Balladur, he added: “Those 
who have nothing to say want 
to delay the campaign as long 


as possible." 

Mr. Debre added that Mr. 
Balladur would be well 
advised to stick to governing 
the country and not enter the 
presidential race. 

A leading Balladur suppor- 
ter, parliamentarian Patrick 
Devedjian, called Mr. Chir- 
ac’s announcement a non- 
event and said the prime 
minister would stick to "put- 
ting France back on its feet." 

"'Starting the presidential 
campaign now runs the risk 
of dividing the coalition," 
Mr. Devedjian said on 
Europe 1 Radio. 

Political commentator Phi- 
lippe Alexandre said Mr. 
Chirac had been pushed into 
stepping forward at this stage 
by his staff who were becom- 
ing impatient. 

Mr. Alexandre said Mr. 
Chirac also needed to nip in 
the bud of Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua’s campaign 
for primaries within the right 
to choose a joint presidential 
candidate, as Mr. Balladur 
would be the favourite to win 
them. 

The Gaulist party will hold 
an emergency congress next 
week to endorse Mr. Chirac’s 
candidacy, officials at party 
headquarters said. 

Nov. 12 congress appeared 
to be a move to head off any 
challenge to Mr. Chirac by 
supporters of Mr. Balladur. 

Meanwhile, French news- 
papers savaged the magazine 
Paris-Match Friday for break- 
ing taboo shielding politi- 
cians' private lives and pub- 
lishing pictures of President 


Frandos Mitterrand’s illegiti- 
mate daughter Mazarine. 

The conservative daily Le 
Figaro called it “pigsty jour- 
nalism” and the popular daily 
France-Soir warned the 
French press against follow- 
ing the Anglo-Saxon media's 
example and hunting politi- 
cians into their beds. 

In contrast to Britain and 
the United States, the media 
in France traditionally draw a 
discreet veil over politicians’ 
personal lives. It is an offence 
to publish photographs with- 
out the permission of the 
subject. 

“For year,. France had re- 
mained an island of wisdom 
in the ocean of disclosures 
that pollute American, Brit- 
ish, Italian or German news- 
papers,” Le Figaro said. 

"If all eyes look below the 
belt, are we not going to 
furthermore discredit a poli- 
tical dass already destabilised 
by financial scandals?" it 
asked. 


France-Soir said the unpre- 
cedented pictures plunged 
the French press into the 
ruthless world of British and 
U.S. media “which think 
policy is also made on the 
pillow.” 

"It is hard to see bow the 
fact that he has an illegiti- 
mate daughter can or will 
influence the head of state in 
his mission," the newspaper 
said. 

"Is this an error or a media 
revolution? We tend to be- 
lieve it is the former.” 
France-Soir said. 


Nigerian court grants bail to Abiola 


federal 

Nigeria 


; LAGOS (R) — A 
; court of appeal in 

• 'Friday granted detained 

opposition leader Moshood 
~ ' Abiola bail and urged him to 

- keep the peace, a court re- 
■ porter said. 

Justice Umaru Abdullahi, 
; presiding judge at the Court 

• of Appeal in Kaduna. gave 

- ,the ruling in an appeal filed 


by Mr. Abiola against the 
refusal of a lower court trying 
him for treason to grant him 
unconditional bail, said a 
journalist who was in court in 
the northern city. Mr. 
Abiola, the undeclared win- 
ner of 'last year’s annulled 
presidential vote, was not in 
court. 

The prosecutor said the 


military government would 
appeal against the ruling. 


Justice Abdullahi said "we 
hereby set aside the judge- 
ment of the lower court and 
have hereby granted you bail 
in self recognition and urge 
you to desist from doing any- 
thing that could jeopardise 
the peace of the nation." 
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. This multiple exposure photograph shows the 
moon progressively covering the sun during 
. the last total solar eclipse of the century as it 
could be observed from Putre, in the northern 


highland* of Chile. The moon frilly blocked the 
sun (centre) for about three minutes (AFP 
photo) 


Thousands eye final solar eclipse 
of the century for South America 


LIMA (AFP) — Be they 
• spiritual or scientific, 
thousands of people scanned 
%the South American skies 
.Thursday to catch a glimpse 
?of the final total solar eclipse 
. they will see here this century. 
, And they were not dis- 
appointed as the phe- 
nomenon arced from 2.000 
.kilometres (1,242 miles) out 
;in the Pacific Ocean east- 
wards across the continent, 
-casting its shadow over parts 
.of Peru, Chile, Bolivia, 
.Argentina, Paraguay, Brazil. 

A solar eclipse occurs 
.when the moon passes be- 
, tween the sun and the Earth, 
temporarily blacking out sun- 
. light to a degree that depends 
-on the position of the moon 
.and Earth and the viewer’s 
.location. 

In the Valle Sagrado De 
Los Incas, located in Cusco 
,Department. Indians per- 
formed ancestoral rites to in- 
voke the return of the sun 
gods, according to reports on 


Radioprogramas Del Peru. 

In these Andean regions, 
the word for eclipse in the 
Quechua language is "in- 
tiuana." which means "when 
the sun dies.” 


Peruvian sorcerers and 
healers from around the 
country gathered in Miculla, 
a small mountain village in 
the south to bold a mystic 
celebration. 


It also created the perfect 
romantic setting for one cou- 
ple from the United States, 
who exchanged wedding 
vows near the famed Salto 
. Dos Hermanas waterfalls just 
as the sun passed behind die 
moon. 


The group basked in the 
"astral energy," that they be- 
lieve is released when the 
eclipse readied its highpoint 
in the southern hemisphere. 

Meanwhile, total blackout 
lasted nearly three minutes 
for the thousands of tourists, 
locals and scientists gathered 
in areas of Kfisiones Pro- 
vince, Argentina, some 1.100 
kilometres (683 miles) north- 
east of Buenos Aires. 

The occasion provided am- 
ple opportunity for scientists 
in Argentina to observe the 
event. 


The sun briefly fled Potosi, 
Boliva, some 574 kilometres 
(356 miles) south of La Paz. 
Some 3,000 students, foreign 
tourists and local residents 
watched in awe as the otal 
eclipse turned morning into 

night. 


Native Bolivian lore por- 
trays an eclipse as an attempt 
by the puma — the moon — 
to eat "Inti" — the sun. 

Hie next total solar eclipse 
will not be visible in South 
America until after the turn 
of the century. South East 
Asia will experience one next 
October and the last for the 
century will pass over West- 
ern and Central Europe, as 
well as Asia in August 1999. 
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Residents of the small northern town of Putre, 
Chile, use special protective glasses to view the 


last total solar eclipse to be seen in this century 
(AFP photo) 


Norway 

police 

question 

Bosnian 

hijacker 


OSLO (AFP) — Norwegian 
police were questioning Fri- 
day a Bosnian hijacker said 
by his former employer to be 
a "deeply disturbed" Muslim 
journalist who felt he was not 
doing enough to draw atten- 
tion to his country’s plighr. 

Haris Kec, the 25-year old 
•Bosnian, was arrested Thurs- 
day after hijacking a Norwe- 
gian airliner on a domestic 
flight to Oslo with 77 passen- 
gers on board. 

Mr. Kec, who surrendered' 
to police after the six-hour 
drama, said he wanted to 
draw international attention 
to the war in his country and 
"open up humanitarian chan- 
nels" to Bosnia before the 
onset of winter. 



ATLANTIS BLASTS OFF: The space carrying a crew of six and a scientific payload 
shuttle Atlantis blasts off from launch pad to study the Earth’s atmosphere (AFP photo) 
39-B at the Kennedy Space Centre Thursday - 


Pakistani troops move into northern 
town troubled by Islamic movement 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan 
(AFP) — Pakistan has rushed 
troops into a troubled north- 
ern district where armed 
tribesmen demanding en- 
forcement of Koranic laws 
have seized an airport and 
taken dozens of senior gov- 
ernment bureaucrats hos- 
tage. officials here said 
Friday. 

Activists of the Tanzeem 
Nifaz-I-Shariat Mohammedi 
(TNSM) seized a ruling 
Pakistan People's Party pro- 


vincial deputy Badiuz Zaman 
late Thursday and held him in 
a hotel in Mingora district. 

The lawmaker was killed 
later in a gunbattle when his 
bodyguards tried to rescue 
him from his captors. Two 
bodyguards and two TNSM 
activists were also reported 
killed in the shootout, offi- 
cials said. 

Troops heading for the 
area were said to be blocked 
south of the town of Mingora 
by thousands of people. 


many of them armed with 
automatic weapons and rock- 
et launchers. 


In a dramatic bid to defuse 
the crisis, the chief minister 
of the North Frontier Pro- 
vince, Aftab Ahmad Sher- 
paoa — a close aide of Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto — 
had earlier announced the 
enforcement of Shariat law 
exclusively for the Malakand 
and Swat regions, scene of 
months of unrest. 


New order dawns for Austrian parliament 


VIENNA (R) — Austria en- 
ters a new parliamentary era 
Monday following an Oct. 9 
general election in which vo- 
ters overturned the old order 
and created prospects for 
new political alliances. 

But the casual observer 
could be forgiven for failing, 
so far, to notice the political 
sea change in Austria, which 
is due to join the European 
Union in two months. 

The old coalition game 
continues, as the Social 
Democrats (SPOE) of chan- 
cellor) designate Franz Vra- 
nitzky and Erhard Busek's 
conservative People Party 
(OEVP) battle over the re- 
duced spoils from the ballot 
five weeks ago. 

Mr. Vranitzky told Vien- 
na’s Der Standard newspaper 
Friday he expected a new 
government to be formed "in 
two or three weeks." 

Mr. Busek complained that 
coalition negotiations were 
dragging on and said he was 
“disappointed that our part- 
ners have not learned the 
lesson that we received on 
Oct. 9.” 

Familiar wrangling over 


power thus continues be- 
tween the two parties which 
have ruled for most of the 
past 50 years. 

But coalition pact or no, 
the new parliament that will 
sit Monday as scheduled re- 
flects a much altered land- 
scape. 

October’s election dealt 
the coalition partners their 
worst setback since 1945, 
ushering in a much streng- 
thened opposition and de- 
molishing the coalition's 
comfortable two-thirds 
majority, which had reduced 
parliament to a rubber 
stamp. 

The SPOE and OEVP will 
have 65 and 52 seats respec- 
tively in the new 183-seat 
assembly, giving them a re- 
spectable majority of 117 de- 
puties to 66 combined for the 
three opposition parties — 
the far-right Freedom Party, 
the Greens and Liberal 
Forum. 

But Mr. Vranitzky will 
now be forced to seek the 
support of a minimum of vie 
opposition members for im- 
portant bills requiring two- 
thirds majorities. The first 


such bill on tfre agenda is 
ratification of £U mem- 
bership, due to be passed 
next Friday. 

The Greens and Liberal 
Forum have already prom- 
ised to back that bill, and 
some Freedomites. mindful 
of the fact that 66 per cent of 
Austrians voted in favour of 
membership in June re- 
ferendum. are also expected 
to support it. 

So no drama is expected on 
this key issue. 

Interest focuses instead on 
a competition that promises 
to provide an early indicator 
of how the new parliament — 
which observers are sure will 
be more lively — might be- 
have. 

The Austrian parliament 
has three speakers. Two will 
without question come from 
the SPOE and the OEVP. 
But all three opposition par- 
ties plan to make a pitch for 
the third post. 

The Freedom Party of 
Joerg Haider, as the third 
largest bloc in parliament, 
can claim a traditional right 
to the honour, but no law 
says they must have. it. 


Clinton scolds opponents for cynicism 


DULUTH, Minn (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton said 
his mother would have whip- 
ped him for spreading as 
much cynicism as his oppo- 
nents do, and be vilified the 
Republican strategist who 
helped torpedo his health 
care plan. 

Mr. Clinton launched a 
seven-state campaign trip 
Thursday for his embattled 
Democrats with feisty attacks 
on Republicans, accusing 
them of being too negative 
and of trying to perform “re- 
verse plastic surgery" on 
America with proposals that 
would do more harm than 
good. 

"If I behaved the way some 
of these people in public life 
do today, doing nothing but 
spreading cynicism, being 
negative, pointing the finger 
of blame, and if she (his 
mother) were around, she 
would whip me — as old $s I 
am." Mr. Clinton told a fund- 
raiser for Bonnie Campbell 
Thursday evening in Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

Ms. Campbell, a Demo- 
crat, is trying to oust incum- 
bent Terry Branstad from the 
state governor’s office. 

Mr. Clinton’s mother. Vir- 
ginia Kelley, died earlier this 
year. 

Mr. Clinton singled out for 
special censure Republican 
strategist William Kristol, 
who undermined the presi- 
dent's health reforms at a 
critical juncture earlier this 
year by saying there was no 
real crisis in the U.S. health 
care system 

"They’re not even 
ashamed of it,” Mr. Clinton 
huffed of a memo Mr. Kris- 
toi had written on health 
care. 

The president, who pre- 
sented himself as a "friend of 
the farmer” and who 
announced in Des Motpes 
nearly Si billion in crop disas- 
ter for Iowa and other agri- 
cultural states also noted a 
recent comment of Mr. Kris- 
tol’s that U.S. farm Subsidies 
could be cut back. He called 
it a "plan” that the Republi- 
cans would spring on voters 


after the election. 

Mr. Kristol, who formerly 
worked as former Vice Presi- 
dent Dan Quayle’s chief of 
staff, acknowledged he bad 
said some farm subsidies 
could be phased out. but said 
Mr. Clinton was 
"scaremongering" about it in 
an agricultural state. 

“He's Hying to scare the 
farmers," Mr. Kristol told 
Reuters by telephone from 
bis home in suburban 
Washington. "But it's a bit 
bizarre that the leader of the 
free world is worrying about 
my memos.” 

The president also con- 
tinued his criticism of the 
Republican reelection prog- 
ramme "contract with Amer- 
ica," which proposes a mix of 
tax cuts and spending cuts. 

"This contract will perform 
reverse plastic surgery on 
America,” Mr. Clinton said, 
playing on the fact that Re- 
publican Greg Ganske, who 
is peeking to unseat Iowa 
Democratic representative 
Neal Smith, is a plastic 
surgeon. 

Mr. Clinton bad started 
Thursday in Albany, New 
'York, where he campaigned 
for Governor Mario Cuomo, 
and ended it in Duluth, Min- 
nesota, where he spend the 
night before a scheduled 
morning; rally for Democratic 
senatorial candidate Ann 
Wynia. 

The president has been 
campaigning all Week for 
Democrats as opinion polls 
indicate that dissatisfied vo- 
ters may turn to Republicans 
when they cast ballots around 
the nation Tuesday. 

The trip he began Thurs- 
day is the final swing before 
the election, and it continues 
until election eve. Monday 
night. 

During the time be will 
also visit California, 
Washington state. Michigan 
and Delaware. Mr. Clinton is 
making repeat visits to some 
states, but the White House 
says he’s going where he's 
needed and where he can be 
of some help." 


This has not included 
southern states, where the 
president is less popular. In 
Iowa, his approval.- rating is 
54 per cent — higher than his 
national approval rating, 
which has hovered around 
the mid-4Qs. 


Aides to Ms. Campbell 
said this meant Mr. Clinton 
could help them win their 
race, in which Ms. Campbell 
is trailling Mr. Branstad by 
several percentage points. 

The Democrats' midterm 
election blues have President 
Clinton looking beatable and 
Republicans looking beyond 
next week’s vote to the big 
one two years down the road. 

While presidential races al- 
ways have their early aspir- 
ants, what is striking about 
this year’s line-up is the cali- 
ber of those contestants. 

"It tells you that the Re- 
publicans think they’re going to 
have a great year in 1994 and 
they want to be in position to 
ride the wave," said political 
consultant Fred Yang. 

Top Republican Senator 
Bob Dole has already set 
things in motion for retaking 
the White House, campaign- 
ing non-stop for follow Re- 
publicans and looking at 
prospective campaign mana- 
gers. 


Texas Senator Phil Gramm 
is also moving rapidly, orga- 
nising funds and committees 
for the race which will cost 
between $20 and $30 million. 

As Senate minority leader. 
Sen. Dole is well positioned 
as the chief attack dog 
trained on the White House 
and as king of the hill in a 
party that tends to pick its 
presidential nominees from 
the top of the hierarchy. 

But that very clout could 
be a double-edged sword for 
the 34-year veteran at a time 
when incumbent is synono- 
mous with crook, and Sen. 
Dole’s 71 years could count 
against him in a race against 
the relatively youthful 
Clinton. 

The biggest deciding factor 
for Sen, Dole — who sur- 
vived two failed presidential 


bids in 1980 and 1988 — will 
be whether a Republican 
sweep of the Senate races 
next Tuesday makes him 
majority leader, a job many 
believe he would not give up 
for another shot at the pres- 
idency. 

Like Sen. Dole, Sen. 
Gramm’s biggest assets are 
his huge financial base and 
political influence, according 
to Mr. Yang, who says 
however that the lackluster 
52-year-old does "not have 
the big vision to be president 
of the United States." 

A slew of Republican stars 
from the Bush and Reagan 
administrations are also jock- 
eying for position in the 
runup to 1996, setting off 
battles over the direction of 
the party which nearly hung 
jtself in the 1992 convention 
by allowing the right wing to 
take over. 

■ Former Vice President 
Dan Quayle announced at a 
Christian rally last month 
that he was "going to be 
asking people if my ideas are 
country needs in 

He has put together a pres- 
idential eroloratory commit- 
tee, and his book Standing 
rum has hit the best seller 
Ust. distancing him somewhat 
tram the frequent gaffe play- 
ed up by the media during his 
tenn at the White Houle 

Lamar Alexander, the 
tomer education secretary is 
perhi^js the most credible 
hopeful m this line-up, which 
also includes former Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney, for- 
mer Secretary of State James 
Baker and former Housing 
Secretary Jack Kemp. 8 

Mr. Kemp angered Repub- 
by denouncing 
CaLformas tough anti-im- 
nugrauon measure which R„ 
pubfe,, Governor Pete^i: 


son has used as the top issue 

’"^.raeeforree'^r 

But the renegade 




h#> rh<» e, ^ arty ’ m ®y prove to 
be the answer to voters whr, 
are looking fo r ° 


alternative to "Republican 


politics as usual. 


U.K. abdication 
documents are to 
be made public 
early 

LONDON (AFP) — Secret 
papers on the constitutional 
crisis over the abdication of 
Edward VIII in 1936 are to 
be made public on the Queen 
Mother's death, the Guar- 
dian reported Friday. The 
100-year embargo that would 
have closed the files until 
2036 is to be lifted, following 
a pledge last year by William 
Waldegrave. minister for 
open government, to liberal- 
ise access to public records, 
said the paper. Buckingham 
Palace is understood to have 
been consulted about the 
move. The decision to post- 
pone the release until after 
the Queen Mother's death 
was taken to spare her feel- 
ings. accordiong to a senior 
source. She is known to feel 
that the death of her husband 
King George VI was has- 
tened by the pressures of 
kingship thrust upon him by 
his elder brother’s abdica- 
tion. The papers expected to 
be released early are official 
files in the Public Records 
Office — including those 
from the Cabinet Office — 
that are concerned directly 
with the king's affair with 
twice-divorced American 
Wallis Simpson, as well as the 
crisis caused by his decision 
to abdicate rather than give 
her up. 

Madonna 
shuts gates on 
Spanish fans 


Jsnlan Se 


MALAGA, Spain (R) — 
U.S. pop star Madonna dis- 
appointed thousands of her 
Spanishs fans insisting her 
latest video — which includes 
shots of a bull fight — must 
be filmed behind closed 
doors. Part of the video of 
her latest record. Take A 
Bow was to have been shot 
before 7,000 eager fans in the 
Antequera bull ring, near 
Malaga, where one of Spain's 
top matadors Emilio Munoz 
will take on three bulls, some 
100 giant posters had been 
produced, inviting locals to 
see the fights free of charge. 
Bat the platinum blonde, 
who bas scored big hits on 
both sides of the Atlantic 
oyer the last decade, has now 
decreed that "Only A Few" 
ryiH be able to take part in the 
video and has limited entry to 
a mere 200 extras. 
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At 40, Godzilla 
puts mid-life crisis 
behind him 
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TOKYO (AP) — After 40 
long, hard years on the job, 
your average mutant reptile 
might be thinking about re- 
tirement. But Not Godzilla. 

At a 40th gala birthday party 
thrown in his honour Toho 
Co., the studio that brought 
Godzilla to life, the gjant 
fire-belching lizard left no 
room for ambiguity about his 
future plans. Asked by an 
announcer how he felt, he 
beat his chest and said: “Hey, '■ ’ *• 
I’m young for a monster - - - 
don't worry. I’ll be stomping 
my way through a lot more 
films." Some 500 fans were 
selected from a pool of 
almost 6,000 applicants to 
participate in the festivities at 
Toho’s No. 9 Studio, where 
most of the 21 Godzilla films 
were made, including the 
newest one, Godzilla Vs. 
Space-GodziUa, set for re- 
lease in Japan on Dec. 10. 
Seve ral members of the 
growing Godzilla family were 
on hand, including current 
adversary Space Godzilla. 

Little Godzilla > — who looks 
more and more like big God- 
zilla every day — and 
Mogera, a man-made 
weapon built to help fight 
Space Godzilla. Hiromi 
xamashita, a 36-year-old 
veteran Godzilla fan, rallied 
ner whole family to turn out 
for the event. ‘Tve been 
watching these movies for 
years, and now my kids are, 
getting into the new ones, so 

toLri?"-. 8 !) watch them 
together, ” she said. In Japan, 

the age of 40 is known as 

' after a Confiician 

wavering 1 th ®» time the 
wavering and vacillations of 

no ^ n . in ^ Wesl as a 
n«d-Iife crisis — are over. 

If certain, y for the 
STn ° k f ., m «>nsters. who went 
° hibernation for nine 
yearebeginnmg in 1975 after 
*** n B of disappointing 

SSF' elders at Tob ® 

I haI Godzilla had 
essentially become too lik- 
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Bosnian Serbs prepare for martial law 


H ARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serb politicians and military 
commanders met Friday to 
corander imposition of mar- 
tin law across their territory 
after suffering battlefield set- 
backs by Muslims and 
Croats, informed sources 
said. 

“From tomorrow there will 
be a full state of war,” Bos- 
nian Serb President and Sup- 
reme Armed Forces Com- 
mander Radovan Karadzic 
told Reuters Thursday. 

This would include such 
measures as mass mobilisa- 
tion and placing the economy 
on a war footing. 

The self-proclaimed Bos- 
nian Serb Republic is not 
officially on a permanent war 


footing although it has effec- 
tively been a miltiaiy state 
during 31 months of fighting 
against Bosnian independ- 
ence from former Yugosla- 
via. 

Mr. Karadzic began wear- 
ing combat fatigues in public 
for the first time a week ago 
and his title of supreme com- 
mander is being emphasised 
inthe secessionist Serb 
media. 

Informed sources in Pale 
said the decree on all-out war 
implied suspension of the 
Bosnian Serb parliament 
■which led rejection of an 
international peace plan for 
Bosnia despite urging from 
Belgrade to accept the bluep- 
rint. 


Angered at their refusal, 
Serbia’s President Slobodoan 
Milosevic ended all political 
and military support of his 
separatist Serb in Bosnia, 

Military analysts in Bel- 
grade question the effective- 
ness of what they see are 
desperate moves by Mr. 
Karadzic after Mr. Milosevic 
dealt a body blow to Bosnian 
Serb morale. A lack of fuel 
has hampered the movement 
of his forces, especially 
armoured units. 

The Bosnian Serbs have in 
the last two weeks lost signifi- 
cant stretches of territory to 
Muslims in northwestern 
Bosnia, the town of Kupres 
has fallen and they have 
come under pressure at Tmo- 


vo. south of Sarajevo. 

In the northwest, Mr. 
Karadzic’s forces have fallen 
back in the face of a Muslim 
breakout from the Bihac en- 
clave that has seen the Serbs 
driven from 250 square 
kilometres of territory. 

In the latest of a series of 
defiant utterances since the 
Bosnian Serbs’ miltiary set- 
backs began, Mr. Karadzic 
said his forces had been fight- 
ing with one hand tied behind 
their backs. 

Mr. Karadzic promised: 
“We are going to liberate all 
our lost territory.” 

At the United Nations in 
New York, the General 
Assembly voted 97 to zero 
with 61 abstentions to lift the 



Bosnian troops from the Croatian Defence Council march -forces who had kept this area a stronghold since 1992 (AFP 

' into the village of Ravno in the Kupres region following photo) 

-yesterday’s victory in the fierce battle against Bosnian Serb 


international embargo" on 
Bosnia. But the resolution 
was non-binding and the vote 
signalled a potential setback" 
for U.S- hopes of jgpshfng a 
binding measure through the 
Security Council. 

Among the 15 Security 
Council members voting in 
the assembly, only five — the 
.United States, Pakistan, 
Oman, Djibouti and Rwanda 
— supported lifting the arms 
.ban while 10 abstained. Only 
the Security Council bas the 
power to lift the arms embar- 
go and it needs a minimum of 
nine votes and no veto for a 
resolution to be adopted. 

Sarajevo rejoiced Friday 
after news that Bosnian Mus- 
lim and Croat soldiers had . 
captured Kupres. 

Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic, speaking on 
Sarajevo Radio, told his 
troops their victories were 
the result of “your ability, 
courage and your love of 
Bosnia, of your people and 
freedom" rather than 
weaponry "because the 
aggressor still enjoys great 
supremacy both in quantity 
and quality of weapons.” 

Earlier, his vice president 
Ejup Game, had said: “The 
fall of Kupres is very impor- 
tant. It breaks the Serb myth 
of invincibility with them 
claiming they've never lost a 
town.” 

“It's about time we took 
something back and I think 
it's the beginning of justice,” 
said 41 -year-old Enes Kosa- 
vac, a shopkeeper in- 
Sarajevo. 

Croatian Radio said Bos- 
nian Croat militia entered 
Kupres after 1 p.m. (1200 
GMT) as Serb soldiers with- 
drew in disarray. 

Croatian Television 
showed pictures of Kupres 
with Croat soldiers in the 
streets and Croat flags hang- 
ing from buildings. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said Thursday - 



A Bosnian Croat soldier (right) displays a took the abandoned Serbian stronghold in the 

badge from the Bosnian Serb army as Iris Kupres region, following fierce fighting the 

comrades unfurl a Serbian flag after the troops day before (AFP photo) 


that offensives now underway 
by Muslim-led Bosnian gov- 
ernment troops against Serb 
forces were unacceptable. 

“We do not approve, in- 
deed, we disapprove of the 
offensives now underway by 
the Sarajevo government and 
Bosnian troops even though 
the responsibility (for the 
war) lies with die Serbs,” Mr. 
Juppe told a parliamentary 
committee. 

“It is not acceptable that 
we go back to offensive 
actins. All those involved, 
especially those who 
accepted peace plans, must 
show a certain amount of 
moderation,” he said. 

Mr. Juppe raterated that 
France opposed U.S. draft 
resolutions at the United Na- 
tions aiming to lift an arms 
embargo on Bosnia “because 
that is a false solution. You 
don't solve a conflict by sup- 
plying weapons to bellige- 
rents.” 


Seven people were wound- 
ed, including one child, when 
Bosnian Serbs fired con- 
verted surface-to-air missiles 
on the U.N.-designated safe 
area of Bihac, a U.N. spokes- 
man said Friday. 

Two SA-2 surface-to-air 
missiles hit Bihac town 
Thursday, damaging build- 
ings and wounding seven, in- 
cluding one child who was 
seriously injured, U.N. Pro- 
tection Force spokesman in 
Sarajevo Thant Myint-U 
said. 

A total of seven SA-2 mis- 
siles struck the Bihac pocket, 
including town of Cazin and 
Bum in the last 48 hours, 
the U.N. spokesman said. 

‘This inexcusable attack 
by surface-to-air missiles was 
devoid of any military value 
and can only be considered 
an act of terrorism, reckless 
in its targetting, designed to 
provoke fear amongst people 


of Bihac.” Thant Myint-U 
said. 

He said one missile landed 
very close to a school in 
Bihac town, damaging 30 to 
40 buildings. Tt was only by 
the grace of God that tragic 
loss of life did not occur. 

Meanwhile Yougslav and 
Croatian Foreign Ministers 
Vladislav Jovanovic and 
Mate Granic opened talks in 
Zagreb Friday on normalis- 
ing ties, in an atmosphere 
clouded by escalating warfare 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Mr. Jovanovic flew in Fri-„ 
day on a special flight on the * 
first official visit here by a 
Yugoslav minister since 
Croatia's independence. In- # 
formed sources said he might 
meet with President Franjo 
Tudjman before heading 
back to Belgrade Friday night 
but the presidential office re- 
fused to confirm this. 


Italy coalition allies on collision course again 


ROME (R) — Tensions in 
Italian Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi's coalition gov- 
ernment flared again Friday 
when the National Alliance 
said it would block a North- 
ern League proposal for elec- 
toral reform. 

A League plan to intro- 
duce a two-round voting sys- 
tem for Italy’s 20 regions was 
on the agenda at a Friday 
afternoon cabinet meeting 
(1400 GMT) but the hard- 
right National Alliance made 
dear its opposition to the 
iricjsure. 

The League’s Franceso 
Speroni, minister for institu- 
tional reforms, drew up the 
proposal on a key issue for 
the federalist party. 

“It’s not certain that the 
cabinet has to approve the 
Speroni proposal! The 
National Alliance ministers 
do not agree with the Speroni 
proposal,” party leader Gian- 
franco Frni said at a book 
launch. 


Cabinet Secretary Gianni 
Letta sought to play down the 
row. 

“I don’t think we are going 
to have a government crisis,” 
he said. ‘Tin confident well 
find a solution which is satis- 
factory to all involved." 
.’tjKlr. Fini’s National 
Alliance fears a two-round 
voting system would be to the 
advantage of the maverick 
League which could forge 
alliances on the left or right 
of the political spectrum once 
it had seen the outcome of 
the first round. 

Electoral reform remains a 
key issue in Italy after nation- 
al elections last March under 
a new system failed to pro- 
duce the kind of dear result 
many observers wanted. 

The spat is the latest in a 
series of rows between the 
League and its partners in the 
Berlusconi government 
which took office six months 
ago. 

It comes at a delicate mo- 


ment as Italy’s cradal 1995 
austerity budget has just be- 
gun what is expected to be a 
bumpy ride through parlia- 
ment. 

The League unnerved part? , 
ners last week when it joined 
forces with the opposition in 
parliamentary committee.’ 
meetings to force some 
amendments to a budget 
which plans to trim Italy’s 
huge public deficit by 50 tril- 
lion lire ($32 billion). 

On Thursday, the League 
presented a further series of 
amendments to the budget, 
induding one which would 
cut revenue from a planned 
amnesty for Italians who 
have violated building regula- 
tions. 

League leader Umberto 
Bossi Thursday pledged to 
back the budget but plans to 
ask a weekend party congress < 
for a mandate to demand a 
meeting of coalition leaders 
to assess the government’s 
health and decide if it should • 


carry on. 

National Alliance leader 
Frni said Thursday that get- 
ting the budget approved by 
parliament was the priority 
^and must come,. before, any 
.debate on die return .of .the 
government.' 

•• “We are prepared to clar- 
ify all that needs clarifying 
but after the budget has been 
approved,” Mr. Fini said af- 
ter a meeting with Premier 
Berlusconi. 

Parliament must approve 
the bndget by the end of the 
year. 

Meanwhile, a former Ita- 
lian government minister 
who has evaded rapture by 
anti -corruption pohce for the 
past week Friday said he 
would turn himself in. 

Meanwhile, a former Ita- 
lian government minister 
who has evaded capture by 
anti-corruption police for the 
past week Friday said he 
would turn himself in. 


Fighting reported near Angolan rebel stronghold 


LUANDA (R) — Angolan 
government troops and UN- 
ITA rebels were fighting west 
of the guerrilla stronghold of 
Huambo Friday, aid sources 
said. 

They said the city was calm 
but a Portuguese television 
report, monitored by the 
BBC, said the population was 
fleeing. 

UNITA rebels said Friday 
they had stopped the Ango- 
lan government advance on 
itSy.capital Huambo 30 
kflCmetres from the city in 
the central highlands. 

UNITA Radio, monitored 
in the island state of Sao 


Tome and Principe, also said 
a government air raid had 
failed to hit its transmitters in 
Jamba but damaged a hospit- 
al, wounding several dozen 
patients. 

The two sides initialled a 
peace accord Monday aimed 
at ending 19 years of civil war 
in the former Portuguese col- 
ony. 

But a ceasefire is riot due 
to take effect until the agree- 
ment is formally signed by 
Angolan President Jose 
Eduardo Dos Santos and 
UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi 
in the Zambian capital Lusa- 
ka in mid-November. 


The radio said rebel forces 
stopped a government adv- 
ance on Huambo 30 
kilometres from the city but 
gave no details of fighting 
there. The name of the exact 
location was obscured by 
poor reception. 

Aid workers in Huambo, 
in radio contact with col- 
leagues in the Angolan capit- 
al Luanda, said government 
forces advancing from the 
coast had struck within 25 
kilometres of Huambo Tues- 
day but bad not attacked the 
city itself. 

UNITA also said two gov- 


ernment MiG-24 jets attack- 
ed its transmitters in Jiunba 
near the Namibian border 
Thursday. The bombs fell 
wide but damaged an- 
ortiiopaedic hospital instead 
and wounded several dozen 
patients. 

Elsewhere in Angola, the 
radio said rebel forces had 
killed 10 government soldiers 
and destroyed an armoured 
car in two days of fighting at 
Cacolo; in the northeastern 
diamond mining province of 
Lunda South. 

The reports could not be 
independently confirmed. 


Ghali does not rule out Russian 
peacekeepers for Karabakh 


YEREVAN (AFP) — The 
tJ.N. secretary general said 
Friday that U.N. peacekeep- 
ers would be best for policing 
a ceasefire in a separatist 
Armenian enclave of Azer- 
baijan. but did not rule out 
the use of Russian-led troops. 

Asked if Russian soldiers 
would be appropriate as 
peacekeepers in the former 
Soviet Republic of Azerbai- 
jan. Boutros Ghali said: “I 
prefer that the United Na- 
tions takes the responsibility 
of peacekeeping operations.” 

"But if the Security Coun- 
cil of the United Nations is 
not able to provide the 
peacekeeping forces, then 
the second (option) is to give 
the mandate to a group of 
states,” he said at a joint 
pre=s conference with Arme- 
nian President Levon Ter- 
Petrossian. 

He did not give details, but 
a largely Russian force under 


•# - - 


the banner of the Common- 
wealth of Independent 
States, a Russian-dominated 
coalition of ex-Soviet states, 
is already patrolling a cease- 
fire in Georgia. 

The six-month-old cease- 
fire in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
an enclave situated inside 
Azerbaijan but populated by 
an ethnic Armenian major- 
ity, was brokered by Russia 
and Russia has proposed 
sending its own peacekeeping 
troops. 

Azerbaijan strongly resists 
allowing Russian peacekeep- 
ers, saying their arrival would 
cement the ethnic- 
Armenians’ war gains. 

Azerbaijan has pressured 
the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE) to deploy an “inter- 
national” peacekeeping force 
to separate the waning sides 
in Nagorno-Karabakh. This 
appeared to have paid off 


after the CSCE proposed a 
1,600-2,000 strong 
peacekeeping force earlier 
this month — the first in the 
CSCE’s short history. 

Dr. Ghali indicated that 
the solution to the conflict, in 
which 20,000 people have 
died in six years, would have 
to be solved at a local level. 

The United Nations re- 
quired respect of existing 
borders, but: “If two coun- 
tries agree to changes in the 
borders then the United Na- 
tions has to respect this 
agreement,” he said. 

Dr. Ghali backtracked on 
earlier statements made dur- 
ing a visit to Azerbaijan that 
called for the “territorial in- 
tegrity of the member states 
and the immediate withdraw- 
al of Armenian troops from 
Azerbaijani territory.” 

The U-N. Secretary 
General denied reports he 
had labelled Armenia the 




aggressor in the war or that 
he had told Armenia to with- 
draw from the enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. “I never 
made those declarations,”, he 
said. 

Mr. Ter-Petrossian said 
that a conflict between the 
CSCE and Russian author- 
ities seriously endangered the 
ceasefire and called on the 
two parties to come to an 
agreement before submitting 
peace plans. 

“It is really a dangerous 
situation. This can prolong 
the process of negotiations 
-and endanger a viable cease- 
fire,” he said. 

Dr. Ghali began his tour of 
Transcaucasia in Azerbaijan, 
then flew to Georgia, fol- 
lowed by Armenia. Later Fri- 
day he was to go to Moldova, 
where Russians in the east of 
the country have declared 
themselves independent of 
the Moldovan government. 


Li leaves Seoul with pledge to support Geneva accord 


SEOUL (AFP) — Chinese 
Premier Li Peng left here 
Friday after a five-day visit 
during which be pledged to 
help implement the Oct. 21 
Geneva, accord on .North 
Korea’s nuclear, programme, 
Tii" a- way' “unique" and 
. appropriate for, China.” 
‘"The Chinese government 
welcomes the nuclear agree- 
ment between the United 
States and North Korea and 
believes it will help ease the 
regional political situation,’’ 


Mr. Li told a televised press 
conference before flying 
home from the resort island 
of Cheju. 

“China hopes to see this 
agreement implemented and 
will ... take action ^support, 
the impl&nentation'ili“a way" 
..unique and- appropriate for 
the Chinese situation,” he 
said, without going into spe- 
cifics. 

Diplomats here speculated 
his pledge had been outlined 
in more detail in private talks 


between Mr. Li Peng and 
South Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam, as well as be- 
tween Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen and 
counterpart. Han Sung-Joo. 

The diplomats also ...said, 
that China— whose policy of 
diplomatic “equidistance'’ to- 
wards Seoul and Pyongyang 
Mr. Li reaffirmed — may 
agree to take 8,000 spent 
plutonium-rich fuel rods from 
North Korea for disposal. 

Under foe Geneva agree- 


ment, the rigidly-isolated 
North Korean regime agreed 
to halt its suspect nuclear 
programme in exchange for. 
the safer light water reactors, * 
fuel supplies to . replace lost - 
energy from its dosed down 
reactors and eventual di- 
plomatic recognition from * 
the United States. 

Pyongyang’s Foreign 
Ministry said this week that 
the North had already taken 
steps to comply with the pro- 
visions of the accord. 


Sri Lanka candidate wants rebel disarmament before talks 


COLOMBO (R)— Sri Lank- 
a’s opposition presidential 
candidate, Srima Dls- 
sanayake, said Friday that if 
she were elected she would 
insist that Tamil rebels lay 
down their arms before she 
would talk peace with them. 

“I want the tigers to re- 
nounce terrorism. I would 
like the people of Jaffna to 
throw up a democratic lead- 
ership with whom the govern- 
ment jam. have a dialogue,” 
die softly; spoken, white- 
clad Dissanayakc told her 
first news conferencfei 

The Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) has 
been fighting a 11-year-old 
war for a separate state in die 
island’s north and east for the 
minority Tamil community. 
They control the Jaffna 
peninsula .in the north. 


Mrs. Dissanayake was 
chosen by the United Nation- 
al Party to replace her hus- 
band, Gamini, who was 
blown up by a suicide bomber 
last month as he campaigned 
for president. 

Gamini Dissanayake and ■ 
53 others were killed in a 
bomb blast at an election 
rally in Colombo on Oct. 24. 

Police suspect the tigers for 
the bombing, a view Srima 
dissanavake shar es 

“They killed my husband ■ 
because they did not want 
him to be president,” she 
said. 

Mrs. Dissanayake said she 
would negotiate with the re- 
bels on foe basis of a 1987 
accord signed with India, 
which her husband helped to 
negotiate, devolving power 
to the provinces. 


She said peace talks initi- 
ated by Prime Minister Chan- 
drika Bandaranaike Kumar- 
attmga, her opponent, and 
the favourite, in foe preriden- 
tial .race, were under taken 
without any planning and 
under pressure from the re! 
bels. ' 

“She did exactly as they 
wanted her to,” Mrs. Dis- 
sanayake said. 

A second round of talks 
scheduled for Oct. 24 was 
postponed after Gamini Dis- 
sanayake’s death. 

Mrs. Dissanayake said .the 
, paityi- had chosen her over 
other candidates because she 
was most suitable to carry out. 
her husband’s policies and 
wo rk. 

“I have worked With him in 
politics for 24 years. I have 


discussed his policies, plans, 
and vision for the future,” 
she said. 

Asked how she would ex- 
ercise her considerable pow- 
ers as president, which in- 
dude dismissing the prime 
minister without a reason, 
Mrs. Dissanayake said, “I 
would be reasonable, fair and 
just in my actions.” 

She said she hoped for 
peaceful co-existence be- 
tween herself and the Peo- 
ple’s Alliance government if 
she won, adding that she 
planned to keep some cabinet 
portfolios for herself. 

At the same time, Mrs. 
Dissanayake said, the con- 
stitution had to be amended 
to give fewer powers to the 
president and make the presi- 
dent responsible to parlia- 
ment. 


Bodies of Western hostages returned from Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Three plywood coffins bear- 
ing foe bodies of Western 
hostages executed by the 
Khmer Rouge were repatri- 
ated from Cambodia Friday 
after a short airport cere- 
mony attended by diplomats 
and senior government minis- 
ters. 

“This event demonstrates 

once again the horrifying bru- 
tality and callousness of the 
lOimer Rouge," said Austra- 
lian Ambassador Tony 
Kevin. 

Ambassador from the hos- 
tages* home countries of Au- 
stralia, Britain and France — 
along with U.S. -Ambassador 
Charles Twining — observed 
a minute of silence before the 
wreath-covered caskets were 
loaded onto a commercial 
flight for Bangkok, 

Cambodian Foreign Minis- 
ter Ung Huot. former Fore- 
ign Minister Prince Norodom 
Sirivudh and Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affair Uch 
Kim An stood in front of the 
caskets before they were 
loaded on the plane and 
bowed their heads in hom- 
age. 

Briton Mark Slater, 28, 
Jean-Michel Braqnet, 27, from 
France and David Wilson, 
29, an Australian, were taken 
'hostage on July 26 after 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas 


ambushed a train in southern 
Kampot province. 

The three men are believed 
to have been executed by 
their Khmer Rouge captors 
in late September. There re- 
mains were found in graves in 
Kampot Tuesday. 

Mr. Braquet's father, Jean- 
Gaude, hugged his arms tight- 
ly as he watched the coffins 
being loaded onto the plane. 

Three floral wreaths from 
the Cambodian government 
were placed on the coffins. 
Embassy consular staff super- 
vised the loading of the cas- 
kets into a Kampuchea Air- 
lines 737. 

In a statement to reporters 
after the ceremony. Mr. 
Kevin reiterated the Austra- 
lian embassy had done all it 
could to secure the lives of 
the hostages. 

“David’s family will know 
that we in the embassy work- 
ed tirelessly over the past 
three months to try and bring 
him back safely, but unfortu- 
nately 'our efforts were in 
vain. 

“I believe and I hope many 
Australians will believe that 
it emphasises again the need 
to help the Cambodian peo- 
ple eliminate this terrible 
menace — the Khmer 
Rouge,” he said. 

The Australian envoy said 
'it was essential the Cambo- 


dian government “make ev- 
ery effort to bring the killers 
to justice.” 

The British and French . 
ambassadors made no state- 
ment. 

One of.the last passengers 
to board was Mr. Braquet’s 
father, . ■ who was briefly 
embraced by French embassy 
officials before walking up 
the steps into the plane. He 
did not look back. 

The nominal leader of 
Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge 
rebels appears to have dis- 
tanced himself from the 
country’s latest hostage 
tragedy. 

In a letter written before 
the bodies were recovered 
this week from graves in 
southern Cambodia, Khieu 
Samphan implied that the 
government should bear full 
responsibility for the hos- 
tages’ fate. 

Mr. Samphan’s letter, re- 
leased by the royal palace 
Friday, was dated Oct. 31 
and addressed to King Noro- 
dom Sihanouk. It did not 
acknowledge foe hostages’ 
deaths aiid refers to them as 
“missing.” 

“As Your Majesty, the 
King, has already been in- 
formed, Tve tried from afar 
to instruct (foe captors), but 
I’ve not been informed of the 


result." he said. 

But he implied that the 
government, which sur- 
rounded Vine Mountain with 
troops during the hostage cri- 
sis, should bear responsibility 
for foe trio’s fate. 

“Those who cause and con- 
tinue the flame of war to 
destroy national reconcilia- 
tion and peace in Cambodia 
must be personally and fully 
responsible for all the con- 
sequences of their policy.” 
Mr. Samjrhan said. 

In a reference to shelling of 
the base, he added: “They 
(troops) responded with mul- 
tiple rockets, tanks and artil- 
lery. They killed people repe- 
atedly, making the problem 
even more complicated.” 

“Countries that share im- 
plementing this policy will 
receive adverse consequences 
as a result.” he warned. 

Cambodian army and di- 
plomatic sources believe the 
Westerners were shot dead In 
late September. Three ethnic 
Vietnamese and two Cambo- 
dian hostages are also said to 
have been killed. 

This was Cambodia’s 
second tragedy involving 
Western hostages tins year. 
The remains of an 'Australian 
and two British hostages 
were found in September. 
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Democracy plays the hand 


POLITICAL PARTIES which have 
opted to oppose the peace treaty with 
Israel may now be calling for a referen- 
dum to test its acceptability, especially 
after it has become almost certain that 
they cannot defeat it in Parliament. Of 
course, in principle, there is nothing 
wrong in holding a nationwide referen- 
dum on this issue as long as such an 
exercise is viewed in proper perspective. 

To begin with, there is nothing in the 
Constitution or the laws of the country 
that call for a plebiscite every time the 
government enters into a binding treaty. 
It must be remembered that in a legal 
context all treaties that the government 
ratifies are of the same national import- 
ance. True, this treaty is far-reaching 
and covers issues of strategic importance 
to the country as a whole, yet the legal 
principle remains essentially the same. So 
notwithstanding the political and econo- 
mic implications of the treaty, it remains 
bound by the same legal considerations. 

There is an obvious legal requirement 
that Parliament acts on any such treaties 
and accepts or rejects them after thor- 
ough deliberations. Parliament is in effect 
taking this route and is currently seized 
with the draft law in an effort to examine 
gill its features and implications. Parlia- 
ment is after all representative of the 
Jordanian people and parliamentarians, 
who are now opposing the treaty, were 
themselves elected freely and democrati- 
cally by their constituencies. They should 
therefore be the last to complain or ask 
for any other procedure that aims to 
bypass them. In the final analysis, we 
have to accept and live with the fact that 
some of us, for one reason or another, are 
against signing a peace accord with 
Israel. We must accept the right of all 
shades of opinion on this issue. But 
division of opinion must not mean that 
the minority’s view can stand in the way 
of the majority’s view and prevent the 
country from moving forward on solemn 
undertakings that purport to advance the 
overall national interests of the entire 
country. The opposition is thus called 
upon to reciprocate the respect that the 
majority has accorded them by letting 
Parliament debate the subject freely and 
pronounce its judgement on it in due 
course. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NOW THAT the Foreign Affairs Committee at the Lower 
House of Parliament has approved of the Jordanian-Isracli 
peace treaty one can safely say that die treaty is certain to 
be endorsed by the House ana become binding for Jordan, 
said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily. A majority approval of the treaty 
should be respected by the opposition minority and by ail 
sectors that still oppose the peace with Israel since the 
representatives of the Jordanian people have opted to 
approve it, said the paper. To face the new stage in our 
history, said the paper, national unity will be of paramount 
importance so that Jordan can deal objectively and wisely 
with the coming developments and the implementation of 
die treaty. There' is no doubt that the treaty has its own 
positive and negative aspects to different sectors of the 
public, bnt national unity should serve as a common 
denominator, pooling everyone’s resources and all poten- 
tial for the common good of the country, the paper added. 
Once the Parliament has approved the treaty the whole 
country should respect the decision because the Jordanians 
have no other alternative to safeguarding their national 
institutions if they are keen on protecting their democracy, 
concluded the paper. 


TAHER AL ADWAN, a columnist in A1 Dustour daily, 
dwelt on Washington’s policies regarding the Islamists and 
the Muslim World, noting that these are exposed to tactical 


changes depending on America’s interests. The writer 
noted that while Ws 


Washington supported the Afghanis and 
the Bosnians as well as the Islamic fundamentalists in 
Algeria, stands firm in the face of Hamas, Hizbollah and 
Iran. It is dear that Washington has an interest in 
s u pport i ng the Bosnian, for instance, because such support 
is against the wishes of the European nations with which 
America is in constant rivalry over regions of influence, but 
it is against Hamas and Hizbollah — which are fighting for 
freedom — simply because these two factions are foes of 
Israel, the staunchest American ally in the region. The 
writer said that as long as the United States is involved in 
economic and other forms of rivalry with other nations, one 
has to expect a changeable U.S. foreign policy. 


Jordanian Perspective 


Jordan makes strong case in Casablanca 


JORDAN has presented its case for investment in the 
Kingdom to the Casablanca summit quite well, judging 
from the set of documents and presentations that its 
delegation, headed by Ms Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, submitted to the conference. Only time can fell 
how successful the Jordanian effort was, but foe 


did impress foe participants in foe conference of foe 
abf 


favourable atmosphere that exists in foe country for foreign 
investments. 

Indeed, foe bulk of the projects that Jordan presented to 
the conference was related to infrastructure, highways, 
hospitals, schools, power plants, tourism facilities and 
water resources and distribution. These projects, by 
definition, are supposed to be government-sponsored ana 
built. As such, given Jordan's financial situation, it is only 
fair that the Kingdom expects foreign sources to provide 
financing for them under favourable terms. 

The other side of foe equation is that these projects mean 
malting it more attractive to foreign investors to invest in 
foe Kingdom through expansion and modernisation of 
infrastructure facilities available here. Essentially, infras- 
tructure improvement goes hand in hand with attracting 
investment 

Quite simply, one cannot expect a foreigner or local to 
invest millions in an industrial project in foe middle of the 
desert where foe raw material is available without proper 
access roads or power and water availability. 

Hopefully, we will soon hear from our delegation that 
went to Casablanca as to bow successful the Jordanian 
effort was in terms of attracting immediate investments m 
the country. Jordan has no shortage of administrative 
expertise and that is what was highlighted in Casablanca. 


By and large it was a surprise for many participants there to 
see foe Jordanian delegation was armed with well-orga- 
nised documents and presentations in total contrast to 
many other Third World countries which usually come up 
with make-to-do support and attend conferences for the 
sake of attending. 

But that does not mean that foe job has been done. 
Jordan has promised a lot to potential investors in the 
country and it also bears foe responsibility to ensure that 
those promises are fulfilled, whether in terms of offering 
higher incentives to foreign capital or eliminating the last 
trace of red tape. 

It is not an impossible task either. All it takes is a 
dramatic fundamental change in the mindset of our 
bureaucrats dealing with promotion of investments. While 
some would say that it is easier said than done, foe reality is 
that without such a shift, Jordan cannot simply hope that 
investments would come in automatically. 

The bureaucrats have to realise that it is indeed a histone 
make-or-break point for Jordan. The emerging state of 
peace and stability in foe region has sparked high interest 


arpong international giants in investing in the region. They 
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are serious and it is up to Jordanian officials to ensure that 
th at seriousness is stroked positively into practical action. 
We simply cannot afford to have a single negative point in 
our approach. It is not simply enough that our bureaucrats 
sit in their offices awaiting investors to approach them. 
They have to go out and make an effort to bring in the 
investors and ensure that nothing stands in the way of even 
slightly discouraging to investors. That is where our success 
lies. 

In this context, foe Amm an conference in mid-1995 as a 


follow-uo to the Casablanca summit is of paramount 
importance. We have several in-built advantages by hosting 
foat conference. First of all we are in homeground and we 
could prove it to everyone that we mean what we say. 
Secontf! investors could have a firsthand assessment of bow 
foe ground is like in Jordan for their precious capital. 
Thfrd, the very organisation of the Amman conference 
would be a testimony to Jordanian ex^mse a^ abihtK^ 

For all purposes, the Amman conference wm be the 
actual point of takeoff for many proposals that were 
diUssedto Casablanca. As such, the meeting assumes a 
higher significance. 

That is where the real challenge lies. It precludes any 
thought of failure. Work has to start today for foe Amman 
conference. Those throughout our administrative structure 
who fail to appreciate foe challenge and rise to foe 
requirements of the day will have to make for others who 
can do foe job with foe seriousness and dedication that it 
needs. 

No doubt, our leadership is fully aware of the sifoation. 
How far that awareness spreads down to the middle and 
lower ranks of our bureaucracy is a different matter 
altogether. By and large we see a handful of senous and. 
devoted people in foe various departments of the ministries 
and related organisations and they are trying to do foe 
impossible with others around them who are there for the 
sake of being there. This is an area which requires very 

dose scrutiny. . . „ 

Quite simply, the “dead wood” in our bureaucracy is too 
high to be tolerated. The -situation should have been 
addressed a long time ago, but it. is never too late. 




THE WEEK IN PRINT 


People must feel the peace dividend 


Reviewed by Elia Nasraflah 


THE PEACE treaty con- 
tinued to assume promin- 
ence in the editorials and 
columnists’ articles of foe 
local Arabic press in the 
past week. The situation in 
the occupied Arab lands, 
the Casablanca economic 
conference and domestic 
affairs were also covered by 
the press. 

The majority with which 
the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee in the Lower House 
of Parliament approved foe 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty 
gives rise to belief that the 
agreement will be endorsed 
by both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, said Al Dustour dai- 
ly. Indeed, foe treaty has 
already won the approval 
of foe various public sec- 
tors, which have been dis- 
playing their opinion 
through marches and ban- 
ners all over the country, 
said the daily. 

That foe Arab countries 
have accepted the idea of 
the Madrid conference 
three years ago to reach 
peace with Israel based on 
U.N. resolutions and held 
negotiations with Israeli 
delegations, it was natural 
for them to conclude agree- 
ments on peace and secur- 
ing Arab rights, said Ibra- 
him Al Absi in Al Ra’i 
daily. The Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty came as no 
surprise to any one, said 
the writer. For this reason, 
he said, the Jordan-Israel 
treaty is not a separate 
treaty nor can it prove that 
the Jordanians have turned 
their backs to the other 
Arab parties. 

Reflecting on the U.S. 
role in the peacemaking 
process, a columnist in Al 
Dustour said that U.S. 
President Bill Clinton has 
exceeded all norms in his 
display of support for the 
Jewish state and promised 
to continue America’s aid 
to Israel. Washington’s 
support for Israel is some- 
thing that raises no eyeb- 
rows in the Arab World, 
but it is most surprising to 
see the Arabs resorting to 
Washington to play the role 
of a neutral mediator be- 
tween the Arab countries 
and Israel, said the writer. 
What is even more surpris- 
ing is to see Arabs expect- 
ing from Washington to ex- 
ercise pressure on the Jew- 
ish state to grant them their 
rights and fulfill their re- 
quirements of just peace. 

Arriving at peace does 
not merely means signing a 
document ending four de- 


cades of hostilities but the 
real peace is something that 
must be felt by the people 
on both sides of the line, 
said Fakhri Saleh in Al 
Dustour. The peace treaty, 
he said, should prompt 
Israel to stop dragging its 
feet about giving back foe 
Palestinian people their 
rights, ending occupation 
and terminating all forms 
of curfews and measures 
designed to starve the 
Palestinians, stressed the 
writer. He said the peace 
treaty makes it incumbent 
on Israel to act in a friendly 
rather than hostile attitude 
towards foe Arabs inside 
and outside the occupied 
lands. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh, a 
writer in Al Dustour. said 
that in addition to different 
and divergent views about 
the peace-treaty inside Jordan, 
the Syrians and the Palesti- 
nians among others are also 
opposing the deal But, he 
said, the treaty should be 
viewed as serving the 
Jordanian interests before 
any other’s. The treaty 
should be viewed from the 
Jordanian point of view 
and not from the Syrian, 
Lebanese or Palestinian 
views because Jordan is 
aware of its own interests 
more than the others, 
which only consider their 
own concepts when eva- 
luating the Oct. 26 deal 
between Jordan and Israel. 

Riad Al Hroub, the edi- 
tor of Shina. said suppor- 
ters and opponents of the 
treaty have expressed their 
views about the idea of 
peace with Israel, since 
each party claims that it 
represents the majority of 
views in the country, a re- 
ferendum is the only way to 
gauge the actual public 
views with regard to the 
peace treaty, the writer 
said. He also said that hold- 
ing a referendum will be 
constitutional and no one 
can blame the government 
for its results. 

Reflecting, on foe situa- 
tion inside ’the occupied 
Palestinian lands and foe 
self-rule areas, Mohammad 
Khanoub, a columnist in 
Al Ra’i. said that relations 
between the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
and Hamas have been con- 
tinually strained and the 
coming davs could witness 
confrontations. The writer 
said that the Palestine 
National Authority has not 
only condemned foe Tel 
Aviv bus blast but also ex- 


pressed readiness to help 
the Israelis to find foe per- 

P etrators. Earlier, the 
alestine authority had 
shown that it was ready to 
cooperate with foe Israeli 
government vis-a-vis foe 
question of foe abducted 
Israeli soldier and that too 
caused Hamas to direct its 
wrath towards Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and his au- 
thority. 

Commenting on Israeli 
measures against the 
Palestinian people despite 
the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty, Taher Al Adwan, a 
columnist in Al Dustour, 
said that it is dear that 
Israel does not want to give 
up Jerusalem and other 
parts of the occupied lands 
and is therefore pursuing 
arbitrary measures against 
the Palestinians. 

Ahmad A! Misleh, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i, de- 
scribed the Casablanca 
conference as one that 
ushered in a new shape of 
the future Middle East. 
Though the conference was 
supposedly an economic 
meeting, foe Israelis had 
wanted to exploit it for 
their own political objec- 
tives, said the writer. Even 
the Arab League had 
warned that Israel was 
trying to maintain its hege- 
mony on the Arabs in the 
peace time as it did in the 
wars with the Arab coun- 
tries, said foe writer. Hege- 
mony, said the writer, is 
more dangerous now since 
it is emerging under the 
banner of peace. 

Israel is the party that 
achieved gains from foe 
Casablanca conference 
which served as a political 
forum rather than an eco- 
nomic gathering, said Issa 
Shueibi in Al Dustour. The 
writer said that by attend- 
ing the conference, Israel 
has secured for itself 
acceptance by foe countries 
of foe region as a Middle 
Eastern nation ready to 
join any regional bloc in all 
economic and political mat- 
ters. But. he said that the 
conference made it clear to 
the world that the Arab- 
Israeli peace agreements 


‘'would not be sustainable 
unless backed by economic 
projects that would ensure 
better living conditions for 
the local populations. 

As a result and in imple- 
mentation of the peace 
treaty with Israel, the 
Ministry of Culture has 
nine months to adopt mea- 
sures aimed at ensuring 
normal cultural relations 
with the Jewish state, said 
Ibrahim Ajlouni, a writer 
in Al Ra’i daily. This 
means that our culture 
minister is bound to hold 
meetings with his Israeli 
counterpart to declare nor- 
malisation of cultural rela- 
tions and pave the ground 
for future cultural and sci- 
entific cooperation be- 
tween the two sides, said 
Ajlouni. As long as this is 
expected, he said, the 
Ministry of Culture ought 
to get down to work im- 
mediately and decide on 
steps that would safeguard 
■Jordan’s own cultural 
norms and ideologies. 

Reflecting on foe Agri- 
cultural situation in Jordan, 
a writer in Al Ra’i daily 
said that despite the earlier 
promises from the govern- 
ment to come to the aid of 
the. fanners through an 
agricultural insurance sys- 
tem. nothing has been done 
to date while the farmers 
continue to face one natu- 
ral disaster after another. 
Nazih said that the storms 
of the past month, which 
caused extensive damage to 
farmlands and green 
houses in the Jordan Val- 
ley, did not receive im- 
mediate attention on the 
part of foe government and 
foe farmers are lamenting 
their fortune following 
their heavy losses. The idea 
*of agricultural insurance, 
he said, came about in the 
wake of repeated tragedies 
that befell the farmers in 
the past and he said 
tragedies are bound to hap- 
pen again, especially this 
winter and foe government 
is urged to take the initia- 
tive to revive idea of insur- 
ing farmlands and extend- 
ing practical help to the 
farmers. 


Correction 


A PRODUCTION error in the Jordan Times of Nov. 3-4 
resulted in the omission of foe name of the writer of the 
article,' “Ingratitude,” which appeared on page 6 The 
wnter isKbeir Allah Kheir Allah, who is foTmanaging 
editor of foe London-based Al Hayat newspaper. 


LETTERS 


Alarming comments 


To the Editor: 


ON READING foe report “Experts discuss altering 
education curricula” (Jordan Times, Oct. 26), I was 
astounded at the comments made by Iyad Qattan and 
Amin Mahmoud. These comments appear to be in com- 
plete variance with foe reported statements made by 
Minister of Education Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh and Musta- 
fa Hamameh, president of the Centre for Strategic Studies 
at Jordan University, who stated that “we should not 
permit the rewriting of our history.” Why, indeed, should 
we think to do so? 

However, according to Mr. Qattan, “all aggressive 
references and references to the occupation will have to be 
altered and historical references with respect to Arabs and 
Jews will require rethinking.” Why? 

Are our schools today teaching students exaggerated, 
hysterical lies, and not historical facts? 

Although Mr. Qauan admitted it would be most difficult, 

I became further aghast at his suggestion of “replacing any 
Koranic verses deemed offensive with other verses.” Can 
tins actually be allowed? Were such changes ever consi- 
dered to the Bible or the Torah? 

Dr. Mahmoud, on the other hand, states that “the 
whole concept of Zionism will have to be rewritten in a 
different way.” Again I ask, why? He continues “we ...will 
have to' be cautious about, wording/ and the use of 
descriptive references to such as ’massacre”’. 1 cannot 
think of any other word that best describes what happened 
at Deir Yassin, and much more recently in foe Hebron 
Mosaue. The gruesome devastation that occurred in Sabra 
and ChatiUa can only be described as a ‘holocaust*, or is 
that descriptive word acceptable only in relation to the Nazi 
persecution of the Jews? 

Has South Africa rewritten its history and denied 
apartheid? Or have foe allies and Germany, who fought 
fierce and long battles in two world wars, rewritten their | 
histories? 

On the day of the peace signing, Israeli children laid 
wreaths on graves of their fallen “martyrs” after being 
lectured in school on foe benefits of having peace With 
Jordan. But according to Dr. Mahmoud, “instead of’ 
teaching students that foe Zionist goal was to occupy 
Palestine, we will now have to teach them that Zionism was 
a solution to the misery of the Jews.” What about our 


I 


misery? Are we to no longer acknowledge, let alone 
honour, our dead, those who fell in battle as martyrs while 


defending our homeland? 

May fo e reasoning of Mr. Rawabdeh and Dr. Hamameh 
be heard above that of our prestigious educationalists Mr. 
Qattan and Dr. Mahmoud, who certainly appear to have 
designs on rewriting our history to foe ultimate benefit and 
satisfaction of our Zionist neigh 


neighbours with whom we are 

now at peace. Historical facts are facts. We want peace 
with pride, not humiliation and subjugation. 


G. Patricia D^jani, 
Amman. 
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UNRWA says it is 
short of funds 


Special to the Jordan Hines 
AMMAN — “The establish- 
ment of the Palestinian. 
National Authority in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho has 
resulted in the development 
of a new phase in the rela- 
tionship between the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UN- 
RWA) and Palestinians, says 
the head of the Vienna-based 




UNRWA Commissioner- 
General liter Turkmen wrote 
in his annual report to the 
U.N. General. Assembly, 
which was presented Tuesday 
to the U.N. special political 
and decolonisation commit- 
tee, that “UNRWA has en- 
tered a new era in its rela- 
tionship with the Palestinian 
peopte.” 

Mr. Turkmen said that 
UNRWA bad begun to dis- 
cuss and coordinate projects 
and programme initiatives 
with Palestinian institutions. 

He added that in addition 
to maintaining services pro- 
vided for over 40 years UN- 
RWA would soon begin pre- 
parations to handover its in- 
stallations, services and prog- 
rammes to the Palestinians of 
the occupied territories. 

He also said that UNRWA 
would direct considerable 
energy into planning and ex- 
ecuting the move of its head- 
marters from Vienna to 


Since the signing of the 
declaration of principles by 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel in September 1993, the 
agency has begun to prepare 
itself to support the peace 
process by launching its 
Peace Implementation Prog- 
ramme (PIP). 

Public sector investment by 
the international community- 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip through PIP will contri- 
bute toward stabilising socio- 
economic conditions and 
creating job opportunities 


for Palestine refugees. 

UNRWA has also stressed 
the centrality of Palestine re- 
fugees living in Jordan. Leba- 
non and Syria to the peace 
process. The agency empha- 
sised the importance of en- 
suring that these refugees 
were included in regional de- 
velopment. 

By the end of June 1994 
UNRWA bad received $88 
million in donations for PIP 
and implementation of $17 
million has already begun, 
Mr. Turkmen reported. 

According to the report, 
between June 1993 and July 
1994 relief and social services 
absorbed approximately 11 
per cent of agency expendi- 
ture. 

During that period the 
number of UNRWA reg- 
istered Palestine refugees in- 
creased from 2.8 million to 
more than three million, 
while the number of people 
receiving special hardship 
assistance declined from 
180,647 to 177,205 because of 
the agency's emphasis on 
self-reliance. 

However, reviewing UN- 
RWA’s finances Mr. Turk- 
men expressed concern that 
the agency’s regular prog- 
rammes were increasingly 
threatened by a budget de- 
ficit. 

“At a time when the agen- 
cy is receiving substantial 
contributions to improve the 
basic physical and social in- 
frastructure in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, it is ironic 
that the lack or contributions 
to UNRWA's regular budget 
is threatening to erode the 
quality and range of prog- 
rammes which have helped 
sustain Palestine refugees for 
over 4Q years. 

“Unfortunately, no cost- 
cutting exercise, short of can- 
celling programmes, can 
generate enough funds to 
cover shortfalls in our regular 
budget for 1994 and 
beyond,” said Mr, Turkmen. 


Iran calls for better 
ties with Gulf states 


TEHRAN (R) — President 
Akbar Hashemi Ra&anjani 
appealed on Friday for 
friendly relations with Gulf 
Arab States saying they had 
nothing to fear from Iran. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said he had 
told Gulf countries: “Let’s be 
friends. Let’s create security 
in this region so to avoid 
paying ransom money. The 
so-called threat of Iran ... has 
no basts in reality.” 

He lamented that they had 
not responded. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, speaking 
at Friday prayers in Tehran 
University, also said the 
sending of U.S. troops to 
defend the Gulf states was a 
waste of money. 

The U.S. rushed military 
forces to the region to con- 
front Iraqi military troops 
movements near the Kuwait 
border in October. 

“Any time Americans 
want money, this scenario 
could be repeated. Bringing 
forces, receiving several bil- 
lion dollars and going back,” 
he said. 

Mr. Hashemi Rafsanjani. 
in a speech on the 15th 
anniversary of the seizure ot 
die U.S. embassy in Tehran, 
also denounced what he cal- 
led Washington’s threats and 
bullying. 

“America’s anti-Iran bul- 
lying attitude and threats are 
wrong and will oet them no- 
where,” Mr. Ra&anjani said. 

Thousands of Iranians 
burned the U.S. flag and 
effigies of President Bill Clin- 
ton and shouted “Death to 
America” during a 
government-organised pro- 
test rally outside (he former 
embassy in Tehran on 
Wednesday to mark the sei- 
zure on Nov. 4, 1979. 

"All saw how many 
showed up and expressed 
hatred toward America.” 
Rafsanjani said. 

“Change your attitude." 


he advised Washington. 
“How in the world do yon 
expea Iran to surrender? 
Three thousand years ago 
while you were feeding from 
wild fruits, this nation had a 
great civilisation here.” 

Mr. Rafsanajni also hailed 
the U.N. General Assembly's 
vo.e for lifting the Bosnia 
arms embargo, saying it was 
“good news.” 

Mr. Rafsanjani hoped the 
non-bi tding resolution would 
“pave the way for an end to 
the Bosnian crisis and injus- 
tice." 

"It is good news and we are 
happy," he said. 

The 184-member General 
Assembly voted Thursday, 
for the second consecutive 
year, to lift the embargo on 
deliveries of aims to the Bos- 
nian government, dominated 
by Muslims. 

The measure was spon- 
sored by non-aligned and 
Muslim nations together with 
the United States. 

The resolution was passed 
by a 97-0 vote, but 61 coun- 
tries abstained, including 10 
of the 15-member Security 
Council, the U.N.'s decision- 
making body. 

Last year’s vote was 109-0 
with 57 abstentions, and it 
included one fewer absten- 
tion among Security Council 
members. 

Iran is a staunch supporter 
of Bosnian Muslims and has 
urged the world community 
to lift the arms embargo 
against them. 

Mr. Rafsanjani also voiced 
welcomed military victories 
by the Bosnian army against 
Serbian forces. 

"We hope such victories 
will continue, because there 
is a fear that Satanic forces 
could change the situation in 
their favour." he said. 

A Muslim offensive has 
been underway in northwest- 
ern Bosnia against the Serb 
forces. 


How much protection, how much openness at White House? 


New incident opens old question of proper balance 


By Alexander M. Sullivan 


WASHINGTON — The 
spray of bullets that 
bounced off the front wall 
of the White House Oct. 29 
has quickly reopened an 
old question about die safe- 
ty of U.S. presidents: What 
is the proper balance be- 
tween giving citizens access 
to their leaders and public 
buildings, and protecting 
the tatter from would-be 
assailants? 

It highlighted again the 
inherent tension between 
protecting the nation's 
chief executive from 
cranks, tbe mentally ill and 
the actual assassin, and die 
desire of the American 
people — and most presi- 
dents — to have open ac- 
cess to the president’s 
home. 

In the most recent epi- 
sode, a suspect identified as 
Francisco Martin Duran of 
Colorado Springs, Colora- 
do, turned a bright autumn 
afternoon on Pennsylvania 
Avenue to chaos by pulling 
an assault rifle from under- 
neath his topcoat and firing 
20 to 30 rounds at the 
White House. Remark- 
ably, no one was injured. 
|»As he sought to reload his 
rifle, Mr. Duran was tack- 
led by three civilians who 
detained him until uni- 
formed Secret Service 
agents could take him into 
custody. 

Mr. Duran purchased the 
gun he used — a Chinese- 
made Norinco SKS semi- 
automatic rifle — on Sept. 
12, the day President Bill 
Clinton signed into law an 
anti-crime measure outlaw- 
ing sale of many assault- 


type rifles- 

He has told authorities 
nothing since his arrest, not 
even hu name. His identity 
was ascertained through 
fingerprints. No motive for 
his action has been 
ascribed; the Secret Service 
has filed firearms charges 
against him. After initially 
asserting the shooting was 
not an attempt to assassin- 
ate President Clinton, the 
Secret Service now says it 
may add additional charges 
once its investigation is 
completed. 

Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen, who has overall 
responsibility for the Secret 
Service and its presidential 
protective detail, told re- 
porters Oct. 31 that he was 
expanding a government 
inquiry — already under- 
way m the wake of a Sept. 
12 crash of a light aircraft 
on the White House South 
Lawn — to include the 
latest incident. He pointed 
out that "you can’t have a 
totally open White House. 
You have to achieve a ba- 
lance, making it as accessi- 
ble as yon cairto the Amer- 
ican people, and in turn, 
giving the protection that's 
necessary for this nation’s 
leaders and their families.” 

One of Mr. Bentsen’s 
Secret Service agents, Carl 
Meyer, pinpoints the prob- 
lem. The White House, he 
notes, “is the only house of 
a leader in the world that 
people can go walking 
through on a given day. In 
our type of government 
and political system, the 
people are here to see the 
president, the president 


goes out to see them. I 
don't think there's going to 
be any change in that pro- 
cess." 

In fact, the White House 
is almost always aswirl with 
public activity. There are 
frequent bill-signings and 
ceremonies in its offices, 
briefings and news confer- 
ences in its working quar- 
ters. speeches and diploma- 
tic events staged on its ex- 
pansive South Lawn, re- 
ceptions and dinners in its 
state rooms. Hundreds, 
sometimes thousands of 
Americans are invited to it. 
Occasionally, events — like 
some ceremonies con- 
nected with the Camp 
David accords — are held 
on the North Grounds, the 
front side of the mansion 
facing Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue; President Clinton has 
held public events in front 
of tbe entrance to its West 
Wing, scene of tbe Oct. 29 
incident. 

Five days a week, 
thousands of persons trek 
through the public rooms 
of the White House on 
guided tours. Tbe presi- 
dent's living quarters on 
the second and third floors 
of the mansion are not 
open to the public, but 
tours pass through the 
Grand Foyer, the East 
Room and foe State Dining 
Room and give visitors 
views of foe Red Room, 
foe Green Room, the Blue 
Room, the Library and foe 
Map Room. 

Very tight control of ac- 
cess is maintained for all of 
these activities. Except for 
White House staff, an who 
enter pass through metal 
detectors. There are guard 
posts located all around the 



President Bill Clinton 

mansion perimeter. Snipers 
frequently patrol foe build- 
ing’s roof. The grounds are 
marked off by a tbree- 
metre-high fence of metal 
spikes. Concrete posts, 
linked by heavy chain, 
guard the sidewalk against 
foe intrusion of wheeled 
vehicles. 

Following foe car bomb 
attack on the U.S. Marine 
Corps barracks in Beirut a 
decade ago, the gates to the 
mansion’s grounds were 
-heavily reinforced to pre- 
vent a car or truck from 
ramming its way through. 
In addition to static secur- 
ity at tbe guard posts, uni- 


formed Secret Service 
agents, some with trained 
dogs, patrol the grounds, 
and electronic motion sen- 
sors guard against intru- 
sion. 

Beyond all that, aircraft 
are forbidden entry to the 
air space around the man- 
sion. 

Nonetheless, intruders 
on foe ground and in the air 
have penetrated the secur- 
ity screen on a few occa- 
sions, including foe two 
most recent incidents. 

What's to be done? No- 
thing more, many tradi- 
tionalists answer. As Agent 
Meyer points oat, “you 


can’t have a president oper- 
ating in a vacuum. You all 
have seen (that) when he 
goes out and meets the 
people he really is invigo- 
rated... you can see the 
change take over. I don't 
foink that absolute security 
is either possible” or feasi- 
ble. 

Security for President 
Clinton may be an especial- 
ly hard task for foe Secret 
Service, given his active 
lifestyle, ms desire to meet 
as many ordinary citizens 
as be can, and his passion 
for outdoor physical exer- 
cise. Although supporters 
paid for a running trade 
around foe South Lawn, 
Mr. Clinton prefers early- 
morning jogs out into foe 
city streets, trailed by Sec- 
ret Service agents and re- 
porters. 

One proposal given new 
impetus by Mr. Duran's 
bullets is a decade-old Sec- 
ret Service proposal to 
dose Pennslyvania Avenue 
to pedestrian and vehicle 
traffic. Given the fact that 
Pennsylvania Avenue is a 
main traffic artery, foe na- 
tion’s ceremonial boule- 
vard for Inaugural Parades 
and other eveots, and a 
major tourist attraction, 
the resurrection of the do- 
sure proposal is a measure 
of the extreme remedies 
that pop up when White 
House seennty is the topic. 

So far, only Pennsylvania 
Avenue closure has sur- 
faced as a specific new 
security proposal, and Mr. 
Ginton — while saying he 
will await the results of the 
security review — has sig- 
nalled through aides his 
distaste for foe idea. 


Kohl again can be good for. alliance and Europe 


By Henry A. Kissinger 


NEW YORK — Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl’s coalition 
has prevailed with tbe nar- 
rowest margin in the B nu- 
des tage since the first Ger- 
man national election after 
the war, when Konrad 
Adenauer emerged astiua- . 
cellor by dim of a single 
vote (presamabiy ids own). 
Mr. Kohl's is nevertheless 
an extraordinary achieve- 
ment. 

He rebounded from" 
being behind by double 
digits to win his fourth con- 
secutive election despite a 
major recession, in foe face 
of a substantial tax increase 
m West Germany to cover 
foe unexpectedly high costs 
of unification, and in foe 
midst of the pangs of up- 
heaval assodated with the 
political and economic res- 
tructuring of East Ger- 
many. 

In the German political 
system, the margin by 
which a chancellor is 
chosen is not necessarily an 
indication of his ability to 
govern. Once established 
by foe Bundestag, a chan- 
cellor can be replaced only 
by a majority vote for a 
successor and not, as in a 
parliamentary system, by a 
vote of no-confidence or a 
majority against specific 
policies. 

A hostile, dosely divided 
Bundestag can harass foe 
chancellor, as this one sure- 
ly will. And tbe upper 
bouse will in any event be 
dominated by the Social 
Democrats. But a positive 
vote to replace him remains 
hard to achieve. In nearly 
half a century, it has hap- 
pened only once — when 
Mr. Kohl came into office 
in 1982. 

A narrow margin did not 
prevent Konrad Adenauer 
from becoming a dominant 
chancellor. And it will not 
by itself diminish Mr. 
Kohl’s authority, because 
foe Kohl coalition’s real 
margin is greater than it 
appears. No current leader 
would accept becoming 


chancellor through foe 30 
seats of foe former Com- 
munist Party, which en- 
tered the Bundestag by a 
heretofore inoperative 
clause in the- constitution. 
To change foe chancellor, 
foe Free Democratic Party 
with its 47 sots would have 
to switch coalitions. 

But this is precisely why 
foe eleaion is likely to be 
viewed in retrospect as an 
augury of impending up- 
heaval in foe German poli- 
tical landscape; in fact, as 
foe beginning of foe end of 
foe Kohl era — an event 
which win bring home to 
Europe and to America 
how much Atlantic and 
European cohesion has be- 
come to depend on his 
towering personality. 

He has managed tbe 
NATO missile deploy- 
ment. foe unification of 
Germany and the integra- 
tion of Europe with such 
raatter-of-factuess that few 
remember how precarious 
those processes were at ev- 
ery step along foe way. 

But foe election makes it 
likely that Mr. Kohl's coali- 
tion partner, tire Liberal 
Free Democratic Party, 
will at a minimum become 
increasingly fractious. It 
may even abandon the 
coalition altogether and 
switch tides by midterm. 

For foe Free Democrats 
are having an identity' cri- 
sis. They know that they 
scraped by in this election 
by foe skin of their teeth; 
they came very dose to 
failing to achieve foe 5 per 
cent of the total vote that is 
a prerequisite to entry into 
the federal parliament. 
They may well have cros- 
sed that hurdle primarily 
because Mr. Kohl’s party 
encouraged the switch of 
enough of its own votes to 
sustain the governing coali- 
tion. And they have lost 
every election to state 
legislatures in the last three 
years. 

Tbe FDP seems to have 
reached tbe point which 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher. 
tbe former vice chancellor 


and foreign minister, de- 
scribed to me in 1980, when 
his party had been in coaii- 
' don with foe Soda! Demo- 
crats for more than 10 
years. He said then that the 
FDP would have to look 
for an opportunity to 
switch during foe next elec- 
toral period because if its 
voters became too accus- 
tomed to a permanent 
coalition with the SPD, 
they would lose interest in 
a separate existence and 
vote for the SPD directly. 

That situation seems to 
have arisen again, although 
foe current FDP leader 
does not have foe man- 
ipulative skill of Mr. Gens- 
cher and would have to 
take into account the risk 
of a complete disintegra- 
tion of his party if be tried 
to change coalitions. 

But self-interest will 
drive the FDP towards 
greater assertiveness, and, 
at an opportune moment, 
tempt it to switch coalitions 
— for which the narrow 
margin of victory provides 
the mathematical possibil- 
ity, as it did not in the last 
Bundestag. A switch at that 
time would not have suf- 
ficed to produce a majority 
for any alternative chancel- 
lor. 

By contrast, if, in the 
. wake of foe recent election, 
j foe FDP joins foe Socialists 
and foe Greens, the liberals 
{ will be in a position to elect 
: a new chancellor. Mr. 
Kohl’s position will there- 
fore be unprecedentedly 
precarious, and his govern- 
ment will require far grea- 
ter effort than it has needed 
heretofore to pass its leg- 
islative programme. 

In addition, his own par- 
ty may be tempted into 
succession maneuovrres, 
although his domination of 
the machinery has so far 
squelched all would-be suc- 
cessors. 

Mr. Kohl hinted strongly 
that, if elected, he might 
not serve more than two 
years and would hand over 
the rest of his term to a 
successor of his own choos- 


ing. But after the recent 
election, such a procedure 
could trigger the stuff is 
coalitions . by giving foe 
FDP a pretext to reject foe 
Christian Democratic Un- 
ion’s choice. 

On foe other hand, if Mr. 
Kohl serves out foe course, 
he will have an exhausting 
term as a prelude to fight- 
ing another bitter election 
battle, with, this time, very 
uncertain allies constantly 
reviewing whether they are 
more likely to reach 5 per 
cent as the right wing of an 
SPD-led coalition or as foe 
left wing of a CDU coali- 
tion. 

To me, these are melan- 
choly prospects because I 
consider Helmut Kohl one 
of the seminal figures of 
our period. He has been a 
guarantee of Germany's 
Atlantic and European 
orientation and a shield 
against the nationalistic or 
romantic temptations from 
which his people have suf- 
fered through much of their 
modern history. 

This does not reflect a 
lack of confidence in the 
leaders of the principal 
opposition partyV the SPD, 
which proved its sense of 
responsibility under Chaiv 
cellors Willy Brandt and 
Helmut Schmidt. Since 
then, however, its radical 
wing has grown for more 
restless; its coalition party 
would be the Greens, 
whose formal programme 
rejects the Atlantic 
Alliance and a major inter- 
national role for Germany. 
The centre of gravity of 
such a coalition would be 
much further left and make 
the implementation of tra- 
ditional Atlantic policy 
much more difficult. 

Hie approaching end of 
the Kohl era is due not only 
to electoral arithmetic but 
to the transition in genera- 
tions. Mr. Kohl is the last 
West German leader with a 
living memory of World 
War II and its aftermath, 
and for whom American 
help in reconstructing 
Europe represents a per- 


sonal, indeed a sen- 
timental, experience. 

The next generation — 
of all the parties — will be 
less tied to traditional inter- 
pretations, more cool- 
headed about assessing 
national interests, and 
more ready to assert a 
. national German role. This 
will be reinforced by foe 
growing influence of foe 
formerly Communist pan 
of Germany — a region 
whose people lived under 
totalitarianism for 60 years, 
did not experience the 
great period of Atlantic 
cooperation and European 
construction, and saw in 
nationalism a refuge from 
Communist oppression. 

These trends are com- 
pound by foe fact that foe 
posi-Cold War world has 
cut Germany loose from 
some of its previous moor- 
ings. 

When Germany was di- 
vided, Europe provided a 
political home and a substi- 
tute for a national policy. 
So long as German armies 
stood on foe Elbe, foe 
Atlantic Alliance was 
essential for German secur- 
ity. Germany’s unification 
removes one incentive for 
subordination to suprana- 
tional institutions, and foe 
V retreat of Russian forces 
from Central Europe eli- 
minates another. 

At foe same time, there 
has been no American in- 
itiative to define new pur- 
poses for the Atlantic 
Alliance other than foe 
Partnership for Peace, 
which erodes geographic 
delineations without de- 
veloping new common pur- 
poses. 

No wonder that both the 
extent and the content of 
Europe have become con- 
troversial — all tempta- 
tions to a more national 
role. 

For America, the 
approaching end of the 
Kohl period represents a 
watershed of its own: 
whether to continue emph- 
asising new universalist in- 
stitutions that threaten to 
weaken progressively the 


Atlantic Alliance and 
change foe nature of die 
European Union, or to 
turn to revitalising foe ex- 
isting building blocks of the 
European order and foe 
Atlantic Community. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion will not have time to 
puisne both approaches in 
partnership with Mr. Kohl; 
it must establish priorities. 
Unless the Atlantic 
Alliance is given a mission 
and a purpose reflecting its 
historic essence, it will gra- 
dually dissolve in a mis- 
hmash of universalist slo- 
gans m distinguishable from 
those of tbe United Nations 
and of general collective 
security. One can hardly 
build Europe, or an Atlan- 
tic partnership, if one is not 
willing to define where 
Europe begins and ends. 

In tbe time re maining. Amer- 
ica must work with Mr. 
Kohl on defining mem- 
bership in both the Atlantic 
Alliance and foe Europear, 
Union for tbe states o? 
Eastern Europe, and on 
creating new but different 
structures for political con- 
sultation with tbe states 
arising out of tbe former 
Soviet Union. 

A clear sense of identity 
of foe Atlantic Alliance 
and a clear definition of the 
European Union are a pre- 
requisite to good relations 
with Russia. Tbe reluct- 
ance to draw new lines 
means reliance on those 
made irrelevant by the end 
of foe cold war. But neither 
Europe nor tbe Atlantic 
Alliance can stop at the 
East German border with- 
out creating a vacuum be- 
tween Germany and Russia 
— foe historic source of 
European wars. 

Revitalising Enrojpe&n 
and Atlantic institutions 
would be a noble culmina- 
tion of Mr. Kohl’s ste- 
wardship. It is important, 
for, whatever happens, 
America and Europe will 
not soon find so reliable 
and courageous a partner 
as Chancellor Kohl. 


Los Angeles Times. 


Hamas protesters slam Arafat 


(CortuMd fr om page I) 

without triggering civil war. 

And Mr. Alphcr did not 
think Israel was about to 
onbark an a killing spree in 
Gaza like the hunt for the 
Munich attackers. 

But he. said: "If this kind of 
escalation rakes place, it’s not 
a good thing. It’s not good for 
*c peace process. I( is better 
for Arafat to get foe mes- 


1 :*.**-’ 


. 


l>- 


>lice escorted Friday’s 
*n4rchers who carried black 
flags and banners through 
fccnripg Gaza City chanting 
Islamic slogans and attacking 


Mr. Arafat’s autonomy deal 
with Israel. 

“Oh Arafat, this is your 
peace, nothing but jail and 
detentions.” they raged. 

Another banner read: “We 
tell those who flexed their 
muscle to search for the 
Israeli soldier to do the same 
and find Hani Abed’s killer. ’ 

It was a reference to a 
Palestinian police crackdown 
on Hamas ordered by Arafat 
after the movement kidnap- 
ped a soldier on Oct- 9. 

But there was support for 
Mr. Arafat from about 700 
Fateh members who rallied in 
from of his Gaza headquar- 


ters. 

He came out to greet them 
as they chanted “with our 
blood and sou] we will defend 
vou Arafat” and be was 
hoisted shoulder-high. 

■‘The most important thing 
in these difficult moments is 
our national unity, nothing 
must harm that.” Mr. Arafat 
said. "I tell my brothers in 
Fateh to be patient,” be said, 
quoting from foe Koran. 

Islamic Jihad and Hamas 
issued statements conde- 
mning Israeli attempts to 
start a "civil war" among 
Palestinians and urged unity. 

“Our people will stand un- 


ited with all its farces, includ- 
ing the Palestinian authority, 
in foe face of these plots," 
said a cleric, reading a state- 
ment at a mosque from where 
tbe demonstrators walked to 
Abed’s house. 

The Jihad, which has 
claimed responsibility for a 
series of atta ck s on Israelis in 
recent years, pledged to 
“make tbe Zionist entity pay 
for this new crime.” 

On Thursday, young activ- 
ists evicted Mr. Arafat from 
Abed’s mosque funeral, 
knocking off his headdress 
and chanting slogans against 
him. In tbe Palestinian lead- 
er's first public statements 
after the incident, he played 


down foe wild scene. 

“The wind never moves 
foe mountain, don't let any- 
thing harm our unity,” said 
Mr. Arafat. 

Immediately after Mr. 
Arafat was evicted from the 
mosque a delegation apolo- 
gised to the Palestinian lead- 
er. blaming the incident on 
street hotheads not directly 
connected to Islamic move- 
ments. 

“What happened yesterday 
was a very bad mistake.” 
Hamas leader Mahmoud 
Zahar told the crowd of 
thousands gathered outside 
Abed's home after Friday 
prayers. 

“We must remain united.” 
be said. 


But despite their calls for 
unity, Hamas leaders still 
blamed the Palestinian 
National Authority in pan 
for Abed's death because of 
their lack of protection for 
the Islamic factions. 

Abed was a suspect in the 
May schooting death of two 
Israeli soldiers and Palesti- 
nians blame Israel for his 
death. Israeli sources said he 
had ordered a carbomb con- 
structed to explode inside 
Israel and press reports said a 
stolen car had already been 
readied. 

“The rime has come for the 
Palestinian security forces to 
confront informants instead 
of hounding the holy fight- 
ers," said a Hamas leaflet. 


U.N. force to leave Somalia 

(Continued from page 12} 


Aideed came as a surprise to 
UNOSOM. 

But Gen. Aideed said rep- 
resentatives from the 12 fac- 
tions taking pan in the con- 
ference had last month in- 
formed Mr. Gbeho of their 
decision to hold the meeting 
and had requested UN- 
OSOM’s .assistance. 

“It is very ironic, to say the 
least, that the special repre- 
sentative of foe secretary- 
general has resoned to empty 
gestures and outright misin- 
formation ... to retard foe 
reconciliation conference.” 
Gen. Aideed’s statement. 


issued on behalf of factions 
participating in the meeting, 
said. 

Mr. Gbeho said foe exclu- 
sion of certain factions 
“would be a recipe for con- 
tinued strife and violence," 
adding that the United Na- 
tions “could not be a party tc 
foe divisive move of this 
kind.” 

Gen. Aideed's arch rival, 
self-styled Interim Presideni 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad, a! sc 
denounced the conference as 
unilateral and refused to par- 
ticipate. 
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Dollar tossed as Deputy premier quits in new 
U.S. data add to Russian government upheaval 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- Oct. 11. bold me responsible for the 

i uLC I ISC 111 CSSlIl V sia’s government and its eco- Mr. Panskov was a deputy lack of coordination of minis- 

mT ■ nomic reforms were hit by finance minister in the Soviet tries in charge of the eco- 

r , new upheaval Friday with the era and had worked since nomy.” 

LONDON (R) — The dollar economists were the strong resignation of Deputy Prime May as deputy director of . He said he would have 

pitched; and tossed on the increases in the average U.S. Minister Alexander Shokhin Mr. Yeltsin’s budget and fi- been prepared to drop his 
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which signalled the Fed bad 
not done enogub so far to 



foreign exchanges Friday af- 
ter U.S; labour data put in- 
CTeasing pressure on the U.S. 
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tighten -Credit policy, dealers 
said. 

“The r basic view is (the 
data are) very good for the 
U.S. eepnomy but it really 
does mean the Fed are going 
to have^tb do something very, 
very quickly,” said a dealer at 
a U.K T fiank here. “And by 
quicklyr J mean this' after- 
noon."^.'. 

U.S.. non-farm payrolls 
rose 19ftj000 in October, be- 
low forecasts for a 238,000 
rise but' strong enough to 
•how the Fed needed to act 
iggressfvely to combat infla- 
ion, dealers said. 

In September, non-form 
payrolls rose 248,000. 

But of more interest to 


Malcolm Barr, economist 
at Chemical Bank in London, 
said the market had been 
short of dollars ahead of the 
figures and was covering 
those positions. He said there 
was no sign of Fed support, 
adding: "It looks like they 
don't need to, it’s holding up 
independently. 1 ’ 

Brian Hilliard, senior in- 
ternational economist at 
Societe Generate Strauss 
Turnbull here, said the recent 
dollar weakness reflected 
general poor sentiment over 
U.S. financial assets. "As 
long as that remains, you're 
not going to see a turn in the 
dollar,” he said. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sia's government and its eco- 
nomic reforms were hit by 
new upheaval Friday with the 
resignation of Deputy Prime 
Minister Alexander Shokhin 
in protest at the appointment 
of an ex-communist as fi- 
nance minister. 

Mr. Shokhin, 42, an avid 
market reformer who also 
served as economy minister, 
was the fifth senior official to 
lose his job following the 
collapse of die rouble . 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Che rnomyrdin expressed sur- 
prise and regret at Mr. 
Shokhin’s resignation offer, 
but said Friday that the deci- 
sion would be accepted by 
President Boris Yeltsin. 

Mr. Shokhin acted after 
Mr. Yeltsin Thursday named 
Vladimir Panskov, 50, to re- 
place interim finance minister 
Andrei Vavilov, who was 
fired for his alleged responsi- 
bility in the rouble crisis, 
which saw foe currency lose 
21 per cent of its value bn 


Oct. 11 . 

Mr. Panskov was a deputy 
finance minister in the Soviet 
era and had worked since 
May as deputy director of. 
Mr. Yehan’s budget and fi- 
nance department 

Mr. Yeltsin branded the 
crisis a “financial coup d'e- 
tat" aimed at trying to bring 
down his government. 

His Security Council 
Wednesday issued a report 
directly blaming the central 
h ank , the finan ce minis try, 
the economy ministry and 
some commercial banks for 
profitting "directly and on a 
large scale from the serious 
destabilisation of the coun- 
try’s financial system.” 

It accused finance ministry 
and the central bank of trying 
to ease the government's 
burgeoning budget deficit by 
speculating against the rou- 
ble. 

Mr. Shokhin, in announc- 
ing his resignation at a press 
conference, said Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin had "decided to 


hold me responsible for the 
lack of coordination of minis- ■ 
tries in charge of the eco- 
nomy." 

He said he would have 
been prepared to drop his 
economy minister portfolio 
and accept the blame for the 
October rouble plunge, had 
be been consulted about the 
appointment of Mr. Panskov. 
“I would have accepted 

this responsibility only if the 
nomination of the ministers 
of finance and economy were 
made with my approval. But 
T have just learned that the 
president has named Mr. 
Panskov to the finance minis- 
try," he added. 

“I regret that Chernomy- 
rdin did not inform me about 
this appointment/' Mr. 
Shokhin said. 

"Just yesterday he told me 
he bad never seen Panskov in 
his life. It’s a very strange 
step to name someone to 
such a high post who is un- 
known by the prime minis- 
ter,’ 1 Mr. Shokhin said. 


Sentiment towards dollar remains fairly negative 


The following report, covering the period from Thurs- 
lay, Oct. 27-1994 until Wednesday, Nov. 2-1994 , is 
provided by Naser Nabulsi, private client group at 
Merrill- Lynch — Dubai. 


Currency outlook 


Overview 

fundamental View: Despite a round of Fed dollar buying, 
entiment towards the dollar remains fairly negative due to 
ingoing, concerns about potential U.S. inflation, another 
nissed deadline in the U.S.-Japan trade talks and uncertain- 
y about’ the upcoming U.S.-mid-term elections. Recent U.S. 
conomic indicators have been strong and it is widely 
x peered that the Fed will raise interest rates at the 
ipcomlng FOMC meeting on Nov. 15. Merrill Lynch 
conomists expect the Fed to raise both the Fed funds and 
he discount rate by 50 basis points at that time, though 
markets may be discounting a rate rise larger than that. 

Because the market is already anticipating an increase, it is 
mlikety.that a 50 basis point charge will support the dollar 
meaningfully. A larger increase would do more to support 
he dollar near-term, but a larger increase could also be 
estabiKsing for the equity markets and discourage portfolio 
apitafcinflows — a negative for the dollar. - 
We continue to expect the dollar to fall to levels as low as 
>M/US£) 1-45 and JPY/USD 92 over the next twelve 
lonthft; 

echnfoal View: In recent weeks, European currencies have 
een relatively strong against the U.S. dollar, while both the 
Australian and Canadian dollars have been under at least 
mme pressure. Last week (ending Oct. 28) those fortunes 
ere at, least temporarily reversed as the European curren- 
■es aiid the Japanese yen fell against the greenback, while 
le Australian and Canadian currencies rallied. In the end, 
ic dollar index gained 0.4 per cent for the week. While this 
jvance can be characterised as being fairly modest, it was 
le fourth gain in six weeks and was the best performance 
nee late August. The July- August momentum lows con- 
nue tabe the lows for the post-February dollar decline; as a 
•sult^he weakness of recent weeks has not been confirmed. 
Overall, sentiment for the dollar is neutral, but is working 
"f a recent overbought condition (particularly against the 
mi), [plus, some backing and filling may still be required 
jforejentiment is positioned for a good bottom. Until that 
ittom is formed, th/s downtrend remains intact with 
edium term resistance at 88.00-88.40 and long term 
sistauce at 90.30-90.60. . The index has so far held support 
84.90, but a decisive break of that level could well signal 


further weakness to below 83.00 and perhaps a full test tothe 
1992 low near 78.00. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental View: The inability of U.S. and Japan trade 
negotiators to wrap-up the final details of a flat glass accord 
readied at the beginning of October in time for the U.S. 
imposed deadline of Oct. 31 added to negative dollar 
sentiment. Looking ahead, economic data released later in 
the week may further add to downward pressure on the 
dollar-yen exchange rate. The U.S. employment report for 
October will be released Friday and should employment 
growth come in higher than expected, inflation fears will 
probably be heightened. Also on Friday, Japan's current 
account surplus for September will be released. It is expected 
to widen in dollar terms because of the j - curve effect. 

As we have noted before, U.S.-Japan current account and 
capital flow imbalances are putting the majority of the 
pressure on the yen-dollar exchange rate. Though Japan's 
current account surplus is narrowing in yen terms, it will take 
some time for the imbalance to show substantial improve- 
ment. 

Moreover, we have recently trimmed our 1994 Japanese 
growth forecast to 1 per cent from 1.3 per cent due to the 
weaker-than-expected second quarter. We still expect 
growth to be near 3 per cent next year. We maintain our 
12-month forecast of JPY/USD 92. 

Technical View: 'Hie Japanese yen fell 0.2 per cent versus 
the U.& dollar during the week-ended Oct. 28.- Sentiment 
has begun to show signs pf deterioration; Consensus Inc... 
weekly sentiment reading came in at 46 per cent bulls, with 
the three-week moving average at 23 per cent. Despite the 
weekly improvement, this latter figure is still a constructive 
(oversold) reading for the currency and implies that, even 
with weak momentum, nearby reactions will probably be 
short lived. 

Thus, despite the recent temporary break below the 1994 
trend line, the underlying uptrend remains in force. Medium 
term (first) resistance exists at 100.80 Y/U.S.S, with longer 
term resistance coming in at 101.80. Important support exists 
a ’ 97.60; a break of that level would allow for a move 

through 93. 

Deutschemark 

Fundamental View: The Deutschemark has managed to hold 
on to its gains, following the Kohl victory in the German 
election, continuing to trade near DM/USD 1.50 though 
challenging the downside. The mark continues to benefit 
from the market's ongoing concern that U.S. inflation is 
about to accelerate. Recent U.S. economic indicators have 
been strong and it is widely expected that the Fed will raise 
interest rates at the upcoming FOMC meeting on Nov. 15. 


indy Capp 


Merrill Lynch economists expect the Fed to raise both the 
Fed funds and the discount rate by 50 basis points at that 
time, though it appears the market may be discounting a rate 
rise larger than that. Because the market is already anticipat- 
ing an increase, it is unlikely that a 50 basis point change will 
give the dollar much of a boost. A large increase would do 
more to support the dollar near-term but a larger increase 
could also be destabilising for the equity markets and 
discourage portfolio capital inflows and further encourage 
portfolio capital outflows — a negative for the dollar. 

We maintain our forecast for the dollar to trend lower over 
the next six months to DM/U.S.S 1.45 before recovering to 
DM/U.S.S 1.50 in the six months after that. However, we 
caution that volatility will continue to plague the dollar for 
still some time to come. 

Technical View: Hie Deutschemark declined 0.7 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar last week. Unlike the yen, sentiment 
for the D-mark is approaching overbought readings. 
Momentum has been deteriorating since August, and still 
seems to have the potential to remain under pressure for the 
rest of the year. 

This suggest that the D-mark strength of recent weeks (as 
well as the underlying post-February uptrend) is reasonably 
close to a top. Nonetheless, it would likely require a decline 
back through at least 1.54 DM/U.S.S, and more likely’ 1.60, 
to reverse that trend and fully substantiate the action of 
momentum. Strong resistance remains at 1.48; the currency 
has been testing that level, and a penetration would allow for 
at least a challenge of 1.39: .. 

Against the yen, the D-mark fell 0.6 per cent last week. 
Medium term oscillators are overbought and short term 
indicators have peaked, suggesting a potential test of the 
lows of the long term trading range. That range generates 
support at 59-60, with resistance above 66.50. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental View: The British pound was stronger this 
week as currency traders adjusted to the possibility of an 
official interest rate hike in the U.K. The pound remained 
near its two-year high of USD/GBP 1.64 while appreciating 
against the Deutschemark to DM/GBP 2.45. Recent strength 
in U.K. economic indicators has led to some speculation that 
there will be an official interest rate increase. But our 
London economics team does not expect an' interest rate 
increase at this time. The recent strength in sterling should 
allow a rate increase to be put off until early 1995. 

We maintain our positive outlook on the pound and expect 
it to continue to appreciate to USD/GBP 1.66 in six months 
time before slipping to USD/GBP 1.63 in the following six 
months. 

Against the mark, we expect the pound to be trading 
around the current level of DM/GBP 2.45 in twelve months 
time. Resistance is at 2.467-2.475, with support at 2.38-2.41. 





“I know you haven’t been brushing 
your teeth regularly, so I frosted 
your cupcake with toothpaste!” 


1 4^ 



Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 10 form 
lour onflnaiy words. 


that scrambled word game 

® by Hewl Arnold end WbeArgMon 


How much can you Bft? 



ELYSEP 


Print answer hem: 


Now arrange the dreted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: AIDED FORUM CEMENT FELLOW 
Answer What the fire in sp ecto r tfccovered — 

AN OLD FLAME 



Major hit by post 
privatisation climbdown 


LONDON (R) — A humi- 
liating climbdown over plans 
to privatise Britain's post 
office has exposed the weak- 
ness of John Major’s govern- 
ment and could spur further 
rebellions within his disgrun- 
tled Conservative Party, 
especially over Europe. 

A dozen Conservatives 
opposed to selling off the 
post office forced him Thurs- 
day to abandon at the last 
minute what was to have 
been the flagship economic 
policy of next year’s legisla- 
tive agenda. 

The big loser from the de- 
bacle is Trade Secretary 
Michael Heseltine, who 
admitted he was distressed 


that his cherished plan had 
been scuppered but vowed to 
stay in his job nndLfight. 

Mr. Major himself had 
been cool about privatising 
the post office, and came out 
at last month’s Conservative 
annual conference in favour 
of a quiet period of "con- 
solidation” instead of more 
upheavals in Britain’s public 
services. 

But by backing down so 
dose to Nov. 16, when Qeen 
ElizabetJTwtll unveil the gov- 
ernment^ legislative plans, 
Mr. Mafei»has reinforced the 
public impression that be. 
heads a dithering, indecisive 
administration. 
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On ALL Non Gold Items . 

k NOT FOR EVER!! 

\ Amra Hotel Shops / 
\ 6th Circle / 

\ Amman 


Horoscope not received 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Jam** E. Hknlsh, Jr. 


4 Anebaian. e.jj. 

8 Humble 

13 TrotitatJourlove 
song 

14 Small graj) 

15 Caii or 
Francooe 

16 Fna-pnce 
'agreement 

18 CsruBor 
nimbus 

19 Doyle's 
inepedor 

£0 Rjj* periods 
SI Lamb's mom 

22 Footbal (earn 

23 Social dast 
27 Exchange 

29 “Ai. Jaa' 

33 San Simeon's 


■iiijja idii jjjj 


iaaaau amaaaa 


68 Concords 

DOWN 

1 Wmgs 

2 Wactagbird 

3 Trade comer 

4 Pale yellow 

5 Occupations 


2B Anglo-Saxon 
council 

30 Custom 

31 Northern native 

32 Rainem 
torrents 

34 due 
39 Gingrich 
44 Escape notice 


□□□Q □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ QQnn 
□QgDBSQQQQ □□□□ 
□QDQI3 

□qqubidu annua 

semap uouuaa 

UULJU HQQQ □□□ 

E3 @H E ci Dacia 

lJLJD □□an njnBB 

□Baaao aaomo 

„ cjoaoD □□□□□□□ 

QDaOQQQB UULiniJ 

□□□□ DmjnauQuau 

□(§□□ UUULJU GE3DQ 
□aaa DODBO DHDB 


47 Bm. 

•La ■ 

SO Underway 

52 VMJ student 

53 Vault 

54 Seed 
•ppendege 


55 Singer Ponsete 

56 Gin 

57 Salamanders 

58 Blrenw gems 

59 Mandate 
SO Smaflones 
62 Sot-porters 
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Financial Jordan Times 
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dim Amman Bank 
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Wait-and-see attitude still prevails 
at Amman Financial Market 
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Currency 

UA Qatar 7 

Storting round 

DnitidK Moork 
Swim franc 

Fren ch Krone 

Jijnumc Vrn 
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4 . ITT 1.110 1.200 1.200 

14,041 0.110 0 . 1*0 0,100 

1,141 1.110 1 . 0*0 1.020 

4.044 0.440 0,010 0.240 

4.224 11.400 11.104 11.100 

10 . 0*1 14.400 14.100 14.100 

101,141 2.420 2.440 2.140 

12 . 2 *» >.«00 2.000 3.210 

1,401 10.100 20.400 20.000 
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By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Investors con- 
tinned to adopt a wait-and- 
see attitude at the Amman 
stock market despite the sign- 
ing of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty and the Middle 
East and North Africa econo- 
mic summit held in Casablan- 
ca last week that held out 
promises of economic 
prosperity for Jordan, brok- 
ers said Friday. 

Trading in the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM), 
was the Jordanian bourse is 
officially known, remained 
largely stagnant and prices 
also registered a small drop 
last week, the weekly AFM 
report said. 

Turnover during the week 
was JD 3.1 million, down 
20.5 per cent from the pre- 


vious weeks JD 3.9 million, 
the report said. 

The general share price in- 
dex based on 60 major com- 
panies closed at 143.1 points, 
down 0.5 points or 0.4 per 
cent from the week's opening 
of 143.6 points, the report 
showed. 

The industrial sector 
accounted for JD 1.3 million, 
or 41.6 per cent of the tur- 
nover, followed bytbe ser- 
vices sector with JD 1 mil- 
lion, or 31.7 per cent, com- 
mercial banks and financial 
institutions with JD 830,000 
or 26.4 per cent, and insur- 
ance slock with jd 100,000 or 
0.3 per cent, according to the 
report. _ 

The only sector to show a 
small increase was the indust- 
rial sector, whose index 
closed 0.4 points or 03 per 


cent up. The services sector 
index closed 5.3 points of 3.9 
points down, the insurance 
sector index went down by 
0.5 points or 0.4 per cent and 
the banking sector index de- 
clined by 03 points or 03 per 
cent. 

Shares of 77 companies 
were traded during the week, 
with 16 of them showing 
slight gains, 47 losing and 14 
remaining stable as business 
closed on Wednesday, the 
last day of trading for the 
week. Final accounting for 
the week is done on Thurs- 
day. 

BTokeTS .attributed the 
stagnancy in the market to 
what they described as a wait- 
and-see attitude on the part 
of investors ahead of con- 
crete signs of economic pros- 
pects for Jordan following the 
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Foreign investment in U.S. rises 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Direct foreign investment in 
the United States rose sharp- 
ly in 1993 to $26.2 billion 
from S15.3 billion in 1992. 

The upward trend con- 
tinued in the first half of 
1994, with foreign purchases 
of U.S. stocks and entire 
companies rose to $3.9 bil- 
lion, according to the report 



from accountants Arthur 
Andersen, based on Com- 
merce Department figures. 

The U.S. manufacturing 
sector was the largest magnet 
for foreign investors in 1993, 
accounting for $12.4 billion 
or 47 per cent of the total. 

Investment in services dou- 
bled to $3.93 billion, but real 
estate investment fell to $1 .61 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian fire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


U.S. $1.00 costs 13592/02 
1.5222/32 
1.7064/69 
1.2724/34 
31.31/35 
5.2230/80 
1562.6/4.1 
97.89/99 
7.3800/00 
6.6350/00 
5.9580/30 

One sterling SI .6090/00 
One ounce of gold S383. 85/384. 15 


billion from S2.16 bQtion the 
previous year. 

Britain was the largest in- 
vestor by country, almost 
quadrupling its stake from 
S2.3 billion to $9.03 billion. 

But recession in Japan saw 
investment from there fall 
further to S1.85 billion, down 
from $2.92 billion in 1992 and 
$20 billion in 1990. 

Japan nonetheless con- 
tinues to head the table of 
cumulative investments, at 
S96.2 billion, ahead of Bri- 
tain with S95.4 billion. 

Canada, Germany, the 
Netherlands and France all 
increased their U.S. invest- 
ments last year, ranging from 
SI .08 billion for France to 
S3.99 billion for Canada. 

New York headed the list 
of U.S. states for attracting 
foreign investment in 1993 
with $7.02 billion, followed 
by Texas with S4.1 billion and 
California at $2.78 billion. 

Direct investment is when 
someone acquires more than 
a 10 per cent stake in a 
company. 





36 % 


FOR RENT 

Apartment building in Um 
Utheina 

(whole or individual apart- 
ments), consisting of four 
floors, two apartments on 
each floor - 170 square 
metres each. 

Each a panmem has three 
bedrooms two baths, par- 
lor, and sitting room. 

For more details call; 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/ 
810520 
Fax: 810520 



JAMAL TRADING & 
REAL ESTATE CO. 

FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 
Villas & Apartments 
Buying & Selling 
Land & Property 


Tel: 

688816-631 113 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 



^ Cafe’ 

Hambimjers+Pizzas 

EUTECAFE 


TALK OF THE TOWN 

DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 

NjgMLong 




"The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! 


JUMBO p 

m 30% l*r* 

Free enli 
mt 20 x 30 


phot o 



Typical 





ft’s f ifft tic 

Rock & Arabic Dance 


Shtneisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


f CHEN’S X 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartroque tor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tal: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 330 p.m. 

630 - Midnight 
< Air Conditioned HaH / 


La Vita Lounge 

12:00 pm - v - Late 


Takm away hs avaOmbta 

am/MmbStntt 
Um Ultmtah Commercial Cento 

Tel-- 881174 
fact laded Always Loud 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


j for further details please call 

Kr&VH : 


REAL ESTATE 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 





\inm.m - first i in.li' 
..j.pusitv |KU.H AII!AS^ 

^ Tl-X.: 654205 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

iStCtrcie Jabai Amman, near 
AhtyyatiGrts School 


Open daily J2:V0-3:3d 
p.m. 

7:00 — Mfcfriigfir . 

T+L63S9U 


OmniLink 


HAMZEH GROUP 


Deluxe Furnished Offices. 


* Scccttna. 1 S ctVK M . * CouncrSernog. 
'TnndusnAIoteipnorig ’Fn-wndc 
And nswy other mnea 


SfanmmaHuaefaCraiff.ltexsSt. 
PO Box 990121 lAmn 11293 Jadm. 
Td 677940 Ftt<9624S©»57. 





75c?>v 
Cur ! 

I ciffoidcibic prices 

V.V. Cool 1 ’ 


Time Out Bar ! ! 

Sweifiveh - 863944 


uality Furnished Flats 



5th Circle 

674563-674551 


SELECT HOTEL 



Jabai Ai Webdeh/Tei.637 i 01/637 1 02 


Kurdi Stores 


Suwaifiah Tel. 827105 


peace treaty that the King;-, 
dom signed with Israel on* 1 ’ 
Oct. 26. 

“It is not that investors do - 
not expect anything to come., 
out of the peace treaty,” said , 
a broker. “They axe awaiting ‘ ; 
details of possible new pro- 
jects so that they could judg£. t i 
which companies are going to - . 
benefit and how and reflect 
those expectations in th&.- 
stock market." 

The broker said investors 
were conscious of the pros* ' 
pects that the Casablanca ' 
summit held out for eoono 1 ^' 
mic development of Jordan - 
but wanted to have detailed.'; 
information on what trans- 
pired during the conference.! 
and which sectors held out ' ; 
better chances before com- 1 ' 
mitting themselves. ’ 

t ■>- 

Asian ;;V 

countries 
are top 
providers of 
immig rants 

to Canada X 

OTTAWA (AFP) — Hong- 
Kong is the top provider of . . 
immigrants to Canada,' 
according to figures released 
by the Canadian government. 

And the British colony is 
followed by six more Asian 
nations as the biggest provid- 
ers of immigrants. 

Last year, 36,485 immig- 
rants entered Canada from . 
Hong Kong, foDowed by In- ■ 
dia (20,298), the Philippines 
(19,640), Taiwan (9,845),". 
China (9,440), Sri Lanka • 
(9,072) and Vietnam (8,007): .■ 

The United States was the ~ 
biggest non- Asian supplier of 
immigrants last year (7,982); 
followed by Britain (7,104) 
and Poland (6,852). 

However, the Canadian ' - 
government is planning to cut 
the number of immigrants 
allowed into the country and 
would take measures to en- 
sure that those admitted paid 
their own way. 

The plan calls for between * 
190,000 and 215,000 immig- 
rants and refugees to be 
allowed into Canada next 
year, down from the antici- 
pated figure of 230,000 for : 
1994. 

This is an about-turn from 
the governing liberal Party’s 
election manifesto last year, 
which promised to increase 
immigration. 

Immigration Minister Se'W ' 
gio Maxchi, himself an im- 
migrant from Argentina^ . 
places greater emphasis on ' 
attracting well-educated im- 
migrants with business skills! 

And in a move which could 
hit many potential immig^';'. 
rants from Hong Kong, Mr: * ; 
Marchi announced the susV’; 
pension of an “investor-ini-'-' 
migrant” category until ah ’’ 
investigation into alleged 
irregularities in the scheme 
had been completed. 

Outlining the broad prind- Tu- 
ples of his new plan, but 
without getting into details,. 
Mr. Marchi said: “The gov- 
ernment is committed to eh-' * 
suring that newcomers te~ 
Canada can integrate and; 
contribute to Canada as 
quickly as possible, without- 
adding to the burden on so- 
cial programmes.” v; 

“This means raising sel«£«- 
tion standards; ensuring that'' 
Canadian honour their rbr* 
sponsibilities towards spon-. 
sored family members; and' 
achieving an appropriate ba-2 
lance between the economic 
and family components, 1 ' he 
added. T; 

Immigration Canada offi- 
cials said there would be tot- 
ter checking of appllcations- 
by immigrants to sponsor 
their relatives, in order to 
ensure that sponsors will be 
able to support their relatives. 

They added that there 
would also to ongoing checks 
after sponsored family mem- 
bers arrive in Canada, a re- 
sponse to allegations that 
many immigrants have failed 
to meet their financial obliga- - 
tions towards their parents er- 
grandparents. 

In many cases, immigrants 
who had promised to . be . 
financially responsible for tfie '' 
parents or grandparents had 
been found to be living on. ; 
social welfare and, unable to '- . 
support their sponsored rela- 
tives. 

Immigrants may be obliged Z 
to post bonds to ensure theif*-> 
compliance with promises to 
look after their relatives ! 
financially, said Mr. MardiL - ; 

The minister said “family T - 
class” sponsorships in future . . 
will concentrate more oh ' 
reuniting immigrants with 
their spouses and children 
than with their parents and 
grandparents. • > 
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Arsenal, Chelsea fly flag for England i J“^ h r £ a “Ii ulers to ,! a “i ? 


LONDON (Agencies) — De- 
fending champion Arsenal 
and Chelsea both advanced 
to lift some of the gloom for 
, English teams in European 
.-pb(y. while clubs from Italy 
.'and Spain completed a near 
• perfect week for their coun- 
tries with victories Thursday 
in the Cap Winners Cup. 


;ian Wright, celebrating his 
31st birthday, scored in his 


; dub-record 11th consecutive 
game as Arsenal gained a 
:■ place in the quarterfinals af- 
ter' struggling to a 2-2 draw 
' with Danish club Brondby. 

.Arsenal advanced on a 4-3 
..aggregate, but only after 
1 Brondby was denied an appal 
'for, a penalty in injury time 
Rafter a strong second-half 

■ .performance. 

.. Wright, playing his first 
. game in 11 days after suff er- 
ring a groin injury, converted 

- a penalty in the 25th minute 
."for his 16th goal of the sea- 
; son . Ian Selley also netted for 

Arsenal, but heavy onderdog 
Brondby got goals from Bo 
."Hansen and Dan Eggen, and 
-'Hansen was brought down in 
'the" Arsenal box in the closing 
; seconds but did not draw the 
•penalty. 

■ .Chelsea advanced on the 

- away goals rule after Scottish 
striker John Spencer capped 
'one of the most spectacular 
’•sold runs of the year with the 

deciding goal in a 1-1 draw at 
Austria Vienna. The teams 
'played to a scoreless tie in the 
■first leg in London two weeks 
agq. 

\ "With two defenders trailing 
in his wake, Spencer ran 80 
metres with the ball after a 
Vienna shot off a comer kick 
.was blocked by a wall of 
•Chelsea players. 

. Spencer, playing his first 
"match after sitting out four 
weeks with a knee injury, 

■ then drawj goalkeeper Franz 
"Wohlfahrt away from the net 
land slotted home the crucial 



Chelsea’s Nigel Sparknumn (right) looks at Austria Wien’s 
Igor MjeUe (centre) shooting at the Chelsea goal daring the 


Cup Winner’s Cup second round, second leg match at the 
Ernst Happdl Stadium on Thursday (AFP photo) 


goal by Lithuanian striker 
Arminas Naibekovas in the 
73rd minute, then held on to 


repel several quality scoring 
chances by the Austrians 


•a\yay goal in the 40th minute. 
“I don’t think I will ever 


“I don’t think I will ever 
score a better goal," Spencer 
said. “And I don't think Til 


over the final minutes. 

The triumphs for Chelsea 
and Arsenal were the first 
bright moments in dour week 
four English clubs. Newcastle 
and Aston Villa were knock- 
ed out qf the UEFA Cup 
Tuesday, and Manchester 
United was blown away 4-0 
by Barcelona in the Cham- 
pions League Wednesday. 

In contrast, Spain's teams 
were 5-for-5 this week, cap- 
ped by Spanish league leader 
Zaragoza’s 2-1 victory Thurs- 
day over Czech team Tatran 
Presov. 


Madrid, Athletic De Bilbao 
and Deportivo De La Coruna 
also won earlier in the week 
arid advanced to the third 
round of the UEFA Cup. 

Results of European Cup 
Winners’ Cup and UEFA 
Cop second round, second leg 
soccer matches Thursday: 
Cup Winners’ Cup 


gate. 

In Zurich: Grassh 


Ziuricfa (Switzerland) 3 
doria (Italy) 2 (1-2). 

Scoters: 

Grasshoppers — Ronald 
Willems (12th), Thomas 
Bicke! (51st), Marcel KoUer 
(55th). 

Sampdoria — Alessandro 
Melfi (17th), Attilio Lombar- 
do (40th) 

Attendance: 12,000 

Sampdoria win 5-3 on 
aggregate 

In Athens: Panathinaikos 
(Greece) 0 Club Bnigg<f (Bel- 
gium) 0. 

Attendance 70,00 

Brugge win 1-0 on aggre- 
gate. 

In Valencia: Real Zaragoza 
(Spain) 2 Tatran Presov (Slo- 
vakia) 1 (1-1). 

Scorers: 

Real Zaragoza — Juan 
Eduardo Esnaider (5th), 
Oscar Celada (56th). 

Tetran Presov — Velo 
Rods (38th) 

Attendance: 9,000 

Rea l Zaragoza win 6-1 on 
"aggregate 

In Bremen: Werder Bre- 
men (Germany) 3 Feyenoord 


ever get a more important 
one. I kept thinking the 


one. I kept thinking the 
sweeper was going to appear 
like a sniper from out of the 
grass, but he never did. I 
looked behind me a couple of 
times, but they never seemed 
to catch up. They were tread- 
ing water.” 

The patchwork lineup of 
Chelsea, which has 14 players 
on the injured list, allowed a 


Argentine Juan Eduardo 
Esnaider and Oscar Luis 
Celada scored for Zaragoza, 
which advanced on a 6-1 
aggregate. Zaragoza hosted 
the game at Valencia bec- 
vause of UEFA sanctions 
against the club for the past 
crowd problems at its home 
field. . 

In addition to Barcelona's 
victory in the Champions 
League, Spanish dubs Real 


In Bndapeset: Ferencvaros 
(Hungary) 2 FC Porto (Por- 
tugal) 0 (half time 1-0). 

Scorers: Gabor Zavadzky 
(27th), Eugen Neagoe (59th) 
attendance: 10,000. 

Porto win 6-2 on aggregate 

In Vienna: Austria Vienna 
(Austria) 1 Chelsea (Eng- 
land) 1 (0-1) 

Scorers: 

Austria Vienna — Anni- 
nas Narbekovas (73rd) 
Chelsea — John Spencer 
(40tb), attendance: 25,000. 

Aggregate 1-1. Chelsea 
win on away goals rule 
In Auxerre: Auxerre 
(France) 2 BeSiktas (Turkey) 
0 ( 1 - 0 ) - 
Scorer: Sabri Lamouchi 
(45th, 49th), attendance: 
20,000. 

Auxerre win 4-2 on aggre- 


Larssson (21st, 34th, 66th 
pen). Ruud Heus (56th pen). 


pen), Ruud Heus (56th pen). 

Attendance: 31, 118 

Feyenoord win 5-3 on 
aggregate 

In London: Arsenal (Eng- 
land) 2 Brondby (Denmark) 
2 ( 1 - 1 ) 


Scorers: 

Arsenal — Ian Wright 


Arsenal — tan wnght 
(25th pen), Ian Selley (46fo). 

Brondby — Bo Hansen 
(2nd, Dan Eggen (69th). 
Attendance: 32.290. 
Arsenal win 4-3 on aggre- 
gate. 

UEFA Cup 


In Dortmund: Bonus si a 
Dortmund (Germany) 3 Slo- 
van Bratislava (Slovakia) 0 
(1-0). 

Scorers: Andy Moeller 
(15tb), Karlheinz Riedle 
(46th, 68th) 

Attendance: 32, 534 
Dortmund win 4-2 on 
aggregate. 


Schumacher takes provisional 


pole for Japanese Grand Prix 


SUZUKA (AFP) — Benet- 
ton Ford's world cham- 

g ipnship leader Michael 
chumacher comfortably 
bisaj Williams Renault chal- 
lenger Damon Hill in Fri- 
day's first battle for pole posi- 
tion at the Japanese Grand 

; -The 25-year-old Schu- 
macher. who could become 
^Germany’s first world cham- 
Ijrion Sunday, set an early 
June of lmin 37.209sec on the 
rSuzuka track. No-one came 
ilose. 

I Schumacher then sat out 
jnost of the rest of the first 
•official practice because of 
ieayy traffic. Hill, who trails 
Zhis rival by only five points in 
The title contest with two 
traces to go, clocked onlv 
:i:3f .696 on the 11th of his 12 
Haps allowed. 

: .'“Really, I expected to be 
^closer.” said the 34-year-old 


son of the late British cham- 
pion Graham Hill, bidding 
hard for his first world title. 
“But tomorrow I want to be 
on pole position and I think 
it's possible.” 

If Schumacher wins the 
race, the Briton must come 
second to keep the title con- 
test alive going into the final 
Grand Pnx of the year in 
Australia November 13. 

Schumacher's Benetton car 
again proved better in 
aerodynamic balance, as it 
has in most races this season, 
against the Williams’ power- 
ful Renault V-10 engine. 

On a sun-basked track. 
Schumacher negotiated the 
high G- force corners without 
flinching on the twisty figure- 
of-eight Suzuka crack over 
5.8 kilometres (3.6 miles). 

“I'm totally satisfied. The 
car has been nearly perfect 
from the first lap,” said Schu- 


Opening Sunday Nov. 6 at 3:00 p.m. 

Rare furniture items. 

Amman, opposite Al Ra’i Newspaper 


Tel.: 688004 


macher who completed only 
seven laps and used only a 
single set of tyres. 

His best lap, on which he 
averaged 217.165 kilometres 
per hour, came on the third 
lap. He made slight chassis 
adjustments before going 
into the second run to find 
the track dogged with rivals 
jostling for position. 

“There is a lot of pressure. 
Now, let’s say, the pressure is 
moving to some one else," 
Schumacher said. 

Fellow-German Heinz- 
Harald Frentzen, a familiar 
face on the Japanese F3000 
circuit, surprised the crowd 
with the third best qualifying 
time of 1:37.742 in a Sauber 
Mercedes. 

Former world champion 
Nigel Mansell, back in a Wil- 
liams for the third time this 
year, was the fourth fastest in 
1:37.768. 

“I had one really fantastic 
lap going, within one tenth of 
a second of Michael’s time 
then I hit traffic,” said Man- 
sell. “But we’re there or 
thereabouts and I think we 
can go better tomorrow.” 

He was six hundredths of a 
second ahead of Schu- 
macher's British teammate 
Johnny Herbert, another for- 
mer Japanese F3000 regular, 
who is on loan from the 
Benetton-crwned Ligier team 
for the final two races. 


LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 
(R) — A startling move by 
the 133-1 longshot Arcangues 
at the close of last year’s 
Breeders' Cup Classic finally 
transformed die race into the 
ideal its originatois dreamed 
of a decade ago. 

Because of Arcangues’ vic- 
tory and the cool climate of 
Kentucky in November, this 
year the $3 million classic, to 
be run Saturday, will be as 
close to a world cham- 
pionship as a horse race is 
likely to be. 


It caps a seven-race. S10 
million card at Churchill 
Downs that has attracted a 
record 27 horses who have 
done most of their running in 
Europe, six more than the 
previous high in the 10 years 
of cup races. 

The classic, run on the dirt 
at 1 Vi miles, has for years 
been a major factor in decid- 
ing the U.S. horse of the 
year, but only Arcangues has 
put a foreign invader in the 
winner’s circle. The race nev- 
er drew more than three 
Europeans. 

This year there are six and 
all are given a chance. 

“You can make a case for 
every horse from France and 
England,” U.S. trainer Nick 
Zito added. “Arcangues 
wasn't even die best Euro- 
pean horse last year.” 

Zito is sending Kentucky 


Derby winner Go For Gin 
into the Classic, but the horse 
has not won since the Derby 
in May and was established at 
20-1 odds by the track hand- 
icap per. Two of the Euro- 
peans in the race — Ezzoud 
and Grand Lodge — are also 
rated at 20-1 but four of the 
invaders were considered 
better chances to win than 
the Kentucky Derby cham- 
pion. 

Flag Down, with two races 
in America already, is given 
the best chance of the Euro- 
peans in the classic. Most 
horses from Europe don’t run 
on dirt and Flag Down was 
no exception until he ran a 
solid third at Belmont in last 
month’s Jockey Club Gold 
Cup. 

The second choice among 
the Traasatiaiitic contingent. 
Dernier Empereur, is sad- 
dled by Andre Fab re, the 
trainer of Arcangues. Mfll- 
kora, another French cam- 
paigner, is the winner of 10 of 
11 starts lifetime and will be 
ridden by Cash Asmussen, a. 
transplanted American now 
based in Europe. 

The sixth European en- 
tered in the classic, Cezanne, 
has been lightly raced, start- 
ing his season in July for 
trainer Michael Stoute. 
Stoute is also saddling 
Ezzoud, whose last outing 
brought a fourth place in the 
Arc de Triumph in Paris. 


GENEVA (R) — Turkish 
giant-killers Trabzonspor, 
surprise victors this week 
over England's Aston Villa, 
drew a testing assignment in 
the third round of foe UEFA 
Cup Friday against Lazio of* 
Rome. 

In foe draw for the last 16 
that features four Italian 
teams, Juventus drew 
Adxnfra Wacker of Austria 
and Parma found themselves 


up against Spain’s Athletic 
Bilbao. 


Rotterdam (Netherlands) 4 

(1-2). 

Scorers: 

Werder Bremen — Vladi- 
mir Beschastnykh (12th, 
60th), Mario Basler (90th). 
Feyenoord — Henryk 


Napoli however, were 

g 'ven tougher opponents in 
intraebt Frankfort of Ger- 
many — winners of foe tro- 
phy 14 years ago and argu- 
ably foe most powerful of the 
eight unseeded teams. 

Trabzonspor won their 
first-ever third-round place in 
foe competition Tuesday, 
edging out Aston Villa on foe 
away goals role. Villa had 
previously dethroned holders 
Intemazionale of Milan. 

The victory made them 
heroes at home with a group 
of MPS proposing tire Tur- 
kish parliament should give 
Trabzonspor 30 billion lira 
($830,000) for their perform- 
ance so far. 

They now face a Lazio 
team who have made an im- 
pressive start in die Italian 
first division campaign, with 
five wins in their firtt eight 
games putting them second 
behind Parma. 

Parma were drawn Friday 
against Bilbao, who also won 
through on foe away goals 
rule after a 1-0 second-leg 
win at borne to Newcastle left 
the aggregate score tied. 

“After knocking out foe 
English league leaders we are 
hoping to do foe same to foe 
Italians to make a dent 
among the greats of Euro- 
pean soccer,” said Bilbao 
vice-president Domingo Guz- 
man. 

Among foe other third- 
round ties, Spanish cham- 
pionship contenders Deporti- 
vo La Coruna were drawn 
against Germany’s Borussia 
Dortmund. Another German 
team, 1988 winners Bayer 
Leverkusen, drew Katowice 


of Poland. 

French league leaders 
Nantes will face Sion — foe 
small Swiss side which 
dumped Marseille out foe 
competition. 

And the part-timers from 
Odense, the Danish town 
that is foe birthplace of Hans 
Chris ten Andersen, saw their 
fair ytale run threatened. Af- 
ter knocking Kaiserslautern 
out of the competition 
Wednesday, the Danes now 
face Real Madrid. 


foT quarter-final qualifica- 
tion. _ . 

In Paris, Brazilian star Rai 
conjured up a magical per- 
formance to see unbeaten 
Paris Saint Germain through 
to foe quarter-finals of the 
European Champions 
League. 

The midfielder, set to be 
ditched after a disastrous de- 
but season and luke-wann 
World Cup, was at foe bean 
of the action as the depleted 
French side saw off Dynamo 


UEFA CUP 


The ties will be settled over 
two legs on November 22 and 
December 6. 

In Barcelona, Wednesday, 
World Cup stars Romano 
and Hristo Stoichkov linked 
up superbly as Barcelona 
thrashed Manchester United 
4-0 in foe European Cham- 
pions League. 

Two goals from Bulgaria’s 
Stoichkov and another from 
foe brilli an Brazilian put foe 
Catalonians firmly on course 


Kiev 1-0. 

Their fourth win out of 
four gave them eight points 
and guaranteed them a place 
in foe next round of foe elite 
competition. 

Paris Saint Germain began 
without international stars 
David Ginola (groin injury), 
Ricardo (hamstring) and Val- 
do (suspended), but they 
totally dominated their oppo- 
nents, who they bad earlier 
beaten in foe Ukraine. 


STANDINGS 


Group A 


IFK Gothenburg 
Barcelona 


Manchester United 1 


GafaOasaray 


GF GA Pts 

6 5 6 

9 5 5 

6 8 4 

1 4 1 


Group B 
Paris St Ger ma in 
Bayern Munich 
Spartak Moscow 
Dynamo Her 


■ Group C ’ 

Benfick 2 

Hqjduk Spffi 2 

Steaua Bucharest 0 
Anderiecht 0 


Group D 


Ajax 2 

AC MDan 2 

Casino Salzburg 0 
ARK Athens 0 


NB: AC Milan deducted two 
points 


Top NBA players 


sitting out season opener 


English, French horses 
bid for richest U.S. race 


NEW YORK (AP) — Glenn 
Robinson is finally on board 
‘with foe Bucks. 

But he won’t be on the 
court Friday night when foe 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion Season opens. Neither 
will a host of other notables, 
including Chris Mullin, Chris 
Webber, Dennis Rodman, 
Alonzo Mourning, Roy Tar- 
pley and Brad Daugherty. 


On foe eve of foe season 
opener, Robinson agreed to a 
10-year contract believed to 
be worth between $68 million 
and $70.5 million, all guaran- 
teed. 


Mullin, a five-time AO-Star 
for Golden State who has 
missed large parts of foe last' 
two seasons with injuries, is 
sidelined once again, this 
time with a fractured left 
kneecap. He is to miss six to 


eight weeks. 

Webber, last season’s 
rookie of foe year, hasn’t 
re-signed with Golden State 
after becoming a restricted 
free agent one year after sign- 
ing a 15-year, $74.4 million 
deal. 

Rodman , who led the 
league in rebounding last 
year, has been suspended for 
three games by San Antonio 
for refusing to play by team 
rules. And Mourning, 
Daugherty and Tarplcy are 
all hurt. 

The Charlotte Hornets 
now say Johnson is expected 
to play in their opener at 
Chicago. But Mourning, 
hampered by a sore big toe, 
won’t play Friday or in Satur- 
day’s home opener against 
the Cavaliers, Charlotte 
Coach Allan Bristow said. 

Another ailing player is 


Shawn Bradley. Phi- 
ladelphia’s (2.29-metre) Cen- 
tre plans on playing at home 
Friday against the Bucks for 
foe first time since spraining 
his left knee last month. 

“I want to play.” said 
Bradley, who missed foe last 
32 games last year after hurt- 
ing the same knee. “I haven’t 
played in a long time. I want 
to go.” 

Roman was ejected from 
an exhibition game last week 
after throwing ice in the 
direction of coach Bob Hill 
and an official. That plus 
other transgressions promp- 
ted new general manager 
Gregg Popovich to get tough. 

The Spurs want to start 
their season distraction free, 
even if it means doing with- 
out Rodman, who last year 
averaged 17.3 rebounds a 
game. 


Tyson to be top WBC 
contender on release from jail 

PC\7TT T T* /1>V 


SEVILLE (R) — Former 
heavyweight champion Mike 
Tyson will be number one 
contender for foe WotW Box- 
ing Council (WBC) crown on 
his release from jail early 
next year, foe WBC said on 
Thursday. 

A statement issued at a 
council meeting in Seville 
said an “overwhelming 
majority" of foe WBC board 
of governors had voted to 
reinstate Tyson as number 
one challenger. 

Tyson, who was waiting for 
a title chance when jailed for 


rape in 1992, is due out of 
prison in Indiana next spring, 
but promoter Don King has 
said publicly be hopes the 
former champion will be 

freed before Christmas. 

Tyson, seen as virtually in- 
vincible until dethroned by 
James • “Buster” Douglas in 
1990, would be expected to 

f o through one warm-up 
ght before a new title chal- 
lenge, WBC President Jose 
Suiaiman told reporters. 


Britain’s Lennox Lewis for an 
immediate rematch with 
Oliver McCall of the United 
States, who stopped him to 
take foe heavyweight title in 
a controversial decision in 


September. 
Lewis cia 


Meanwhile, the WBC 
turned down a request from 


Lewis claimed the referee 
was premature in stopping 
foe contest after he was 
floored in round two. 

But the council agreed that 

Lewis should fight foe highest 
available contender before 
next March in a final elimina- 
tor^fbr a fresh shot at the 


FOR RENT 
IN ABDOUN 


WANTED 


FOR RENT 


Furnished apartment - two bedrooms, garden, 
tdephone. 

Interested please call 815941 Saturday and 
Monday 5, 7 November 1994. 


Filipina housemaid seeking part-time work from 
8:00-1:00 p.m. - six days per week. 

Please telephone current employer 
between 2:00-6:00 p.m. only, on 603942 


Three-bedroom first floor fully furnished flat in 
Fourth Circle with full kitchen utensils and 
telephone and television. 

Call 612721 to enquire. 


1st Floor Apartment in a Villa 
f“ r Rent (Furnishe ‘* or Unfurnished) 

Arc 190 n»«,. 

near Muhtaseb Centre. Orthodox Club Street, 

Telephone 819369, 640179 



DUTY UNPAID 
FOR SALE BY TENDER 


DUTY UNPAID 
FOR SALE BY TENDER 


1 991 Rover 21 6 GSI saloon car, white, A/C, 
radio cassette, full service history. Front, 
rear electric windows, sunroof. 
103,000kms. Excellent condition. 

Offers by sealed bid welcome by Novem- 
ber 10, 1994. 


For appointment contact: 
823100 - Ext. 212 


1990 LWB Landrover 110 Defender V-8 
A/U, full service history if required, 141,000 
kms, reasonable condition. Ideal for cam- 
pers. 

Offers by sealed bid welcome by Novem- 
ber 10, 1994. 

For appointment contact: 
823100 - Ext. 212 * 


STUDY gpucanoMAL fair 
IN THE Applying 

I IMITCH Financial Aid Stu *es, 


34 T1 o y, meet with 

STATES R^nt^ves 

November 6 , 1994 ^'^^ 4 -GOiuii= 

9 : 002 Lm.- 6 : 30 p. m . 


9 J 0 ajn.- 6 : 30 p.m. 
7 m American Center 
U.S. Embassy/Amman 
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European Basketball Championship 


Joventut Badalona lose again 


BADALONA (R) — De- 
fending champions Joven- 
tut Badalona slumped to a 
shock home defeat at the 
hands of Istanbul side Efes 
Piisen. going down 84-70, j n 
the men’s European Club’s 
Basketball Championship 
Thursday. 

The' result puts Joventut, 
who last week lost to arch- 
rivals Barcelona, bottom of 
Group B. 

Joventut 's ' problems be- 
gan when they lost captain 
and piaymakcV Jordi Villa- 
camps through injury after 
just 10 minutes. The Turks 
took control and went into 
the break with a 37-27 lead. 

Joventut tried to fight 
back at the opening of the 
second period but missed a 
number of crucial rebounds 
and fell further behind. 
Their miserable night was 
crowned by news that Vi 11a- 
campa. who twisted liga- 
ments in his right knee, will 
be out of action for at least 
four weeks. 

In Athens. Panathinaikos 
beat Maccabi Tel Aviv 63- 
62 in their Group A match. 

It was a second straight 
defeat for Maccabi at the 
hands of a Greek club after 
losing last week in Israel to 
Paok Salonika. 


Leading scorers: 

Real Madrid — Arvidas 
Sabonis 22, Antonio Martin 
19. Joe Arlauckas 13. 

Scavolini — Walter Mag- 
nifico 22, Corey Gaines 10, 
Sandro Dcll’angello 9. 

In Lisbon: Benfica (Por- 
tugal) Ijubljana (Slovenia) 
84 (43-47). 

Leading scorers: 

Benfica — Carlos Lisboa 
26, Jean Jacques 18, James 
Harvilla IS. 

Ijubljana — Jaka Danou 
24, Dusan Hauptman 22, 
Marko Milic 9. 


Leverkusen (Germany) 77 
Barcelona (Spain) 87 (43- 
47). 


Leading scorers: 
Leverkusen — Harnisch 
21. Garrick 20, Shamsid- 
deen 15. 

Barcelona — Martinez 
24, Middleton 14, Montero 
14. 


Group B 

In Leverkusen: Bayer 


In Badalona: Joventut 
Badalona (Spain) 70 Efes 
Piisen Istanbul (Turkey) 84 
(27-37). 

Leading scorers: 

Joventut — Rafael Jofre- 
sa 17, Tomas Joftesa 13. 

Efes Piisen — Barica 22, 
Cross 16, Corchiani IS, 
Oyguc 15. 


Group Standings 

Group A 


W L Pts 


CSKA Moscow (Russia) 

Real Madrid (Spain) 

Paok Salonika (Greece) 
Pesaro (Italy) 

Panathinaikos (Greece) 
Olimpija Ljubljana (Slovenia) 
Benfica (Portugal) 

Maccabi Tel Aviv (Israel) 


Results of men’s European 
Champion Clubs* Cup semi- 
final series basketball 
match es Thursday: 


Group B 


Group A 


In Madrid: Real Madrid 
(Spain) SS Scavolini Pesaro 
(Italy) 75 (halftime 41-44) 


Olympiakos (Greece) 
Barcelona (Spain) 

Istanbul (Turkey) 

Bologna (Italy) 

Cibona (Zagreb (Croatia) 
Limoges (France) 

Bayer Leverkusen (Germany) 
Joventut Badalona (Spain) 


2 0 
2 0 
1 1 


1 1 
0 2 


Ahli score big win, 
Jazireh defeat Watani 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A1 Ahli crushed Ho- In another match A! Jazireh scored a 
meatmen 135-26 Thursday in the opening 91*68 win over AJ Watani, while AJ Orthodox! 
match of the Kingdom's 1st Division and A1 Hussein match was postponed. 
Basketball Championship. 


PHILADELPHIA (Agen- 
cies) — Jennifer Capriati, 
who has not played a WTA 
event in 14 months due to 
personal problems. wtfPYe- 
ttun next week at a $750,000 
tournament, organisers said 
Thursday. 

Eighteen-year-old Capriati 
has struggled with personal 
and legal problems since 
dropping off the circuit after 
losing in the first round of the 
1993 U.S. Open, including a 
substance abuse treatment 
programme after arrested Iasi 


Mav for possession of drugs. 

The 1992 Olympic cham-. 
pion will accept a wild card 
invitation to play. 

Capriati, who joined the 
WTA Tour at age 13. was 


burned out and depressed 
when she departed. Her 


struggles prompted the cir- 
cuit to impose an age mini- 
mum of 16 years old starting 
next year. 

"I was always expected to 
be at the top and if I didn't 
win, to me that meant I was a 
loser.” Capriati said. “I felt 


my parents and everybody 
else thought tennis was the 
way to make it life. I thought 
no one wanted to know the 
person who was behind my 
tennis life.** 

Eleven months ago she was 
arrested for shoplifting for 
what she said was accidental- 
ly taking a ring from a store. 
Last May. after moving into 
an apartment. Capriati was 
arrested at a motel with drugs 
and underwent a rehabilita- 
tion programme. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Coetzer cruises _ into 
quarters 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

CM) ■ it'. v*o-* •>. 


NO CHEAP RUFF 


Fm Wn: vulr.mhlr South 

rink 

NORTH 

♦ a s a 

K 10 8 2 
Q 7 

♦ KQJI0 

WEST HAST 

♦ KQ 10 6 4 2t J 

783 AQJ94 

8 8 4 Void 

♦ 7 4 A 8 8 6 4 3 2 

SOUTH 

♦ A 9 7 
■ 8 

■ A K J tO 6 3 3 2 

♦ S 

TV Inddingr 

South Wwi North Ea»i 

8 Pam Pam Dbl 

P*« Paw P*!« 

Opening W«l Seven »•! * 

Don't atk u* him «(■ w.rnLi lud 
Em's hand iur IV Ninth hand. liw 
th«t matter i • ihrtr'n mi nshi *iv 
tn handle !n*ak dn.inhiiti.mA 
Form! tn oft. our first .-h.’ser w.dd 
tvaik dubs— dnuaSr.’u- a* the canli* 

hr. Howtnvr. dmMp hk-siM V •>:» 

Urt pick We. im> H.und pr.-habl> 
p**» the ilnuhie with Wert's cani* 
hKaUW.it tV ruTTinf; value in cUita. 

Aa opening Wri ot the kin* nl 
vpadc* wviuU have v It led thr .hi: ■ 
tvmt at trii-li nne -in declattr's fa- 
wnr' Cut nil' fmns rm-h other, Ea»: 


«iuiid he endfdayed when declarer 
wins the a»T nf spades, draws 
trumps and e xita with a dub. Since 
Weal passed the double because of 
the looming ruff, the dub opening 
lead left the issue in doubt. East 
captured the king with the ace and 
returned a dub- first cashing the 
see .if heart* would have been a 
distinct improvement. On the sec- 
■mdtnck South jettnoud the being 
heart. 

Had West ruffed declarer would 
have made the rest of the tricks with 
ease After winning whatever Weal 
returned, declarer would draw 
(rumps ut two rounds, ending in 
duntinv and take two spade discards 
.m the dubs. West temporarily, 
thwarted this plan by disca r d in g a 
spade 


/4UwU 

w m x 


Now d declarer alzempu to draw 
trun»;i>. West will ruff the dub and 
evil with the king of spades and the 
defenders wd! eventually (£* * spade 
lack lor down one. However, declar- 
er found an ingenious counter. 

Obviously. West had at least one 
diamond, yet had chosen not to niff. 
Thrrefnre. it was in declarer's best 
interest to force West to trump. So 
declarer simply won the ehib in 
dummy and continued the suit, ms* 
carding a rpade from hand! The de- 
fense waa helpless- 


mtiuwMfM&n 

4W0L— 





APARTMENT FOR RENT 

An apartment for rent located in good place in Ha' Al 
Aii, with an area of 139m 1 ’ Consists of 3 bedrooms 
(one of them is master room), two bathrooms, big 
salon, sitting room, dining room, veranda. The 
kitchen is furnished with complete electrical ap- 
pliances 

For more informations call the owner 
Mr. Hems! at Tel. No. 676376 




Agassi set for ATP World Championship 


Capriati will return next week 


In Quebec City, top seed 
Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa took nine of the final 
ten games for a convincing 
6-3 6-1 victory over Mercedes 
Paz of Argentina in second- 
round play at the S150.000 
Bell Challenge tournament 


! PARIS (AFP) — Andre 
I Agassi became the fifth play- 
er to qualify for next month's 
‘ ATP World Championship 
j finals in Frankfurt when he 
beat compatriot Todd Martin 
to reach the quarter-finals of 
the Paris Indoor Open late 
Thursday. 

The eighth-seeded scored a 

6- 2, 7-5 win over compatriot 
Todd Martin to reach a 
quarter-final showdown at 
the S2.25 million event 
against world number-one 
Pete Sampras. 

And his relief and elation 
at reaching the world cham- 
pionship for the first time 
since 1991 were clear after a 
competent lhr 21 min victory. 

“It’s a big relief to have 
qualified for Frankfurt and it 
means I can relax and really 
go for my shots.. When I'm 
confident there's no better 
player for me to face than the 
number-one player in the 
world. I’m really looking for- 
ward to it. 

The other players already 
through to the elite eight- 
man finals are Sampras, 
Goran Ivanisevic, Sergi Bru- 
guera and Boris Becker, and 
all four showed their paces by 
winning straight-set victories 
inside the grass-walled Bercy 
Stadium complex. 

Boris Becker’s awesome 
power rocked plucky ■ Guy 
Forget back on his heels and 
sent France’s last survivor 
crashing out of the tourna- 
ment. 

The new world number 
three, seeded sixth and bid- 
ding for his fourth victory in 
the event notched up a 7-5, 

7- 6 (7 3) victory and now 
plays Swiss number one Marc 
Rosset for a place in Satur- 
day’s semi-finals. 

Becker, who celebrates his 
27th birthday later this month 
and who is fresh from trium- 
phing at last weekend's 
Stockholm Open, left nobody 
in any doubt of his title pre- 
tensions. 

His first seven serves. were 
all aces, and by the end of the 
one and a half hour match his 
tally had risen to 22. 

Forget, 29. who staged a 
brave comeback to top-flight 
tennis this summer after a 
year-long absence after a 
knee operation, tried desper- 
ately to stem the tide and 
fougih all the way. 

But Becker’s weight of 
shot made the difference and 
he always had the 46th- 


ranfced French left-hander 
under pressure. 

Forget, whose ranking 
dropped out of the top 1,000 
during his lay-off and who 
was the world number-four 
.back in 1991, played a sloppy 
sendee game to drop the 36- 
minute first set. And 
although he saved three 
matches from 0-40 to hold 
serve and set up the second- 
set tie-break, the 1986. 1989 
and 1992 champion served 
out for the match. 

It was Becker’s ninth 
career win over Forget in 
eleven matches. 


Sampras beat dangerous 
sixteenth-seeded Dutch 


opponent Richard Krajicek 
6-4, 7-6 (7 3) and defending 
champion Ivanisevic des- 
troyed Swedish Davis Cup 
player Magnus Larsson by an 
identical scoreline after firing 
down 25 aces. 

Krajicek produced the 
tournament 's biggest serve, a 
213kms per hour effort in the 
second set, but the American 
always had the edge in the 
few ralllies which puncuated 
a match of serve-and- 
volleyers. 

Like Forget, the other 
French players who had 
reached the last sixteen — 
Lionel Roux and Cedric 
Pi o line — bowed out. 

There was no fairy-tale en- 
ding for French wild-card en- 
try Roux wbo put out second 
seed Michael Stich in straight 
sets in the second round. 

Facing ■ Switzerland’s 
power-server Marc Rosset, 
the 21 -year-old Frenchman 
was forced to retire after 35 
minutes because of a wrist 
injury. He was trailing 1-6, 
0-3. 

“The wrist was giving me 
trouble in the final stages of 
the match against Stich,” he 
said. 

“I could hardly hold the 
racket out there today, and 
you can’t survive like that 
against somebody who serves 
as well ‘and hits as hard as 
Rosset.” 

Pioline’s hopes of salvaging 
a disastrous season with a 
good run in the event fell 
apart when he was beaten in 
straight-sets 6-4, 7-5 by 
seventh-seed Michael Chang. 

The French player, who 
has slumped from ninth to 
43rd in the world rankings 
this year, saved five match 
points — but his effort came 
too' late. 



RENT A CAR 



LATEST MODELS 
AIR- CONDITIONED CARS 



AL-DANA 

The Name You Trust 


Swaifiyah - Tel. 863091 Fax : 863092 


WANTED: 

FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS 


An International Commercial Basking Organization is 
seeking to employ young Jordanians in Jordan (with 
possible relocation in one to three years), for positions 
as JUNIOR EXECUTIVE STAFF. 


The applicant should have: 

- A university degree (Business , Economics,# 
Accounting courses preferable but not necessary). 

- Graduation date between 1989 to 1994. 

- A strong academic performance is a must. 

- Fluency in English, with good writing ability. 


Applications along with a current Curriculum 
Vitae, <5: a passport size photo should be mailed by 
November 15th, 1994, to the following address: 


Cotw Opportunity 

P.a Box 5035 
Annum 22183. Jordan 
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set from him in the previous 
encounters. 

What they’s been saying, at 
this week’s S2.25 million 
Paris Indoor Open:. - 

“My physique is strohger. 
My leg? are stronger. I, can 
jump higher on the serve. Jvly 
back is stronger. I can, ’hit 
harder." — Boris Be%k&r, 
asked the secret after. ’ his 
recent run of successes which 
have propelled him back. 'to 
number three in the rankings. 
“Next year I’ll be playing 
more on clay. The French- is 
one of the top items on" the 
list. It is the one ev?n'r I 
haven’t won. I think I’m get- 
ting better on the surface.” 
— World number one.PSte 
Sampras. ' 

“I am going to get some 




I am going to get sgme 
tapes of Steffi Graf andT-am 
going to try to play like trpoo 


the public will be really '.ex- 
cited for an hour ana . ten 


Andre Agassi 

Chang, who still hopes jto 
take one of the three remain- 
ing places at Frankfort, now 
faces Ivanisevic who has gone 
on record as referring to the 
Chinese American as a “mos- 
quito.” 

“He is always running 
everywhere. You have to wiij 
each point three times whep 
you play him,” grumbled the 
Croatian. 

Petr Korda produced the 
day’s biggest upset and sowed 
the first seeds of doubt jn the 
mind of Russia’s Davis Cup 
hero Yevgency Kafelnikov by 
toppling the twelfth seed 6-4, 
6-2 — a defeat which all bat 
ended the Russian player’s 
hopes of qualifying for 
Frankfurt. 

Kafelnikov, who has 
charged spectacularly up the 
rankings from outside the top 
100 at the start of the season 
to just outside the top ten. 
and who has been the inspira- 
tion behind Russia’s arrival in 
their first-ever Davis Cup fin- 
al, was dearly shaken by the 
loss. 

His temper flared several 
times in the hour-long en- 


counter and be was lucky to 
escape a warning after throw- 
ing his racket and slamming a 
ball out of court in frustra- 
tion. 

After his first-round vic- 
tory against Switzerland's ex- 
perienced Jakob Hlasek, 
Kafelnikov said he liked the 
court conditions and ex- 
pected to do “really well.” 

The Czech left-hander, 
who only rejoined the tour 
one month ago after a long 
absence because of hip and 


minutes watching a three set 
match. If that's what ;they 
want, that’s what they gbf.” 
— Former world numberdne 
Him Courier askedhofr .‘he 
would adapt to the ITFshew 
20-seconds limit between 
points. ‘ ,f Z. 

“The new rules state Jhat 
we have to play when [here 


are people yelling. Jim knqws 
that. If it had happened 4o 


groin injuries sustained at the 
French Open, now plays Ser- 


French Open, now plays Ser- 
gi Bruguera. 

Bmguera found he could 
show no icotqrfaceflcy when he 
faced Australian Mark 
Woodforde in the day’s open- 
ing match. 

Woodforde, better known 
as a doubles specialist, had 
put former world number one 
Jim Courier out 24 hours 
earlier and he got off to a 
superb start by forging 3-0 
clear. 

Brngnera, however, reco- 
vered his poise and scored a 
6-4, 6-4 win against an oppo- 
nent who had never taken a 


him he would have walked 
off and left me standing 
there.” — Australian Mark 
Woodforde after winning a 
set wben Courier offered 
stroke because of crojyd 
noise. % 

“I personally think it’s, too 
young. But I wish her .well - 
Hopefully she has all the guts 
and luck and the gpod 
parenthood and everything 
...but it is going to be a long, 
tough road.” — Becker, on 
the professional debut of- 14- 
year-old American Vpn.us 
Williams on the women’s 
tour. : 

“I think it's great, for 
France. 1 think it would .6e a 
similar equivalence if I we 
named John McEnroe as our 


captain.” — Andre Agassi on 
the appointment of Yannick 
Noah as France's Davis -Ciip 
captain. 



Cinema TcL: 634144 Cinema Tel.: 699238 Gnema 

PHILADELPHIA PLAZA 


Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 




TV 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashtni Theatre 


Nabil & Hisham's 

AH 


Tel.: 625155: 


Leslie Nielsen & Priscilla Presley 
in 


Naked Gun 33 1/3 
The Final Insult 


Lorenzo Lanas — in 

SWORDS MAN 


Show 12:30. 3:30. 5:00. 630. 830. 1030 


CONCORD “1” 

Disco — Disco 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3-30. 6:00. S:15. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 


Presents 

“Water is a Gift erf Life” 


Shows: 3:15. 5:15 


A family and children play pro- 
duced anc directed by: 

Akram Abu! Ragheb 

Daily at 10 a.m. 

For reservations call tel.: 
618274 - 618275 


Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad in social com- 
edy 

“PUNCTURED 

BAG” 


Theater ciOb* 
Sunoay ana Mcnaay 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

Al SaUun Ya Saiant 
Dally at 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday la the 
theatre’s holiday. 
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U.N. force to 
leave Somalia 
by March 31 


. .UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
. des) — The United Nations 
.--will withdraw all its 
■peacekeeping troops from 
Somalia by March 31, the 
.-■Security Council decided Fri- 
:-day. 

.^'.The council passed a re- 
. solution saying that the U.N. 
v operation mandate for Soma- 
'Ua would be extended to that 
; #i date, but not beyond it, and 
: -tbat; its primary purpose 
.would be “to facilitate poh‘- 
* .tical reconciliation.” 

I..." The resolution says that 
j. -every effort will be made to 
.-..withdraw the 15,000 U.N. 
-..peacekeeping troops by 
March 31 “in a secure and 
..-orderly manner." 

-.-This is by no means 
" assured since Somali war- 
.. lords who have repeatedly 
. -thwarted efforts to establish a 
transitional government may 
■ try to loot the departing U.N. 
: force. 

About 15,000 U.N. troops remain 
;otU of a force which at one 
."point grew to more than 
: 29,Q0O, sent to rescue Soma- 
.lis from famine and chaos in 
. vvhich hundreds of thousands 
. died and more than a million 
fled, to neighbouring coun- 
tries after the downfall of 
-^President Siad Bane in 1991. 

1 The Security Council, in a 
> unanimous resolution, re- 
-.newed their mandate “for a 
. final period" until the end of 
; -next March. 

Secretary-General Boutros 
1 Ghali said in a recent report 
. the .U.N. Operation in Soma- 
lia (UNOSOM II) would 

- need .naval and air reinforce- 
. ments in case it had to with- 
draw ‘in face of hostile ac- 
tion by Somali factions and/ 
or widespread banditry." 

The council resolution says 
/absence of progress in recon- 

- idling the rival factions “bas 
1 fundamentally undermined 

the .United Nations objec- 
tives - in Somalia" so that 
“Continuation of UNOSOM 
..H beyond March 1995 cannot 
be justified." 


In Mogadishu, factions 
allied with warlord General 
Mohammad Farah Aioeed 
promised on Friday to 
cooperate 1 , to allow an order- 
ly withdrawal of U.N. forces 

“X>m Somalia. 

But they hit out at UN- 
OSOM for boycotting a dis- 
puted conference held by 
them and condemned U.N. 
special envoy Victor Gbeho 
for saying it was a recipe for 
new conflict. 

' The statement by Gen. 
Aideed, who escaped capture 
by U.N. forces bunting him 
last year, and his allies came 
shortly before the Security 
Council voted for the U.N. 
force pull-out by March 31. 

Gen. Aideed's Somali 
National Alliance (SNA) and 
allied factions attending what 
they bill as a national recon- 
ciliation conference this week 
said they were intent on 
advancing the peace process. 

"We assure the interna- 
tional community and the 
Security Council in particular 
of our full cooperation to 
actualise an orderly and a 
progressive phasing out of 
the military component of 
UNOSOM in advance of 31 
March 1995,” the statement 
said. 

“We are ready to create 
the security conditions that 
will facilitate this withdrawal. 

“We appeal to the Security 
Council to scrutinise the role 
of the leadership of UN- 
OSOM and reevaluate its 
actual intentions and activi- 
ties in funher peace and re- 
conciliation," it said. 

U.N. envoy Gbbeho warned 
on Wednesday that a decision 
by factions loyal to Gen. 
Aideed to organise the “un- 
ilateral” peace conference 
which excluded rival groups 
was likely to lead to fresh 
bloodshed. 

Mr. Gbeho said the 
“national reconciliation con- 
ference” convened by Gen.. 

(Continued on page 7) 



FLOODS IN GAZA: A Palestinian directs traffic in a 
flooded street in Gaza City in autonomous Gaza Strip on 
Thursday. A freak storm, hitting the near east and causing 


extensive damage, affected several countries in the region, 
including, Egypt, Israel and Jordan (see page 1) (AFP 
photo) 


Rabbani forces foil 
opposition assault 


KABUL (AP) — Opposition 
forces launched a ground 
attack backed by heavy shell- 
ing at dawn Friday, but suf- 
fered heavy losses and were 
repulsed by government 
troops in the southwest of the 
capita], officials said. 

The fierce battle lasted 
throughout the morning and 
into the afternoon as rockets 
and mortars crashed into the 
city at the rate of two or three 
a minute. _ 

President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani ’s troops and the 
main opposition group, led 
by renegade Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, have 
been battling for control of 
the southwest of Kabul for 
the past seven weeks, with 
little change in the positions. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s men in- 
filtrated the area overnight 
and began their attack at 


Mother said to switch ‘carjacking 9 
tale to confessing to killing 2 sons 


UNION, South Carolina 
(AP) — She spun a heart- 
breaking tale of being 
dumped on a lonely road by a 
carjacker who abducted her 
two young sons. On Friday, 
she was jeered by spectators 
and covered her face as she 
arrived at the courthouse to 
face in order charges. 

Susan Smith, who faces 
two counts of murder, was 
supposed to have a bond 
hearing Friday. But ber 
lawyer, David Brack, waived 
that and she did not appear in 
the courtroom during the 
two-minute session. Circuit 
Jutfg£ Larry Patterson 
ordered that she remain In 
custody without bond. 

■Mr. Brack is a death- 
penalty expert. Solicitor Tho- 
mas Pope, the local prosecu- 
tor, had said he would con- 
sider seeking the death penal- 
ty, against Mrs. Smith. 

Mrs-. Smith, whose tearful 
pleas for her sons' return 
inspired a nationwide vigil, 
confessed to killing three- 
year^tld Michael and 14- 
mon$-old Alex, according to 
aii ^arrest warrant. And the 
ninety search by author- 
ities and hundreds of volun- 
teejs ended where their 
nbth’er's story began: At 
1 oJul.D. Long Lake. 

Mr. Brack would not dis- 
msi- !* possible defence 
trategy or other aspects of 
he 'Case. Ail be would say 
iboht.Mrs, Smith was that 
‘she <is heartbroken." 

-Mrs: Smith, who is white, 
[escribed the carjacker as an 
jrned. black man wearing a 
mircap. 

police circulated a compo- 
[te.> -sketch based on Mrs. 
.m'rth’s description of the 
Ufegpd kidnapper, and peo- 
le eAlled in tips from around 
■^ country. People in Union 
foged^prayer vigils, hung yel- 
vto ribbons and posted pic- 
ires" of the children. 
Emotions were high Friday 
,-J-Mrs. Smith was driven 
rim ‘the York county deten- 
on 'centre in Rock Hill, 
hefe she was held over- 
igbt, to the courthouse in 
'nion, in northwestern 
such Carolina. 

Fifteen to 20 people watefa- 
I as Mrs. Smith, covering 
;r face with her manacled 
tnds. took a few steps from 
rd 'jail to an unmarked 
dice car waiting to take her 
r Union, about 65 
lometres away. 

“I hope you get what you 
serve" one of the speoa- 
rs shouted. “You deserve 
latever you get/’ another 
id. Mrs. Smith said no- 


thing. 

The scene was repeated 
when she arrived at die Un- 
ion courthouse. “Hold your 
head up you're a baby 
-murderer," shouted Gloria 
Smith, one of those in the 
pack. 

Because of local officials’ 
concerns for her safety, 
South Carolina Governor 
Carroll Campbell said he had 
signed an order transferring 
Mis. Smith to state custody at 
the women’s correctional 
centre north of Columbia. 

Mrs. Smith’s burgundy 
1990 Mazda was pulled out of 
the lake Thursday night, the 
bodies of two children in the 
back seat. 

Union County Sheriff Ho- 
ward Wells would not take 
questions at a news confer- 
ence and did not discuss a 
possible motive. He said the 
identity of the bodies would 
have to be confirmed through 
an autopsy. 

The autopsy also was ex- 
pected to determine whether 
the boys died in the lake or 
were killed beforehand. It 
was completed at 4 a.m. Fri- 
day at the medical university 
of South Carolina in Charles- 
ton, according to school 
spokesman Jeff Watkins. He 
would not comment on the 
results. 

The Cable News Network, 
citing an unidentified source, 
said Mrs. Smith became a 
strong suspect when investi- 
gators fond a letter from a 
boyfriend telling her he 
warned to be with her but he 
“did not want any kids 
around." The boyfriend was 
not identified. 

Mrs. Smith was extremely 
upset that she had broken up 
with the boyfriend about a 
week earlier, and part of the 
problem was that he was not 
fond of children, the (Col- 
umbia) State Newspaper 
said. 

Residents of this mill town 
who searched and prayed for 
the children reacted with an- 
ger and bitterness. Dozens of 
people outside the county 
courthouse gasped and sob- 
bed when the charges were 
announced on Thursday. 

Gilliam Edward, who is 
black, said Mrs. Smith’s use 
of a black man as a scapegoat 
exemplified the racial prob- 
lems still existing in union 
and in the south. 

“Everyone was so wiling 
to believe that a black man 
had stolen this white lady's 
kids," said Edward. “The 
problem is that America still 
portrays black men as thugs 
and criminals and evexyone is 


still so willing to believe it.” 

President Clinton was 
asked to comment about the 
case and praised the people 
of the community who orga- 
nised the search and in other 
ways showed their concern 
about the children. 

“It is very important that 
they not feel in any way that 
their efforts are diminished,” 
he said. 

Mis. Smith’s confession led 
investigators to her car 
Thursday afternoon. It had 
been driven off a boat ramp. 
Divers had searched the lake 
several times, but the water 
was too murky to see the car, 
authorities said. 

Authorities said they had 
not completed their inves- 
tigation but were not inclined 
to think that Mrs. Smith’s 
estranged husband. David, or 
others would be implicated. 

Mr. Smith’s mother, Bar- 
bara Benson of Garden City, 
said her son is devastated. 
“He's locked in a room and 
he won't even talk to his 
father," she said. She said 
she had no idea what could 
be behind the deaths. 

The unravelling of Mrs. 
Smith's story is similar to the 
1989 Charles Stuart murder 
case in Boston. Stuart, a 
white man. told police a 
black man shot his pregnant 
wife to death. Stuart later 
jumped to his death from a 
bridge as investigators zeroed 
in on him as the killer. 

Mrs. Smith, 23, told au- 
thorities an armed black man 
jumped into her car at a 
stoplight in a sparsely popu- 
lated area at the edge of town 
near the lake. She said he 
ordered her to drive several 
kilometres, then forced her 
out and took off with her two 
sons still strapped in their 
safety seats. 

“Our lives have been tom 
apart by this tragic event,” 
Mrs. Smith said earlier this 
week, her husband by her 
side. “I can’t express how 
much they are wanted back 
home.” 

As late as Tuesday, Mr. 
Wells said he was treating the 
case “as a carjacking that 
happened as it was re- 
ported," although investiga- 
tors were perplexed about 
how the car and the boys 
could have disappeared so 
completely. 

On Wednesday, police 
searched Mrs. Smith's home 
and took several bags. 

The Smiths filed for di- 
vorce in September. Mrs. 
Smith was granted custody of 
the two children and her hus- 
band had visitation rights. 


dawn, according to Dr. 
Abdullah, a spokesman for 
the government army. 

“We knew about their 
movements in the night, the 
attack was stopped and they 
were pushed back,” said Dr. 
Abdullah, who like many 
Afghans is known by only 
one name. “There are a lot of 
dead bodies from their side." 

No precise casualty figures 
were available. 

Mr. Hekmatyar and his 
allies are entrenched on 
Kabul's outskirts but they 
have been unable ro push 
their way into the city despite 
heavy fighting throughout the 
year. 

The two sides are sepa- 
rated by only a few hundred' 
metres on the front line in the 
southwest Almost all the 
civilians have fled the area 
and most of the bouses and 
buildings have been reduced 
to rabble. 

While ground assaults are 
relatively rare, both sides ex- 
change rocket, mortar and 
tank rounds daily. The shell- 
ing was particularly heavy 
Friday morning and many of 
Hekmatyar’s rockets fell in 
civilian areas of the city. 

The Rabbani government 
is expected to respond soon 
to the latest United Nations 
peace proposal. U.N. envoy 
Mehmoua Mestiri outlined 
the plan during recent visits 
to Afghanistan, where he met 
with faction leaders. 

The plan calls for a transfer 
of power from the Rabbani 
government — which has lit- 
tle power at present — to an 
interim national commission 
made up of leaders from the 
various factions and other 
groups. 


Morocco says French 
gangster had stolen ID 


RABAT (R) — Francois 
Besse, one of France's most 
wanted criminals, had a 
stolen passport and was 
accompanied by a woman 
posing as his wife when he 
was arrested in Morocco, 
officials said on Friday. 

Interior Ministry sources 
quoted by the official news 
agency Map said that when 
Besse was arrested on Thurs- 
day near the northern city of 
Tangier he had a stolen plass- 
port in the name of Carlos 
Juan Garcia Durand, a driv- 
ing licence in the name of 
Jean Estella and a sum of 
foreign currency. 

Under sentence of death in 
France, Besse, former right- 
hand man of the notorious 
French gangster Jacques 
Mesrine, is wanted on a 
string of charges in France 
where police believe he was 
involved recently in drug 
smuggling from Morocco. 

Arrested at the same time 
was a woman companion pos- 
ing as his wife and canytng an 
identity card in the name of 
Marcelle Adelida Soisic 
Levebre. 

The source did not give the' 
circumstances of their arrest, 
but French police sources 
said he was captured in a 
restaurant in the small fishing 
village of Fnideq, east of 
Tangier. 

Moroccan police earlier 
said Besse was arrested while 
attempting to board an inter- 
national flight at the Tangier 
airport. 

At a news conference in 
Paris, Ange Mancini, deputy 
director of criminal justice, 
said three other wanted cri- 
minals were arrested at the 
time, two Moroccans 


same 


and a French citizen named 
Stephane Delavi. 

Mr. Mancini said besse, 50, 
was sighted in Morocco two 
weeks ago and his arrested 
was the result of “exemplary 
cooperation" between 
French, Spanish and Moroc- 
can police. 

Mr. Mancini said Besse 
“was not armed and did not 
try to resist” arrest. 

Mr. Besse met Mesrine in 
La Sante Prison in Paris f rom 
where they escaped together 
in 1978 when they embarked 
on a joint campaign of armed 
hold-ups which ended when 
Mesrine was shot dead in a 
police ambush in 1979. 

Mr. Besse made six jail 
breaks in his career, the most 
sensational from the main 
court building Brussels, after 
his arrest in Belgium in 1979. 

He took a magistrate hos- 
tage with a pistol which was 
taped under his seat in the 
courtroom by a girlfriend. 

Mr. Besse had not been 
seen since his escape from a 
Spanish prison in 1983. His 
trail was found again earlier 
this year when his finger- 
prints were found in western 
France where he was be- 
lieved to have held up a bank 
and disarmed several police- 
men. 

Since Aug. 13 when 
hooded gunmen killed two 
Spanish tourists in the lobby 
of a luxury hotel in the south- 
ern city of Marrakesh, 
Moroccan police have 
arrested a dozen suspects of 
Moroccan or Algerian origin 
resident in France. 

There is no indication that 
Besse and his associates were 
in any way connected with 
the so-called subversives. 


Fateh holds 
elections 
inW. Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Palestine liberation 
ion (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat’s Fateh 
faction moved to sflence in- 
ternal dissent by holding elec- 
tions in the West Bank dis- 
trict of Ramallah on Friday. 

The poll was the ruling 
group’s initial step towards 
general balloting that will 
force Fateh to compete for 
government leadership as a 
political party for the first 
time. 

Behind the dosed doors of 
the city theatre, Fateh activ- 
ists listened to some of the 
candidates for 45 positions 
speak about the importance 
of all 620 members pulling 
together. Results of the poll- 
ing are due by Saturday. 

One activist reported that 
those attending were all con- 
cerned that continued squab- 
bling over leadership posi- 
tions would fragment Fateh, 
which makes up the majority 
of Mr. Arafat's self-rule gov- 
ernment. 

There were also concerns 
that the friction was costing 
Fateh popular support. 

“Fateh, the leading faction 
in the Palestinian National 
Authority, must also be the 
leading movement in the 
Palestinian society,” said 
activist Sarfaan Salameh. 

Mr. Salameh added that 
Friday’s elections were also 
an attempt to prove to the 
people that Mr. Arafat did 
not plan an autocratic rule. 

“If we are not democratic 
within the movement, we will 
never be democratic in deal- 
ing with our people,” Mr. 
Salameh told the Associated 
Press. 

Similar elections will be 
held throughout the West 
Bank every Friday until more 
than 5,000 activists elect lead- 
ers in nine districts in the 
West Bank. The next slated 
polling will be in Tulkarm on 
Nov. 11. 

Pales tinians have heavily 
criticised Mr. Arafat’s arbit- 
rary appointments of local 
leaders and public officials, 
especially the practice of 
naming more than one per- 
son for the same position. 

Mr. Arafat further slighted 
local Palestinians by appoint- 
ing many followers from 
abroad to the Palestinian au- 
thority over those who lived 
through the Israeli occupa- 
tion and the seven-year upris- 
ing- . 

These policies have caused 
a “lot of squabbling and fric- 
tion among Fateh leaders 
who belong to various wings 
in the movement,” said 
Hatem Abdul Qader, an offi- 
tiall at the Palestinian Media 
and Information Ministry. 

Mr. Arafat bas already 
named himself president of 
the. would-be Palestinian 
state. However, he agreed to 
put his position as head of the 
Palestinian government 
council -to a popular vote. 
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Israeli-allied gunman, guerrilla killed 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — Guerrillas set off a bomb 
near an Israeli-allied militia patrol in South Lebanon on 
Friday, killing one militiaman, security sources said. They 
said the South Lebanon Army (SLA) militiaman suffered 
severe wounds and died later from the blast in Kfar 
Houneb In Israel’s occupation zone. In an earlier incident, 
SLA sources said one guerrilla was killed when a guerrilla 
force dashed at dawn with SLA troops manning Beit 
Yahoun -crossing point leading into the zone’s western 
sector. In reprisal to the Kfar Houneh attack. Israelii and 
SLA forces opened up with artillery onto guerrilla-held 
hills facing the village, the security sources added. No 
group claimed responsibility for Friday’s attacks, but on 
Thursday the pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party of God), which 
raids the Israelis and SLA in the zone daily, claimed 
responsibility for assaults on four SLA Posts, including Beit 
Yahoun. 

Morocco, Israel to cooperate over energy 

RABAT (AFP) — Morocco and Israel are discussing joint 
energy projects including the construction of a power 
station using bitumen deposits in southern Morocco, 
officials said. Morocco's national electricity company 
(ONE) issued a statement saying it was to commission a 
feasibility study from the Israeli PAMA company for a 
power station at Tarfaya, southern Morocco. The project 
was proposed by one at this week’s Middle East economic 
summit in Casablanca. PAMA is one of several partners in 
a cooperation agreement about to be concluded, according 
to an official statement. Moroccan technicians in Sept 
visited PAMA installations producing electricity from 
Bitumen deposits at Rotem in Israel. Tarfaya power station 
had a planned production capacity of 75 megwatts. 

U.S. carrier, British frigate pass through Suez 

SUEZ (AP) — The U.S. aircraft carrier George Washing- 
ton and British frigate Cornwall, which had been dispatch- 
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nearly 50 fighter jets as well as reconnaissance planes, 
while the HMS Cornwall specialises in anti-submarine 
warfare. Both were sent to the Gulf last month after Iraq 
moved more than 70,000 troops towards the Kuwaiti 
border. Western allies of Kuwait moved air, land and sea 
units to the region to prevent a repeat of Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. The Pentagon at one time had 150,000 
troops on alert for possible deployment, but the number 
now is not expected to grow higher than 34.000. The troops 


in the area will conduct training exercises before wtih draw- 
ing, the Pentagon has said. 

Yemen minister begins visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Yemeni Minister of Social Affairs and 
Labour Mohammad Abdullah A1 Batni arrived here Friday 
on a several day official visit to Jordan during which he will 
hold talks with senior Jordanian officials on means of 
enhancing relations in labour and social affairs. In an 
arrival statement, Mr. Batni said his visit comes in response 
to an invitation extended to him by his Jordanian counter- 
part Mohammad A1 Sqoor. 

Israel, Turkey sign counter-terrorism accord 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
and her Israeli counterpart Yitzhak Rabin have signed a 
police cooperation agreement on counter-terrorism, crime 
and drug trafficking, officials said Friday. “Israel has 
already reached similar understandings with Great Britain, 
France, Germany and other countries,” a senior 'official 
said after the signing ceremony on Thursday night. The 
agreement covers embassy protection but does not involve 
Israel in the conflict between Turkey and Kurdish national- 
ists, underlined the official, who refused to be named. The 
two countries also signed telecommunication and postal 
accords and are negotiating a deal for Israel to update 
Turkey’s F4 Phantom aircraft. Terrorism dominated talks 
Ms. Ciller held Friday with Foriegn Minister Shimon Peres, 
officials added. Mr. Peres accused Iran at being “the centre 
of the spider’s web of international terrorism," officials 
said. Ms. Ciller, who arrived Friday as the first Turkish 
prime minister to visit the Jewish state, meets Yasser 
Arafat in Gaza City on Saturday and goes on to Egypt. She 
went with Mr. Rabin to a Tel Aviv suburb on Friday to 
meet representatives of Israel's 80,000-strong Jewish com- 
munity of Turkish origin. 

Kurds receive Norwegian award 

BERGEN, Norway (AFP) — Teenagers Rukeri Zana, 13, 
and Ronay Zana, 18,. on Friday won the Rafto Award on 
behalf of their imprisoned mother, Turkish parliamenta- 
rian Leya Zana, a symbol of the Kurdish struggle for 
democracy and human rights. The Rafto! Award on 
Human Rights has -won international prestige and is 
handed out every year on Nov. 4 to commemorate the 
death of Professor Thorolf Rafto in Bergen. The two 
teenagers live in Paris where they go to school. Last week 
Ronay Zana was able to see his mother in the Ankara 
prison. 





Mother confesses 
to killing sons 

UNION, South Carolina 
(AFP) — A woman who said 
her two sons, aged three and 
14 months, were abducted in 
a carjacking was arrested 
Thursday after confessing to 
killin g them, according to her 
arrest warrant. Susan Smith 
was arrested and mil be 
charged on two counts of 
murder Friday in the deaths 
of her children, Michael, 3, 
and Alexander, 14 months. 
Union County Sheriff Ho- 
ward Wells said. It was the 
second case of abducted chil- 
dren reported in recent 
weeks to capture the coun- 
try’s saympathies — and to 
end in a parent’s arrest on 
murder charges. A nine-day 
interstate search for the boys 
ended with the grim confession 
of Mrs. Smith, who told 
police were to locate her mis- 
sing car in John D. Long 
Lake. Mis. Smith, 23, baa 
told police that a black gun- 
man had jumped into ber 
3990 burgundy Mazda while 
she sat at a stoplight near 
the lake on Oct. 25. She said 
he forced her ot drive a few 
kilometres and then ordered 
ber out, driving off with her 
two young sons still strapped 
in their safety seats. The 
-arrest warrant shows that 
Michael and Alexander died 
Oct. 25. Two bodies found in 
the back seat of Mis. smith's 
car will undergo autopsies. 
Sheriff Wells said. During the 
past nine days Mrs. Smith 
and her estranged husband, 
David, had appeared on 
nationwide television several 
times, tearfully pleading for 
the boys' return and asking 
for prayers for their safety. 
Speculation began to grow 
about Susan Smith’s role in 
the incident after she re- 
portedly took two lie-detec- 
tor tests and showed decep- . 
tion in both of them. 
Wednesday, investigators 
searched her home and re- 
moved some unidentified 
items. They refused to say 
what they were looking for. 
Divers had searched John D. 
Long Lake several times in 
the past nine days before 
another search Thr 
turned up her car. 
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U.K. clamps 
down on steroids 

LONDON (R)— The British 
government Wednesday 
announced tough new con- 
trols on anabolic steroids 
used by athletes and body- 
builders to boost tbeir per- - 
formances. The proposals, 
announced by Interior Minis- 
ter Michael Howard, would 
make it a crime to produce, 
possess or trade in steroids. 
Suppliers of the drag could 
face up to five years in prison 
and an unlimited fine if found 
guilty. “These measures 'will 
help to stop the activities of 
the unscrupulous illicit sup- 
pliers and traffickers which 
feed anabolic steroid mis- 
use,” Mr. Howard said in a 
statement. Mr. Howard 
warned that if the new con- 
trols are not effective, the 
government will consider 
even tougher measures. Ster- 
oid abuse can cause heart and 
liver problems, as well as 
causing mood swings and 
aggressive behaviour. 
Athletes use the drug to build 
up muscles and to allow them 
to increase their training 
load. The most notorious ex- 
ample was Canadian sprinter 
Ben Johnson, who was strip- 
ped of his 100 metres gold 
medal after testing positive 
for drugs at the 1988 Olympic 
Games in Seoul. Britain's 
Sports Council has said that 
despite media reports of new 
“space-age” drugs, steroid 
abuse is still a big problem. 
But some council members 
have expressed concern that 
tougher government mea- 
sures could iu.' 
problem under 
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Mr. Universe held 
In S. Africa over 
banned steroids 

PRETORIA (R) — South 
African police said Friday 
they had arrested newly- 
crowned Mr. Universe and a 
former Mr. South Africa af- 
ter the men were found in 
possession of illegal steroids. 
The police said Mr. Universe 
Nick Van Beock, a former 
Mr. South Africa Jacobus 
(Tiklde) Joubeit and body- 
builder Eugene Van Der 
Westhuizen were arrested by 
the police narcotics bureau in 
Pretoria Thursday. Police 
Captain Dave Harrington 
said some of the perform- 
ance-and body-enhancing 
steroids seized from the men 
were unknown in South Afri- 
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